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Mr. GRINNELL. Certainly. 
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. find words to express their reverence 
And the same thing has taken 
» the present winter In reference to one 
~ abolitionists in this country. You 
“his lifetime a keeper of an under- 
voad. You exhausted the catalogue 
hors to hurl against him. And when 
| you mourne ‘d for him as for one who 
u  f r the truth before God: now the 
is not white enough for his monu- 


e memory. 


min 


jaubee 


d not, sir, have thus digressed in re- 
sat L may never again liftup my voice 
Chamber, and I desire to have it known by 
ren and men who come after me that one 
from those who for three hundred 
struggled and suffered for rational 
never heard a slaveholder boast of his 
ry and take pride in his defense of traitors 
iistanding up to rebuke him, to say with full 

to his face, ** Get thee behind me, Satan.’ 
\ a ,W ber nl use this language in reference 
wld rs, 1 do not mean to “include all in 
- House who may fall within that category. I 
y allude toall these gentlemen from the border 
~ [do notinelude all those gentlemen. Ay, 
i my heart warms toward them when | 
‘ik of that State that has recently given her 
: favor of emancipating her slavgs. 


ars lave 


ncommands the admiration of the coun- 
the wrong, and being ready to 
ve your slave s, and let them go to fight the bat- 
country. And I could almost forgive the 
f the member from Maryland when he 
at he had been aslaveholder, but that his 
dallrunaway. I wasglad when I heard 
ic, like myself, was obliged to cultivate a 
by hired and pa labor. And 
said the patriarchal relation had been 
yed by General Butler, | said to myself, 
k God for General Butler !”? 
sy this proposed censure we are charged with 


uncing 


sistency because we did not expel Mr. Con- | 


y, of Kansas, for the introduction of certain 
lutions which he offered last winter. What 
sthe crime of Mr. Conway? What did he 
\ ech and resolutions? The substance 
sition, the amount of his resolutions 
Lif this country was to be controlled by 
ry again, or by the Democratic party with 
S pri ypagandism, with its old associations, 
very, the fugitive slave law andall, the su- 
iw, he pref red there should be a div iding 
i south of which should be devoted to sla- 
y, aud all northof which should be absolutely 
Sir, under the circumstances, | do not won- 
athe used that language. He spoke as our 
swould. Heused the words ofa man who 
raying night and day for the success of our 
rn ¥ voling money, and only fearful, like mil- 
others, that after the she ‘dding of a seaof 
ere W ould be a compromise with tyrauts. 
{not invoke God Almighty to prevent our 
ing traitors. 


I ask the gentleman from 
to permit me to read the resolutions. 
I yield to the 
eman with pleasure. 
Mr. KELLEY. ‘The following are the reso- 
submitted by Mr. Conway: 
es ', That unless the army of the 
igh the valley of the 
umy of the Potomae 


West shall have 
Mississippi to its mouth, 
annihilated’ the 
i within a reasonable 


time. the best interests 


Your 


PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, P 


| business of grave importance, 
bers will be required to keep their seats and not 
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Mr. GRINNELL. If I had time I would be 
glad to have that as well as all the Democratic 
platforms read to the House. | have promised 
a portion of my hour to another gentleman. 

If | believed the Democratic party, under the 
lead of men that could be mentioned, was to have 
the control of the party, to reéstab! ish it in all of 
its grandeur of pro-slave ry guilt, in all its power 
for enforcing the fugitive slave law,and Fyn oe 
ing the fountain of public 
thousand times rather would I see the country 
divided, the South to go their way, all slave, and 
the North to go their way, all free, than to see 
the country once more under Democratic rule. 


Mr. HOLMAN. Ie all the gentleman to order. 


justice, | would say : 


JOHN 


| crime,”? 


I ask that the gentleman’s language may be taken || ' 
| notin order 


re rk. 
oe 


down and re ported by the 


Mr. GRINNELL. | the gentleman 


would object befure I got through with my re- | 


marks. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Until the words have been 
taken down and read by the Clerk, I object to 
anything being done. 

Mr. SMITH. The House is now transacting 
and I hope mem- 


crowd into the aisles and the area in front of the 
Speaker’s desk. [Cries of ‘*Order!’’] 

Mr. HOLMAN. Gentlemen are required to 
keep their seats, and no business is in order until 
the offensive words have been taken down and 


reported to the House by the Clerk. 


Mr. SMITH. [rise ton pointof order. [Cries 
of *Order!”’ **Order!”’ from the Democratic side. } 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. I ask the gentlemen on 


this side of the House to listen to the gentleman 
from Kentucky. He extended great courtesy to 
me to-day, and I myself feel under obligation to 


make the proper return. [Cries of 


| Order!?’] 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk will 
report the language of the gentleman from lowa 
to which exce ption has been taken by the gentle- 
man from Indiana. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I wish to make an appeal 
to members on behalf of the gentle man from Ken- 
tucky. [Cries of ‘¢Order!’’ **O 

The SPEAKE Rj 
is not In order. 

Mr.GRINNELL. 
[Laughte ft. 

The Clerk read Mr. 


follows: 


rder 


iro tempore. The gentleman 


Can’t I tella short story? 
GRINNELL’S 


language, as 


I would say, a thousand times rather would I see the 


| country divided, the South to go their way all slave and the 


le fions of 
| Jackson, thus subverting the military power of 


North their way all free, ti 
under Demucratie ru! 

Mr. HOLMAN. The peint of order is this—— 

The SPEAKER pro te mpore. One point of or- 
der is already pending, and in the opinion of the 
Chair another one is not in order. 

Mr. HOLMAN. That is clearly within the 
definition of trea laiguage, and I make 
the point that the gentleman was not In order in 


ian to see the country once more 


' 
on ible 


using It. 

Mr. COLFAX. I wish the House to under- 
stand this question. On Thursday next when | 
quote the remark of tu gre ntleman from Ohio, 


{Mr. Lona,] which | mean to do, 1 may be called 


\} to order with the same justice that the gentleman 

| from lowa is now called to order for quoting in 
general terms the language of another person. 
[C ries of §§ No! No!” “That is not the p yint,”? 
from the Democratic side of the Hous J 


try and humanity will require a cessation of 


That the States of the North, composing the 

‘i hation and wielding its power, must ever remain 

‘ indivisible on the basis of freedom for all, without 
ot race, color, or condition; that their mission 
to extend their own civilization over the en 

ment; and that whatever derangements, diffi- 

‘Ss, Or defeats they may encounter, they must 


land pursue the inspiring idea of ‘nationality 
ental dominion.’ 


r} 
Uv 


>, Chee 


lid not hold to rex luci ing the country to its 
tive dime nsions, but 
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ions read, 


101 





doing, 


"Have the second of the res- || | othe r, in the opinion of the Chair he 


Mr. GRINNELL 
with Mr. Conway’s 
The SPEAKER p 


1 was speaking at the 
statemert before me. 
ee If the gentleman 
used the languag: been read as hisown 
he certainly was not in pedae: The Chair, how- 
ever, understands the gentleman from lowa to say 
that he was quoting Mr. Conway *s language. 
Mr. GRINNELL. Thatis really what | was 
in substance if not in exactness. 
TheSPEAKER protempore. If the gentleman 
| from lowa was quoting on " language of an- 
is In order. 
Th aaah heal atthe Clerk’s 


time 


which hi 


Mr. HOLMAN. 


“©Order!”’ 
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desk do not show that he was 
language of another. + 
rr EP 

Mr. KELLEY — Let me read the language of 
Mr. Conway, so that it may be compared with 
the language used b ry the gentleman from lo 
It is as follows: 

* Resolved, That if any person 
the United States, in either the 
branches, should propose to make peace, or should 
or advise the acceptance of any such proposition on any 
basis which would restore the slave power to its former 
supremacy in the Government, or by any new compromise 
or amendment of the Constitution to recognize slavery ag 
an element of power, such person will be guilty of a high 


quoting from the 


in the employment of 
legislative or executive 


accept 


Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. [| understand the 


Chair to decide that the gentleman from lowa is 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
from lowa merely cited a quotation from Mr. 
Conway’s speech, and is therefore in order. 

Mr. GRINNELL. Now, 1 wish to say that 
I dissent—— 

Mr. HOLMAN. Irise to a point of order. 
It is that the words for which the gentlem: An was 
called to order shall be reported at the Clerk's 
desk. And I desire to know whether the gentle- 
man says that those very words were quoted 

from anybody. 

Mr. GRINNELL. I call the gentleman to 
order; he is raising points of order twice upon 
the same subject. 

Mr. HOLMAN. My point is that the gentle- 
man will notsay that the words read at the ( 
desk were quoted by him from anything. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. ‘The gentleman 
from lowa attributes the words to Mr. Conw ay. 

Mr. GRINNELL. I adopt that language. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Iecall for the reading of the 
words again. 

‘The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
if there is no objection. 

Mr. NORTON. 1 object. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The gentleman says he adopts 
that lancuage. 

Mr. GRINNELL. I say I do not adopt the 
language of Mr. Conway. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. 
your own language. 

Mr. GRINNELL. I hope the ‘ unworthy 
member”’ will not intrude on me. [Laughter. } 

Mr. HOLMAN. I press my point of order. 
[t is that the gentleman has not said that he 
quoted the very language which has been re- 
ported from the Clerk’s desk, 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
not understand the gentleman 
raising a new point of order. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I press the same point. 
gentleman does not say that he 
Conway the very words read, 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
from Iowa says he attempted to quote the lan- 
guage of Conway—— 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. 
say any such thing, 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. And upon that 
statement the Chair overrules the point of order 

Mr.GRINNELL. When was interrupted | 
was stating what | understood to be the language 
of Conway which he had with me in general con- 
versalion,as well as language used in this extract, 
In addition to what was said in his speech he did 
say—and it was said to me less than two months 
ago—he would rather a thousand times now see 
the Union go to pieces and all the South be slave 
and alt the North free than to see the Democratic 
party y headed by its base lead *rs, come into power. 
‘That was the 
gentlemen had not interrupted me I should have 
stated that this was said in conversation connected 
with this disavowal of secession sentiments con- 
tained in the slip I cut from the New York Times, 
which | hold in my hand. 

I dissent from his position in regard to that 
thought. I would consider it one of the most 
grievous inflictions which the Almighty could 
send this country. Next to its division, 


Clerk’ 8 


It will be done 


Then you speak 
{Laughter. } 


The Chair does 


from Indiana as 


The 
quote d from 


Hedid not 


upon 


language of the gentleman; and if 
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ere me 


would be to have it ruled over by those who are 


like to Pier and Buchanan. Does the gentle- 
man from Indiana want to ask a question upon 
that? | knew tleman would rise to dis- 
sent, and | was only going to ask, that if I 


the ger 
was 
condemned and to be hung with a hair halter, they 
would give me the gracious privilege of having n 
hemp halter, provided © lye Mp Was nol raise d 

soil which has reared so many bloody 


traitors in arins. 


Otter Lie 


The gentleman’s interruption is so accordant 
with hish Why, sir, he would not live 1 
good health, and his days would be shortened, 
he would reach an untimely grave, had he not the 
blessed opportunity of rising to object to some- 
thing suggested by gentlemen who have been in 


ibits! 


the liabit of using free speech in the Hall and out 


of it. 

Now, sir, I think I have done with that. 
Conway was not censured, he was not expelled. 
But | say there was then something like a good 
reason for indulging such sentiments as he ut- 
tered, although 1 did not jusufy their utterance 
ayearago. At that time the Democratic party 
was so strong that they had elected the Gov- 
ernor of New York, and itseemed as if they were 
about to carry the whole country by the misfor- 
tunes of our Army; and the fear was entertained 
that slavery, with all its desolating woes and 
damning disgrace, would be spread over the land 
by compromise. How different is the position 
of affairs to-day, when the gentleman from the sec- 
ond district of Ohio gets up to propose that we 


Mr. | 


| that all 


Mr. HARRINGTON, 
member from lowa if he did not hear me say, 
when questioned by the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Bourwe t,|that I referred to the 
people of New England, and if he did not hear me 
give as evidence the action of Governor Andrew 
and the conduct of the Re presentauves of New 
England upon this floor? 

Mr. GRINNELL. I will say to the gentleman 
that has been explained in his absence 
from the Hall. His very faithful and worthy 
friend, (Mr. Houman,] general objector to un- 
parliamentary remarks, explained that matter 


| entirely. 


Mr. HARRINGTON. 
pardon me for one moment. 


Mr. GRINNELL. 1 will yield if it is not to 


The gentleman will 


|} come out of my time. 


Mr. HARRINGTON. One word only. I 


wish to do justice to all portions of the country, 


aud I hope the gentleman will not object to my 


saying a word. 
Mr. GRINNELL. 
man’s explanation. 
Mr. HARRINGTON. I only desire to say 
Mr. GRINNELL. Oh! I cannot 
8 wech. 
Mr. HARRINGTON. Only one sentence. 


The gentlemen is mistaken as to what I said. I 





1 will accept the gentle- 


allow a | 


I desire to ask the | 


did not intend, nor did | by my words reflect | 


divide the Union, and yield all to traitors and sla- || 


very. Where is the rebel army and whéré isthe 
Democratic party? The rebel army is reduced, 
and our Army is strong and confident, having 
conquered whole States. Where is the Demo- 
cratic partys 
resentatives near us, and what do you see there? 
You will find in marble the form ofa corpse hold- 
ing the hatchet, lying upon a dark pall. It is 
thedying Tecumseh. ‘There upon his breast you 
see two SK rpents worshiped by ** the braves,”’ as 
if about to stinghis life away. That is an illus- 
tration of the position ofthe Democratic partly to- 
day. Its representative is prostrate and dying. 
It is labeled, ** Do not touchit; donot handle it.”’ 
Thus it is with the gentleman from Indiana; he 
would label his dying party also, ** Do not touch, 
do not handle it.”’ 

Sir, I cannot accept his advice at present; | 
shall handle the Democratic party; | shall speak 


of it; I shall approve of the course of those of 


its members who are true to the country, and con- 
demn the course of those who are not. Idonot, 
sir, attack all the Democratic gentlemen upon that 
side of the House. There are men there who I 
believe are true war men; but I do include those 
gentlemen whose sympathies are with the rebels, 
who have made grumbling a profession, and who 
are continually upbraiding this side of the Llouse 
as abolitionists, to divide our people. 
was the decree which went forth from Jeff. Davis, 


Go, sir, into the old Hall of Rep- | 


upon New England soldiers. 
as brave as any soldiers in the field. I spoke of 
the Representatives of New England, and I think 


the gentleman ought to have known that, and || 


ought not to have represented my remarks dif- 


1 ferently. 


Mr. GRINNELL. Mr. Speaker, I think I 


have demonstrated my fairness to the gentleman. 


| | now wish to reply in a few words to the gen- 


‘That, sir, 


that hereafter we should all be called abolition- | 


The gentleman from the Columbus district 
of Ohio, |Mr. Cox,] early in the session charac- 
terized us as abolitionists and miscegens, and 
when gsked what would become of the negroes 
when set at liberty, said they would run over to 
this side of the House, a deliberate insult to men 


sts. 


who have declared against slavery, and amalga- || 


mation, its accompaniment, 

1 never understood until of late what the mean- 
ing of miscegenation was. I have found out 
now that it means the mixing of negro blood with 
the blood of the traitors, one species of Demo- 
erat, and I will say for the benefit of the gentle- 
man from Ohio L think the negro blood is greatly 
viuaied thereby. [Laughter. 

Mr. HARRINGTON, Will the gentleman 
from lowa allow me to ask him a question now? 

Mr. GRINNELL. Certainly; | could not be 
ungentemanly if | should try. 

Mr. HARRINGTON, I desire to ask the gen- 
tleman from lowa to whom he refers when he 
uses in substance the language that a member 
from Indiana stated that the New England sol- 
diers had no stomach for the fight. 

Mr. GRINNELL. Miy recollection is some- 


what indistinct, but lam under the impression 


| blood for rnaught.’’ 


tleman from the Cincinnati district always fair 
and able, [Mr. Penptetron,] who maintains that 
we have no power to censure or expel a member 
except for disordesly conduct, explained as vio- 
lent acts or personally offensive words. I have 


looked forthe definition of the word disorderly; || 


it means ‘irregular, deviating from established 
rules.’? Are these words of the gentleman from 


Ohio [Mr. Lone] outoforder? Is he notin speech || 
If | wished to find an ex- | 


against the country? 
planatory use of the word disorderly, 1 might 
perhaps go to the writings of St. Paul, where we 
have a fair translation of words inspired, and | 
should not make apology for quoting from that 
300k of books even here. He says, ** Withdraw 
yourselves from every brother that walketh disor- 
derly;’’ ** for we behaved not ourselves disorderly 
among you.’’* [| maintain that by a fair and le- 


gitimate constraction of this word in these con- 


nections we can expel or we can censure a mem- 
ber. It certainly was not meant that it should 
only apply in case of theft or in case of profanity. 
It did not mean grossness, but a walk unchrisuan, 
against, in allcases, the order of the church. The 
law oforder here is for Lhe sacred cause ofourarms, 


_and | contend thatthé gentleman from Ohio does 


nothing less than destroy that order. He is for the 
enemy, designedly or not, with deliberate speech. 
He took the oath to support the Constitution, and 
yet has given aid and comfort to the enemy, pro- 
claiming himself in favor of giving up the contest 
and yielding to traitors in arms. He is in favor 


of declaring a dividing line between the Union | 
| and the confederacy. 


He would say to our sol- 
diers on the eve of battle, ** You will shed your 
He is in favor of saying to 


| those who have lost friends in the ranks of the 


Union Army, ** Your sons, your brothers, your 


|| fathers have died in vain,’’ and the cause is hope- 


that the gentleman who is now questioning me | 


made that remark. I do not know but I alluded 


tohim. I said so. 


less. In this way he has lent encouragement to 
the enemy, and, so far as his words go, paralyzed 


our Army by the declaration that this war is 


against the Constitution. I submit that his case 
comes within the meaning of the word disorderly 
as used in the Constitution. I believe that in- 
strument gives us every power to deal with those 
who are opposed to the country and in favor of 
separation, and to say to them by vote, moved 
by considerations of self-protection, we believe 
you to be unworthy of a seaton this floor. 1 
would trample on no rights, but guard free speech 


I believe they are | 





when it did notencourage traitors and jeopardize | 


our cause. 


Mr. Speaker, I have been subject to so many || 


interruptions that I must leave unnoticed points 
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| we have had here to-night, the heart of every 
Cry 


|| have a shadow of doubt that we shal] 


| that my heart is filled with sadness at t! 


| sounded. 
_ none for country. 











a: i April lD 
which could be made in ion 


: of our 
action of censure. 


In the light of Democratic precedent ( 
mit,) I have shown that we have ful ' 
and that the Union men in «| 
not expel Mr. Conway, who, by every y 
act, showed himselfa patriot, howeve mee 
and under the Constitution we may nortan 
lege of censure or expulsion in rebyk 
alty on this floor and in encouragement t., .° 
Army. . en 

I yield the remainder of my time 
man from Missouri [Mr. Rots.) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The rent 
has but three minutes left. a 

Mr. GRINNELL. But for My interrupt 
I should have given the gentleman fifteen min. 
utes of my time. Pe 

Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri. Mr. Speaker 
feel a good deal embarrassed, because | shall rt 
be able to make a very interesting spe oh Bs 
couise of the three minutes assigned to aa 
unless I can draw on the time of my friend from 
New Jersey, [Mr. Rocers,] who [ believe is + 
get the floor next, I shall claim from the courteer 
of the Speaker on Thursday morning the poles ’ 
tunity of submitting afew remarks, | 

I think, Mr. Speaker, from the demonstra: 


1S Cham er 


res 


buke to ; 


to the pent, 
£entle. 


iemar 


gt 


ns 


patriot in this House and in these galleries, 
to be filled with hope and assured with confide 
that the country is safe! Certainly no may ofer 
the broad, liberal, patriotic, and anti-partisan iis 
which we have heard expressed here to-nieh 


rie 


be able to 
suppress this rebellion! 


To be serious, Mr. Speaker, 1 must confess 


tinued notes of party, party, party, which I hes 
[t seems to me it is all for party 
It seems to me that on both 
sides of the House it is a continual small attempt 


~a 


| to obtain some advantage for party, not to pro. 
mote the great interests of the country, but 


promote the interest of party for the next presi- 
dential election. = 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. ELDRIDGE _ I hope the gentleman shal! 
have leave to go on. 

There was no objection, 

Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, 
if I could save this country from destruction, | 
would be willing that this side of the Hous 


| that side of the House should select the ma 


preside over its destinies, not only for the next 
four years but for the next forty years. If | 
could save the Government from destruction, 
would be asmall matter to me whether Abralam 
Lincoln or George B. McClellan presided over 
the destinies of the country. 

Mr. Speaker, I desire to express my opinion 
regarding the resolution proposed by the hoi 
able Speaker of this House. 1 shal! not vote for 
the expulsion of the member from Ohio. [think 
that resolution is the most ill-timed that has been 


| proposed in this House during the present sess! 
| If the speech of the gentleman from Ohio contains 


poison, which is likely to produce disease 10 the 


| body-politic of the country, the honorable Speaker 


| honorable Speaker has offered, the speecs of We 


| upon the head of the honorable Speaker of ! 


| trom his lips. 


could not have selected a more efficient mode oi 
infusing that poison in the public heart | 

country than by introducing a resolution to eX- 
pel the honorable member from Ohio. Exe 
for that resolution, I venture to say thatthe sper 
of the gentleman from Ohio would not have & 
read by perhaps a thousand persons in the | 
ted States; but as it is, it will be read in every 
State, in every village, in every mansion, aod 
every cabin from one corner of the land to the 
other. If it had not been for the resolution te 


> 


} 


gentleman from Ohio would have fallen suli-bor 
It would have passed like the 
speeches of other gentlemen delivered here into 
the political historical rubbish of the country, ®"¢ 
most of us would have forgotten within a fe 


| weeks or months that it had ever been delivered. 


I repeat, sir, if that speech contains poltcs 
poison, the censure for disseminating It must 


House. If it be a dagger aimed at the nate! u 
heart, it is the strong hand of the Speaker (hat 
wiclds it and drives it toits fatalaim! And,sit 
if this speech is capable of doing the injury 
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to be attributed to it, the country 
ted for the injury far more to the 
gentleman from Ohio. 


>the 


. | i do not apprehend any serious injury 

oeeh. If the cause of the Union and 

the country is to beshaken by sucha 

that, it ought to perish; andif one hun- 

-jty-three members of the House are 

7 ; nt. morally and intellectually » to meet 

ae ble gentleman from Ohio, in his argu- 

i sh) yw that he is wrong; if they can- 

nial the antidote for the poison, then I say 

imworthy to represent a free people ina 

: ee like this. We aredoing but poor jus- 
: he intelligence and patriotism of the peo- 

, ‘his country if we suppose for a moment 
)) like that could shake their confidence 

‘ility of the Government and in the per- 

, y of our free institutions, 

” For myself, sir, | have no fears of the effect of 

s I rely upon the discriminating In- 

of the great masses of the American 

5 correct in their own minds the gross 

: . with which it abounds; and for the utter- 
; "cof that speech [| would not expel or even 
the x nieman. Iwould not do it because 

‘ | favor of the largest liberty of debate, es- 

; vecially in times like these. In my judgment the 


: ‘cdom of our ancestors has been no better illus- 

toy j than in that provision of the Constitution 

ys that no member shall be expelled ex- 

a ) the vote of two thirds of the members 
ceu's y I . a - 

ly. We see the importance of the rule 

We see the lengths to which 

spiritwouldrun. Wesee daily in the busi- 


s occuslon. 


fies 0 urs upon the floor of this House that 
; s of the utmost importance are not de- 
. jod upon their merits, but are decided invariably 
; ‘ing to the strength of the party on this side 
: t side of the House. And while I do not 


throw a slur upon any member here 
nnection with this question, yet in conse- 
the hold which party has taken upon 
ds of members here, it would be just as 
sy toexpela man upon any question that might 

uted. Itis a question of party, and Ido 

sha etend to say that under like circumstances 
same thing would not be attempted for party 

s by this side of the House. Itis oneof 


oaker, evils of party spirit under a Government like 
a this. Itis one of those baneful, poisonous influ- | 
ust ences which we oughtto resist, especially when, 
sin the present time, the country is struggling 
xt forexistence, 

if | Now, Mr. Speaker, I go for the largest latitude 
it ‘discussion upon all questions, and while I dis- 
vow the sentiments uttered by the gentleman 


i Ohio in the speech in question, while | say 
im and to the House that I think it wasa most 
umed, injudicious, and, I mightadd, consider- 
, lug the clreumstances in which it was delivered, 
te | rioue speech—while I say all this, yet, tol- 
gas ldo the largest liberty of debate, the 


is been uost freedom of discussion, I would not cen- 
8s sure him for it. I do not believe that that speech 
3 Wil be as productive of as much harm as many 


cetlemen suppose, It merely expresses the opin- 
the gentleman entertained, from his view of 
ircumstances which now surround us, and 

ich as 1 condemn the sentiments, and him for 
eX- eaking them, I would not expel or censure him 
t ‘or his great indiscretion. Sir, if every member 
speech who makes indiscreet, unwise, and, 1 might add, 
re ‘vous speeches on this floor, was expelled or 
Jui- sured, how long would there be lefta quorum, 
‘how little of legislation would comman¢ our 
and in tention here, except in discussing resolutions of 
to the ‘ures He has merely followed the opinion 
ion the “td example of his great leader, Vallandigham, 
+ the Ho delivered substantially the same speech in 
‘ast Congress, which members around me 
ike | “rd, and yet no movement was made to expel 


ere | ~ (0 for much stronger language than that used on 
ry,and *"iday last by the gentleman from Ohio. It was 
ra few Mark of Thomas Jefferson, that great apostle 
livered. : American liberty, ** that error ceases to be dan- 
sa A : ith So long as reason is left free to combat it,”’ 


Pe ‘he rst amendment made to the Federal Con- 
of t SHon after its adoption is as follows: 
** Congress s ok , 

“i *ngres bal make nolaw respecting an establishment 

‘ “8, oF prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridge 
fedom of specch or of the press; or of the right of 

wor po beaceably to assemble and to petition the Govern- 
‘for a redress of grievances.” 





If, sir, we cannot pass a law without violating 
the C 


pre 


ONSULUNON, TU a 


ridging the freedom of the 


ss orofs eech, pW COULIOUS Sii¢ uld we ve ln 
adopting another mode of punishment unknown to 
the Constitution and , 
spirit! Ind spot Governments the 
always struck at the lberty of 


muZZiing the press 


utterly violative of its true 


first blow 
the 


citizen 8 1) 


and abridging the sacred right 


of free discussion—a right inestimable to freemen 
and formidable to tyrants only. Sir, it is of the 


very essence of liberty, to form our opinions and 
to express them according to the dictates of our 
own consciences. And to this sacred privilege, 
gradually left unrestrained, asthe world emerged 
from the dark period of the middle ages, to the 
dawn of light of the last few centuries, we are 
indebted for the wonderful advancement which 
we now behold in religion, in science, in govern- 
ment, and in civilization. Talk as you may, sir, 
but a despotic Government would nowhere be 
found on the face of the earth, amidst a virtuous, 
enlightened, and educated people, with a free 
press and freespeech! Anda greatand free peo- 
pre will not be in dat rer of losing their liberties 
so long as these sacred rights are properly guarded 
and vindicated. 

For many years past it is well known, that one 
great complaint of the northern people has been 
that they were not allowed without violence to 
printand to speak their sentiments with freedom 
south of acertain line, and on a particular subject. 
And shall we now, sir, after all that has been said 
on this subject, makea retrograde movement, and 
here in the ve ry 
strike down the 


Hall of our national Legislature 
right of free discussion by ex- 
pelling amember from his seat for words spoken 
in debate? Six, for one | am prepared for no 
such work as Let us answer and expos 
the pernicious viewsof the honorable member, as 
l take it we are fully competent to do, and then 
let us turn him over 


Lis. 


tender mercies of his 


oulrage d and patriotic constituency, to dispose of 
; 7 


Lo Line 


his case as to them may seem most proper and 
right. But let us not desecrate this temple dedi- 


} 


cated to the cause of lil erty and free discussion 
by assailing one of its chief bulwarks in striking 
down the right of free speech. It may be that 
erroneous and dangerous doctrines may be taught 
here, and I can well suppose a case where the 
cause of the Government might be temporarily 
damaged, but this would be of short duration 
under the searching operation of free discussion 
in this representative Chamber. 
‘*©'Truth crushed to earth will rise again; 
‘The eternal years of God are hers; 
Dut error, wounded, writhes in pain, 
And dies amidst its worshipers.”? 

And, sir, in my view, the cause of this Gov- 
ernment and of the American Union is the cause 
of truth, and however much it may be assailed 
by the puny and traitorous arms of those who 
would tear it down, or by the still weaker words 
of those men of faint hearts and vacillating hopes 
who in the midst of this mighty and unparalleled 
struggle for national existence would give up all 
as lost; while I am neither a prophet nor the 
of a prophet, I but speak my own earnest faith, 
that sooner or later the national authority will be 
vindicated, the enemies of the Government will 
be driven back in shame and disgrace, those who 
have spoken or dreamed of recognition will tak: 
back their injudicious words, and will be made 
happy in once more kneeling with all the children 
of the Republic around the altar of a still un- 
broken and blessed Union! 

I wish I had time on this occasion to gointoahis- 
tory of the discussion of publ 
here but in the 


son 


} 
le qué stions notoniy 


British Parliame nt, where the ut- 


most freedom of dis on has been allowed, tol- 
erated, and encouraged. During the war of the 
Revolution, when the infant colonies of this 


} 


country were struggling for existence, every mem- 
ber upon this floor knows what terrible anathemas 
were hurled British Government by 
Burke, Fox, Chatham, and other distinguished 
orators in the British Parliament. The language 
used by them in its severity has nothing‘to equal 
it inanything that has ever been said by any mem- 
ber on this floor, and yet who ever heard of a res- 
olution introduced for their expulsion? 

To show how far these men went I will quote 
one or two short extracts: 


AGAINSL Line 


The gentieman tells us America is obstinate, America 
is almost in open rebellion. I rejoice that America has re 


1603 


sisted Three million people so dead to all the feelings of 
liberty as \ intarily to submit to be ives would have 
been fit instruments to mak siaves of the rest Lord 
Chatham, in 1776 

In November, 1777, eighteen months after the 


Declarat on of 
war, he said: 


lndepend nee 


, aller two years of 


mquest, my 


rus, I repeat, 
You may swe 


it is impossible. 
li every expens 


ind every effort st more 
extravagantly —pile and accumulate every assistance which 
you can beg or borrow, tratiie aud barter with every lint 
pititul German prince that sells and sends his 
the shambles of a foreign prince—your efforts are 
vain nt. if | were an American as | am an 
Englishman, while a foreign troop was landed in my coun 
try | would never Jay down my arms; never, never, never 

“But in a War as this, unjust in its principle, im 
practicable in its means, and ruinous in its Consequences, 
1 would not 

e' The 


subje s to 
torever 


thal bnpote 


such 


contribute a sing! 


effort nor a single shilling.”’ 


noble lord said the war was not disgracetul; it 
was only unfortunat For my part [ inast coutinue to 
call it disgraceful, not unfortunate. 1 msider them all 


alike, victories and defeats; towns taken and towns evac 
uated; new generals appointed and old generals recailed; 
they are all alike calamities; they all us On to thie 
tatal business. Victories give us hopes; defeats make us 
ind both instigate us to go on.”’ 
** Give us back our force, nor protract this burdensome, dis 


gracetul, foritis notan unfortunate war, ”’—Edimund Burke, 
in l7el. 


spurt 


desperate coe ill 


Said Fox: 

“There is not an American but must reject and resist the 
principle and the right.” 

I quote, from Mahon’s History of England, vol 
ume seven, page 135, the lancuage of the youngel 
Pitt in favor of Fox’s motion for a committee on 
the American warin the year 1781. 
what he said: 


] now read 


* For my part, | am persuaded and will affirm, that It ts 
a most accursed, wicked, barbarous, cruel, unnatural, un 
just, and diabolical war, It was conceived in injustice 
it was nurtured and brought forth in folly; its footsteps 
were marked with blood, slaugliter, persecution, devasta 
tion.”? 

Again, sir, no member here can have forgotten 
the memorable lancuage of Mr. Corwin, of Ohno, 
in the Senate of the United States, during the 
Mexican war. He said: 

“Were la Mexicanas lam an American I would wel 
come these invaders with bloody hands to hospitable 
graves,.”’ 

Yet no one ever dreamed of either expelling on 
censuring Mr. Corwin for this remarkable utter: 

is ing wir. orwin tor Ws remarKavie ullet 
ance, and based upon sentiments hostile to the 
war then being waged on the part of our country 
against Mexico. 

And yet, sir, in a free country like ours 1s not 
a latitude of debate to be allowed? 
sion to 


ls not discus- 
be as broad as it 1s under a monarchical 
Government in the Parliament of Great Britain? 
Sir, there is no subject on which a free people are 
more sensitive than that of free speech. tis re- 
garded, and justly so, as one of the bulwarks of 
freedom, and any attempt to abridge it, and es- 
pecially in thes Halls, must, as it ought to, be 
condemned by the American people. And to-day, 
sir, if this House commits the great blunder of 
expelling the member from Ohio by the passage 
of this resolution, mark my prediction, he wall 
rally around him a formidable party, not that the 
pe ople indorse orsympathize with lim in the sen- 
timents contained in his speech, but in vindica 
tion of the sacred riglit of free spee h inthe Rep- 
resentative Elail of the national Legislature. 

But, Mr. Speaker, | only rose for the purpose 
of saying to the House that I, for one, could not 
and would not vote for the resolution of expul 
sion which has been offered here by the honora- 
ble Speaker of the House of-Representatives; and 
to add, that I think he bas done the very worst 
day *’s work he could possibly have done by in- 
troducing a resolution expelling the gentleman 
from Ohio, (Mr. Lone.]} 


purpose 


1 rose also for another 
; and that is to express my dissent from 
every posiuion taken by the gentleman from Ohio 
in that speech. 1 differ with him ** toto 
He is for giving up the struggle. 
union. 


calo.’’ 
He ts for dis- 
He is for the recognition of the southern 
confederacy,now,at once, It occursto me if the 
view of the gentleman from Olio was carried out 
it would be the saddest day ever the American 
people would be called upon t Who 
that has an American heart in his bosom can tol- 


> WiLness. 


erate the idea for a moment that this great strug- 


ele is to be abandoned in ignominy and in dis- 

grace to the cause of libe rity throughboutthe world? 

| do not believe for one th 3 Government is likely 

to fail in this struggle I do not believe but that 
, 


the people of the loyal State have every assur- 
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avee and confidence that it will result in our sue- 


. few 
Coe a ti it vi 
‘ 9 “ail \ y 


Wiit recover aulborilty over 
every inch of te rritory belonging to the United 
States. Inopinion f dissent wholly and entirely 

gentleman from Ohio justas well as from 
the gentleman from Maryland. 


I believe, sir, that this rebellion will be over- 


from th 


come; not that the southern people will be ex 
teyminated or subjugated, but | believe their mil- 
itary power willbe broken; and when it is broken 
I have confidence in their good sense that they 
will return to theirallegiance and submit to such 
liberal terms as I doubt net will be proposed. It 
rated that this rebellion is 
whoily Without excuse o1 justification. This is 
true to the No pe ople on earth, prior to 
this civil war,ever enjoyed a higher degree of lib- 
erty or a larger amountof happiness than the peo- 
ple ef the southern States. And itis right that 
they should be continually reminded that this re- 
bellion is the offspring of the violent and ungov- 


has often been reit 


hettel 


cvnable passions of their leading men. 


In proof 
of this [desire to quote two extracts from speeches 
made by Mr. A. H. Stephens, of Georgia, the vice 
president of the confederate States. In a speech 
delivered before the Legislature of Georgia on the 
14th day of November, 1860, after the election of 
Mr. Lincoln, he used the following language: 


* The first question that presents itself is, shall the peo 
ple of the South secede from the Union in consequence of 
the election of Mr. Lineotn to the Presidency of the Uni 
ted States? My countrymen, [tell you frankly, candidly, 
and carnéstly, that | do not think that they ought. Iuomy 
judgment, the election of no man constitutionally chosen 
to that high office is sufficient cause for any State to sep 
arate fron the Union. It ought to stand by and aid still 
in maiutaining the Constitution of the country. To make 
a polnt of resistance to the Government, to withdraw from 
it because a man has been constitutionally elected, puts 
usin whe wrong. We are pledged to maintain the Consti 
tution. Many of us have sworn to supportit. Can we, 
therefore, for the mere election of amanto the Presideney, 
and that, too, in accordance with the prescribed forms ot 
the Constitution, make a point of resistance to the Goy- 
ernment without becoming the breakers of that sacred in- 
struiment ourselves, withdraw ourselves trom it? Would 
we not be in the wrong Whatever fate is to befall this 
eountey, let it never be laid to the charge of the pe ople of 
the South, and especially to the people of Georgia, that we 
were tintrue to our national engagements. Let the fault 
ind the wrong rest upon others. [fallour hopes are to be 
viasted, if the Republic is to go down, let us be found to 
the last moment standing on the deck, with the Constitu 
tion of the United States waving over our heads. Letthe 
fanatics of the North break the Constitution if such is their 
fell purpose. Let the responsibility be upon them. Tshail 
epeak presently more of their acts; but let not the South, 
let us not bethe ones to commit the aggression. We went 
tnto the election with this people. The result was differ 
ent from what we wished; but the election has been con 
stitutionaily held. Were we to make a point of resistance 
to the Government and go out of the Union on that ac 
count, the record would be made up hereafter against us.”’ 
—Speech of Alexander H. Stephens before the Legislature 
of Georgia, delivered November 14, 1860, 


And subsequently,in the secession convention 
of Georgia, in January, 1861, he spoke as follows: 


* This step [of secession] once taken can never be re- 
ealled; and al! the baleful and withering consequences 


| first, last, and all the time. 


that must follow will rest on the convention forall coming |} 


time. When we and our posterity shall see our lovely 


South desolated by the demon of war, which this act of 


yours will inevitably invite and eall forth, when our green | 


fields of waving harvests shall be trodden down by the mur 
derous soldiery and fiery car of war sweeping over our 
land, Our temples of justice laid in ashes, all the horrors 


and desolations of war upon us, who but this convention | 


will be held responsible for it; and who but him who shail 
have given his vote for this unwise and illtimed measure, 
as i bomestiy think and believe, shall be held to strict ac 
count for this suicidal act by the present generation, and 
probably cursed and execrated by posterity for all coming 
time, for the wide and desolating rain that will inevitably 
follow this acl you now propose to perpetrate? Pause, f 
enireatyou.? * . * * . . . 
“Whatright hasthe North assailed? Whatinterest of the 
South has been invaded? What justice has been denied, 
nnd what claim founded in justice and right has been with 
held? Can either of you to-day name one governmental 
act ot wrong, deliberately and purposely done by the Gov 
ernment at Washington, of which the South has a rightto 
comptain? Lehatlenge the answer.” * - = 
**We have always lad the control of the General Gov- 
ernment, and can yet if we remain in it and areas united 
as we have been, We have had a majority of the Presi- 


* 


dents chosen from the South, as well as the control and 
management of most of those chosen trom the North, We 
have had sixty years of southern Presidents to their twenty- 
tour, thus coutroiing the exeeutive department. So of 


the judges of the Supreme Court, we have had eighteen 
irom the South, and but eleven from the North; although 
nearly four fifths of the judicial business has arisen in the 
free States, yet a majority of the court has always been 
trom the South, 
against aay interpretation of the Constitution unfavorable 
tous. In like magner we have been equally watchful to 
guard our interests in the legislanve branch of Govern- 
ment. In choosing the presiding Presidents (pro fempore) 
of the Senate, we have had twenty-lour to their eleven. 
Spedkersot the Louse, we have had twenty-three and they 


This we have required, so as to guard | 


| on this continent, | would preserve the Union, | 


twelve. While the majority of the Representatives, from 
thelr greater population, have always been trom the North, 
yet we have eo generaily secured the Speaker, because he, 
ton greater extent, shapes and controls the legislation of 
the country.’ . - . a “Attorney generals 
we bave had fourteen, while the North have had but five. 
Foreign ministers we have had eighty-six, and they but 
fifty-iour.”? . 7 a * © We have had the prin- 
cipal embassies, so as to secure the world markets for our 
cotton, tobacco, and sugar,on the best possible terms. We 
have had a vast majority of the higher otiices of both Army 
and Navy, while a large proportion of the soldiers and sailors 
were drawn from the North. Equally so of clerks, audit 

ors, and comptroliers, fling the Executive Departments. 
The records show for the last filly years that of three thou- 


sand thus employed we have had more than two thirds of | 


the same, while we have but one third of the white popu- 

lation of the Republic. **A fraction 

over three fourths of the revenue collected for the support 

of the Government bas uniformly been raised from the 

North. Pause now whils 

template carefully and candidiy these important items.”’ 
* * * * * * * 


* * * 


” * * * * 


you can, gentlemen, and con- | 


** Por you to attempt to overthrow such a Government as 


this, under which we have lived for more than three quar- 


ters of a century,in which we have gained our wealth, our | 


standing asa nation, our domestic salety while the elements 
of peril are around us, with peace and tranquillity accom 
panied with unbounded prosperity, and rights unassailed, 
is the height of madness, tolly, and wickedness, to which 
I can neither lend my sanction nor my vote.” 

Now, sir, if the question were put to me when 
I would abandon this struggle, atwhat particular 
time, 1 would answer, in the language of the great 
Kentucky orator, ** Never, never, never!” If 
asked again, ** Shall we abandon the struggle ?”’ 
| would answer, When the last dollar isexpended, 
and the last man raised for the prosecution of 
the war for putting down this causeless, this in- 
famous, and this unjustifiable rebellion. 
until the credit of the Union is lost and in irre- 
trievable ruin would I give up the struggle to 
maintain the supremacy of the law and the au- 
thority of the Constitution over our entire soil. 
Not untilthe germ of patriotism has withered and 


rotted in the national heart would I yield up the | 


struggle. Not unul the last vestige of respect 
was lost for that proud and beautiful banner, the 
emblem of liberty aud of law, which decorates 
your chair. Not, sir, until the thrilling memo- 
ries which cluster around the actions of those im- 
mortal men, Washington and La Fayette, whose 
images adorn these walls shall have entirely died 
away inour hearts. Notuntil the last pulsation of 
patriotism shall have ceased to beat in the Amer- 
ican heart would | yield the struggle in which our 
people are at present engaged for the national ex- 
istenee and of free institutions. Lam for the Union 
Whatever stands in 
the way of the Union I say let it perish, 

My friend from Ohio, if he will allow me to 
designate him as such, seems to me when he will 
get out of the war by recognizing the southern 
confederacy to be only plunging the country into a 
war that will continue so long as the endlessages 
of time shal!l run their ceaseless course. For the 
sake of peace the gentleman from Ohio would dis- 
solve the Union and stop the war! Sir, 1 answer 
him that for the sake of peace, permanent peace 


and in order to preserve it 1 would continue the 
war. Whatever might have been accomplished 
before the war, it seems to me, sir, now, that 
there is but one way to terminate the struggle 
consistent with the idea of national unity, and 
that is by effectually overcoming and putting 
down all who stand opposed to the maintenance 
of the authority of the Governmentof the United 
States. Itis idle to talk about the Government 
having no constitutional power to coerce sov- 
ereign and independent States. The Constitution 
provides that the President shall see that ‘ the 
laws are faithfully executed;’’ and how can these 
laws be executed when either people or States 
stand in the way of their execution, without ap- 
plying the necessary force in putting and keeping 
them in operation ? 

Talk about coercing States! 
a Government be worth which had not the au- 
thority and energy to preserve its own existence? 
Suppose the Union was dissolved to-morrow, 
and the State of Ohio determined to secede from 
the northern Government, what would the gen- 
tleman say? Would he say let her go in peace, 
and upon the ground that her people were not 
bound under the Constitution to submit to the 
national authority? 
trine 


Sir, where would this doc- 
Suppose, sir, every other State 
determined to secede, and set up an independent 
government for itself? If the rule is to be toler- 


terminate ? 


Not | 


Sir, what would | 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| separate Governments on this continen: \ 
| are bound to live under the same ( 
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ated In one case it must govern jn all ¥ 
not? And is the gentleman trom Ohio , v 
to see as many different and independe: ~ 
ments set up on this continent as there oa 
or may hereafter be States in the Union . 
the prevalence of such a doctrine 
him what is to become of the national debt? W 
is to pay it?) Whatis to become of the , 
and of the Navy? Who is to defend + r . 
board?) Who is to protect our comms sabes 
the seas? Who is to own the Territories? \ 
is to represent the American name e ia | 
Who is to defend us against foreign avores . 
The very suggestion of these questions os 


Ver 
now 
. Under 
1 would ask 


questions gs 


| the absurdity of the POSILION assumed we 


i 


gentleman from Ohio in his speech, and 
dred other questions of a similar charset, ie ibaa bot 
overwhelm and confound him and all ot}, a ai 
think like him. No, sir, there can be ; 


0 two 
‘ Ve 
nile onstituth 
this is our only safety, and those peop! 
will not do so peaceably must be made to do en 
forcibly. = 

In regard to coercion I might add that all Goy. 
ernments, whether democratic or monarchical. a», 
but different systems of coercion. No Cites 
ment could stand a day without the prin 
of coercion, Without it, not only Governme; tg 
would be broken up, but society itself would be 
dissolved. In one of his great speeches in thy 
Senate of the United States, Henry Cla y used the 
following language: 


wi 


t 
nt 


*¢Tfany one State, or any one portion of the py 
any State, choose to place themsleves in array agains 


| Government of the Union, I am for trying the strenot) 








| 
| 


this Government. 1 am for ascertaining whether w 
a Government or not, practicable, efficient, cay 
maintaining its authority, and upholding the p W 
interests which belong to a Government. Nor, sir, am | 
to be alarmed or dissuaded from any such course 
mations of the spilling of blood, Lf blood is to be s; 
whose fault is it to be spilt? Upon the supposition | 
tained, it will be the fault of those who ehoose to ; ' 
standard of disunion, and endeavor to prostiate the G 
ernment. And, sir, When that is done, so long as it pleases 
God to give me a voice to express my sentiments, 
arin, Weak and enfeebled as it may be by age, that 
and that arm will be on the side of my count: the 
support of the general authority, and for the maintenance 
of the powers of the Union.’’ ‘ * ‘ ‘ + 
“If Kentucky to-morrow unfurls the banner of resist 
ance, [ never will fight under that banner; [ow 
mount allegiance to the whole Union—a_ subordina 


iy 
ib 


| tomy Own State.”—Henry Clay, in the Senate, is. 


3ut, sir, admitting forthe sake of the argument 
that there could be two independent Governments 
established here, each composed of different 
States, and based upon the right of secession, | 
might well ask the gentleman from Ohio, how 
long would they last?) And to-day, sir, he talks 
seriously about a dissolution of the Ameri 
Union! If the thing were possible, how would 
he go about it? What would be the first step? 
Would he withdraw the splendid Army under the 
command of the brave and invineible Grant to 
the north side of the Potomac? And whataspec- 
tacle would this be for the American people t 
look upon at this stage of this momentous st 
gle! Whatnext? A line of separation is | 
established. Where? Where is this boundary 


| to run if we recognize the southern confederacy‘ 


Can the gentleman from Ohio answer the ques 
tion? Letit be remembered that these insurgen's 
claim all the southern States. Let it not be for 
gotten that all the southern States, with te ex 
ception I believe of Maryland and Delaware, ire 
represented in the Richmond congress. W is 
totake Washington city? Is yonder monumen', 
commemorative of the virtues and the grea 
tions of him who was “first in peace, frst 
war, and first inthe hearts of his fellow-citizens, 
to stand upon the soil of a government es 
lished upon the ruins of the great Republic? A 
is that sacred spot, Mount Vernon, with #) © 
glorious associations that cluster around I, ¥ 
its precious relics, with the sacred ashes that le 
beneath its soil, with the old mansion, Wi) |* 
beautiful walks, with its stately trees, W! 
evergreens and its fragrant flowers, pian! 
the hand of Washington, to belong to & 1’ 
people? Is the home of the Father ot his‘ 9 
try to be denationalized and American 1"2 

no longer permitted to kneel at his tomy: 
forbid! Who is to oceupy this spl ndid and 
nificent Capitol? Where is Missouri! to 5° 
young and giant Commonwealth that I mt . 
honor in part to represent on this floor? at 
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of her Union people, who have sac- 
) in the cause of their country? If 
F ‘kes place is her broad domain, an 
h its if equal to all New England, 
soe with natural wealth superior to any 
Sinte in the Union; is she to be made 
i of the southern conf deracy, whose 
‘ical doctrine is the right of secession, 
se main corner-stone, in the language of 
a Gonhens, of Georgia, is ** African slavery ?”’ 
.-) where is Kentucky, the resting-place of Clay 
“¢ Crittenden, to go? Will the gentleman 
Ohio consent that the flourishing city that 
ws h s distinguished colleague represents on 
r shall be located upon the immediate 
-ofa foreign and hosule country, separated 
y a narrow river? Upon the theory of 
,whatis to become of ** Old Virginia,”’ 
na mater virum?’’ Who is to de- 
people of Virginia? Sir, will her 
jitants, and the loyal people of Mary- 
i of the other loyal States ever consent 
yoee two great States shall be lost to the 
\ Union? Does not the gentleman from 
Mr. Lone] see that the first step at nego- 
‘an would be a failure? That it is “‘ war to 
» and the knife to the hilt,’? except upon 
dition of the national integrity and unity? 
it see that the withdrawal of our troops 
vould only be a withdrawal for the purpose of 
e the struggle at once and afresh, until 
the other of these Powers is overcome? | 
ayto the gentleman from Ohio thatthe southern 
racy will be established and this Govern- 
9 ) down, or this Government must assert 
rity, maintain its jurisdiction, and crash 
m. ‘The two cannot exist side by side, 
ertaining this view, 1 am on the side of 
Government. In the language of the im- 
ui Clay, my paramount obligation is to the 
t Government and not to the State in which 
| was born or Int whi h I live, 


‘ 


Wi T 


t does the gentleman propose by recogni- 
What? Lask him where he would run 
line? 1 have seen no man who could answer 
question. The very suggestion of a line 
es along with it the idea of continuous war. 
What is to become of the Territories? Who is 
ty take them; the people of the loyal States or 
e people of the pretended confederacy? The 
itroversy itself started originally mainly about 
lerritories, and who is take them in theevent 
of recognition? Look at the sea-coast, reaching 
t m the Chesapeake around to the mouth of the 
ii Rio Grande, three thousand miles, with all its 
ys and harbors, and nearly all of them in the 
possession ofthe Government of the United States. 
Shall we surrender these? And what about the 
commerce of the great rivers of the West, and es- 
pecially of that great inland sea, the Mississippi? 
er th Who is to command and control the commerce 
t to which floats upon its broad bosom into the Gulf 
id hence to the sea? Are we to give that up? 
And yet that follows recognition! Dogentlemen 
expect to obtain peace by dissolution? Vain de- 
lus Look back at the teachings and warn- 
gs of the fathers of the Republic in regard to 
s mighty question. Let the gentleman from 
q Viio drink into his heart the inspirations of 
ae Washington when the foundations of free gov- 
? z ment were laid upon this continent. Let him 
‘dy well the opinions of Clay and Webster and 
es Jackson, and of the great men whose hearts were 
7 ‘i overwhelmed with anxiety in the midst of 
Ses ‘ve great political contests which took place in 
‘is Capitol in reference to the fate of the Ameri- 
vel can Union. They had no desire to lift the vail 
aa. td look beyond the destruction of the Govern- 
" nent. To their inspired vision the cause of lib- 
rty and of progress was identified with the con- 
a vance and perpetuity of the Union formed by 
wut fathers, There was no hope beyond this. 
ve *° Gem all was uncertainty and doubt and dark- 
“Ss and despotism. In that grand peroration 
* the noblest effort of his life, and which will be 
ood : | with admiration as long as the English lan- 
ails ese is spoken among men, Mr. Webster said: 


ene tai tare not allowed myself, sir, to look beyond the 


G ind . f see what might lie hidden in the dark recess be- 
— lave 


. berty when t 
“en asunder, 


the t 


he bonds that unite us together shall be bro- 
the precipies ; have hot accustomed myself to hang over 
sight, [ can h th disunion, to see whether, with my short 
What regard ia athom the depth of the abyas below ; hor could 

4m as a safe counselor in the affairs of this Gov- 


not coolly weighed the chances of preserving | 
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ernment whose thoughts should | 





sidering, not | Vv i { nomav be best 
how tolerable might be t mdition of the people when 
it should be broken up and destroyed. Whil ie Unio 
lasts, we have high, exciting, gratifving 
° 


prospects spre id 
out before us, for us and our 


hildren Beyond that Ll seek 
not to penetrate the vail. God grant that in my day, at 
Jeast, thatcurtain may notrise ! God grant that on my vision 
never may be opened what lies behind! When my eyes 
shall be turned to behold for the last time the sun in heaven, 
may I not see him shining on the broken and dishonored 
fraginents of a once glorious Union; on States dissevered, 
discordant, belligerent; on a land reut with civil feuds, or 
drenched, it may be, in fraternal blood! Let their last fee- 
Ne and lingering glance rather behold the gorgeous ensign 
of the Republic, now known and honored throughout the 
earth, still ftullhigh advanced, its arins 
ing in their original luster 


ind trophies stream 
not a stripe erased or polluted, 
nor a single star obscured, bearing tor its motto no such 
miserable interrogatory as * What is all this worth?’ nor 
those other words of delusion and folly, ‘ Liberty first and 
Union afterwards,’ but everywhere, spread all over in chat 
acters Of living light, blazing on all its ample folds,as they 
float over the sea and over the land, and in every wind 
under the whole heavens, that other sentiment, 





dear to 
every true American heart— Liberty and Union, vow and 


forever, one and inseparable ! 


The one 1s inseparably connected with the 
other. The cause of civilization and of human 
liberty musthang together with this Government, 
in my humble opinion. We owe it to ourselves 
in gratitude to a noble ancestry, we owe it tothe 
posterity which is to succeed us that this bright 
casket of liberty shall be transmitted to them un- 
impaired. ‘This free Constitution of ours was 
framed after a long and bloody struggle by our 


patriot ancestors. We had rrown up and pros- 


pered under it,and had become, up to the break- 
ing out of this rebellion, one of the proudest and 
most. powerful nations on ‘the face of the earth. 
And damned to everlasting perdition be the de- 
generate sons of noble sires who would permit 
such a bright and lovely heritage to pass from 
them. [Applause in the galleries. ] 

Jut, sir,it is not only for ourselves and for our 
posterity who are to come after us upon this con- 
tinent that we should maintain this struggle. 
Where, sir, is the hope of the world? Follow 
the course of the sun in his annual circuit around 
the heavens; go to the benighted portions of the 
world; go to the civilized and Christian parts of 
the earth, where the people are downtrodden by 
strong and arbitrary Governments, and where do 
they look for a model of imitation and for help 
and succor in the daysof their trial? Where but 
to our own hitherto happy country, the United 
States of America; ay, sir, the Unirep States! 
This has been to them the beacon-light, the 
‘*bright particular star,’’ which, like the star in 
the East that appeared over the babe of Bethle- 
hem, is guiding the oppressed of all the earth to 
the safe and secure resting-place of liberty. 

Sir, we owe it not only to ourselves and to 
our posterity, but we owe it to humanity every- 
where, in every country, beneath every clime, 
that we maintain this struggle against traitors 
armed for the purpose of destroying the Govern- 
ment, until we can come out of it with the stars 
and stripes once more floating proudly not only 
from the dome of this Capitol, but from every 
hill-top and in every valley from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific coast, and from the Penobscot to the 
mouth of the Rio Grande. [Applause from the 
galleries. } 

I am, then, sir, for war, in order that when 
peace does come it may be permanent and lasting. 
Better to fight to preserve our national unity than 
to go to pieces and have thereafter a thousand mul- 
tiplied causes of waramong ourselves. ‘The unity 
of the nation once settled, the Constitution and 
laws vindicated and obeyed, and there will be no 
longer any cause of strife and contenuon among 
ourselves and our posterity. We shall not falla 
prey to the great Powers of the earth, but fe ling 
that consciousness of strength which unity always 
inspires, practiced in the artof war as our people 
will be, and chastened and subdued by the terrible 
ordeal through which we have passed, our Gov- 
ernment and our people will then be able to stand 
the test of time and defy the world in arms against 
us, 

Nor let it be said that there can be no Union after 
the end of this cruel and unnatural civil war. Na- 
tions, like individuals, are at last governed by 
their own best interests, and the war once terin- 


inated there will be a thousand considerations of 


mutual interest to bind us indissolubly together. 


| The same motives which prompted our fathers to 


establish a common Government and Union, will 


] 605 


tenfold power on us in restoring that 


W bn we had well-nigh ist. ‘The feelings of 


operate wit 


prejudice and of hate cannot last always: these 
Will we iraway with time ,and both pares Daving 
earned the prowess and strength of each other, 
Will in the future cultivate in a higher degree 
those sentuments of mutual re spect and forbear- 
ance which are ) essential to the peace of the 
country and the rood order of society. 

; Such, sir, is the history of the world, 

body for peace, and yet men engaged in px 


Every- 
rpetual 
war. Other nations have had the same trials as 
those which are now unhappily upon us. «They 
have been rent and torn by civil wars. But at 
last the powerful motive of self-interest has con- 
trolled, and peoples apparently forever alienated 


lave united and lived happily together. ‘The 
States of ancient Greece after many civil wars 


did not hesitate to unite to drive back the Persian 
invader. ‘The border wars between England and 
Scotland lasting for centuries were finally settled 
in peace and in union, and under the same mon- 
arch. The bloodiest page of English history is 
the flerce struggle recorded between the houses of 
York and Lancaster, yet these wars at last term- 
inated, and the white and red roses were happily 
blended together. Similar illustrations may be 
found running all through the history of our race, 
among the Jews, the Romans, the Spaniards, the 
Germans, and nearly all carrying along with it 
the encouraging idea that civil wars are not ne- 
cessarily fatal to the peace of those who are en- 
gaged in them, nor to union and harmony when 
these unhappy conflicts have ended. \ 

Mr. Speaker, | am well aware of the discon- 
nected nature of the remarks which Lam address- 
ing to the House on this occasion, and L will de- 
tain the House butafew moments longer. How 
shall the Union be restored when we shall have 
broken the military power of the confederate 
States? We hear a great deal about extermina- 
tion. ‘The gentleman trom Kentucky (Mr. Smita] 
has spoken of * subjugation, emancipation, ex- 
termination.’’” These “‘ harps of a thousand 
strings’’ have been played upon prettyextensively 
here. We have heard, too, of confiscation not 
only of the property of the rebels, but of their 
children, and of that other doctrine of ** misce- 
genation.’’ [Laughter.] 1 believe that is what 
they call it. 

Mr. Speaker, | have entire confidence not only 
in the patriotism, but also in the liberality and 
the wise statesmauship of the people of the loyal 
States of this Union; and in making this remark 
| apply it to all parties. I believe that when the 
military power of the rebel States is broken, the 
most liberal terms will be offered to the southern 
people consistent with our duty to the Govern- 
ment whose authority and integrity we are de- 
fending, and consistent with those just responst- 
bilities and burdens which must fall and rest upon 
those wicked men who have been instrumental in 
inaugurating and carrying on this most causeless 
and unholy rebellion. Ll have never believed that 
this war would resultin the extermination or deg- 
radation or exile of the masses of the people of 
the South, or the robbery of their property; nor 
have I ever believed that it would result in upi- 
versal emancipation, without providing ample and 
liberal compensation to loyal owners of this de- 
scription of property, and in giving them full time 


to dispose of aninstiiution long established among 


them,and the sudden annihilation of which might 
lead to the most disastrous conseqvences both to 
the white and to the black race. I speak of the 
masses who have been misled; for I believe that 
all parties agree that the jeaders in this strife, the 
men who set on foot this rebellion, should be 
brought to condemnation and punishment, « ither 
in meting out to them the full penalty of thelaw, 
or by forcing them to leave the country. 

But, sir, the work that we have first to do is 
to break and destroy their military power. Until 
this is accomplished it is idle to talk about res- 
toration, This is the first thing to be done, and 
there ought notto be two opinions upon that ques- 
tion between any two loyal men, no matier what 
party they may belong to. Were ut not for a dis- 
position on the part of individuals to promote 
the interest of this or that party, of this or that 
candidate to the presidential office, there 18 no 
good reason why eight tenths of the members of 
this House should not agree upon a liberal, en- 
lightened, statesmanlike, and constitutional policy 
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for the purpose of overthrowing this rebellion 
and reéstablishing the authority of the Govern- 
ment. 

There may be some peace men on this side of 
the House, as the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Lone] has avowed himself to be, and as the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Fernanpno Woop} 
has avowed himself to be. There may be some 
men (Lcannot designate them myself) who are, 
per se, disunionists, and have been these many 
vears; because we know that there are such in the 
North as well asin the South; and we know that 
there are some men who claim now to be, par 
exceléence, THE Union men of the country, who 
doubt the loyalty and patriotism of every man 
who happens to differ with them; and yet buta 
few yenrs ago they were ‘singing psalms’’ to 
Sut a few years ago they were pray- 
ing for disunion, simply because there happened 
toexist in the country an institution that was ob- 
noxious to their sensibilities, and their opinion 
of right. Sir, | have no confidence in the Union- 


disunion. 


who seem to be listening to me with such patient 
attention: 
Executive Mansion, 
WASHINGTON, August 22, 1862. 

Dear Sir: I have just read yours of the 19th, addressed 
to myself through the New York Tribune. If there be any 
statements or assumptions of fact which I may kuow tobe 
erroneous, [ do notuow and here controvert them. If there 
be in it any inferences which [ may believe to be falsely 
drawn, | do not now and bere argue against them. If 
there be perceptible in it an impatient and dictatorial tone, 
I waive it indeference to an old friend whose heartI have 
always supposed to be right. 

As to the policy [**seem to be pursuing,’ as you say, 
[ have not meant to leave any one in doubt. [I would 
save the Union, 


the Constitution, The sooner the national authority can 
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God forbid! God forbid! Wey ill not 
let the war last five years or ten yt aad 
continue it as long as any power . 
Government. And if I could send the same 

to those beautiful children with which G. i 


5'Ve ity 
We 


remains int 


{ 
a} 


| blessed me, it would descend to the ce 


| son, until that flag which is now 

| the dome of this Capitol shall w 
| portion of this once happy country, as { y 
| » 48 the 


[ would save it the shortest way under | 


be restored the nearer the Union will be ** the Union as it | 


was.”’? If there be those who would not save the Union 
unless they could at the same time save slavery, I do not 
agree with them. If there be those who would not save 
the Union unless they could at the same time destroy 
slavery, [ do not agree with them. 
in this struggle is to save the Union, and is not either to 
save or to destroy slavery. If [ could save the Union 


| without freeing any slave [ would do it; and if Lcould save 


isi of such men; and when [see them sneaking | 


around this Capitol, with the blood of this rebel- 
lon smelling upon their garments and dripping 
from their skirts, | cannot repress that indigna- 
tion which every true patriot ought to feel against 
all those who have been in any way instrumental 
atany me in inciting, promoting, or in any way 
encouraging this rebellion. 

Sir, | refer to the radical abolitionists of the 


John Brown and Phillips school, who have never | 


manifested any respect forthe lawsor any love for 
the Constitution of then eguniry,and1 take this 
occasion to say that the country has almost as 
much to fear from the example and teachings 
of these radicals as from the rebels who are in 
armsalmost within sightof this Capitol, Sir, we 
have traitors in the North as wellasin the South. 
But I thank God I have believed and still believe 
that they are few in number outside of the rebel- 
lion. The Republican party proper I have looked 
upon as an anti-slavery party in the just sense 


of the term, and according to those principles | 
which were avowed by such men as Washington, | 


Jetferson,and Madison, and other fathers of the 
Republic when they laid the foundations of free 
governmenton this continent. They were anti- 


slavery then; they regarded the institution of sla- | 


very as a great evil, and under the Constitution 


and according to the forms of law they looked to | 


and desired its gradual extinction in this country. 
gut they were willing to leave this question to 
the patience, the sound judgment, and the patri- 


ousm oftheir posterity; and but for those pesuf- || 


erous men, the radical abolitionists of the North 


and the secessionists of the South, so long work- | 


ing + co6peration, and aiming at the same ob- 
ject, our unhappy country might have been saved 
this bloody ordeai, endangering the very exist- 
ence of the Government, causing so many tears 
to flow and so many hearts to bleed in every nook 
and corner of the country. 


But the great middle class, of which we are the | 


Representatives, the middle men of all parties, 


Repablican and Democratic, in the loyal States, | 


ay, and in the disloyal States too, are true to the 
core. They can come up to the dignity of the 
subject. They can appreciate and do appreciate 
the importance of the restoration and salvation of 
the Government. All that they desire is more of 
broad and liberal statesmanship on the part of the 
leaders of their respective parties, to unite, come 
together, and pull up by the roots this accursed re- 
bellion, and restore peace to the land. 

Mr. Speaker, [ hold in my hand a document 
which | believe I will read before I take my seat. 
it is from the pen of the present Chief Magistrate 
of the nation. 


me,and I cannot say that he is the best authority 
with me onall questions. But I think this is one 
of the soundest papers that he has written since 
he came into power. 1 thought so at the time I 
first read it. I think so yet. And I do not see 
why every loyal man may not come up to this 
standard. It isa letter addressed to Horace Gree- 
ley some eighteen monthsago. I know that mat- 
ters have advanced considerably since this letter 
was written. Though not being a very progres- 


sive man, still IT have kept advancing “ step by | 
step to the music of the Union,” and I have at | 


[ will 


all events, I believe, got up to this letter. 


| know he is not regarded as very 
good authority with some of my friends around | 


—— 








| now impending 


| across the Potomac; what then? 


it by freeing ail the slaves | would do it; and if I could 


My paramount object | 


| curses that will fall upon us. 


Mm from sire tp 
Streaming fron 
ave Over ey, ; 
: flag 
of a fire e, powerful, happy, and redeemed peon|, 

Sir, if we do not bring ourselves Out o: 
troubles, if we are so degenerate as to pern 
Government like this to die; if we are d 

7 “a Ue- 
generate sons of noble sires as to shrink from 
give up such a contest, we shall des: 


' 
OT Lhegs 


ta 
suc} 


rve all 
Let us fire 


trusting in that Providence which susta 


save it by freeing some and leaving others alone, | would || 


also do that. Whatl do about slavery and the colored 
race, I do because | believe it helps to save this Union; 


|| sea that lies before us. 


and what [ forbear, | forbear because I do not believe it || 


would help to save the Union. T shall do less whenever I 
shall believe what Lam doing hurts the cause, and I shall do 


more Whenever I shall believe doing more will help the | 


cause. I shall try to correct errors when shown to be 
errors; and [ shall adopt new views so fast as they shall 
appear to be true views. 

{ have here stated my purpose according to my view 
of official duty; and I intend no modification of my oft- 
expressed personal wish that all men everywhere could be 
free. 

Yours, 

Hon. Horace GREELEY. 


A. LINCOLN. 


| believe | might put that to the vote of my 
honorable friends around me, and that with the 
exception of the honorable gentleman from Mary- 


land, [Mr. Harris,] and perhaps the honorable 


rentleman from Ohio, whose case we have under 


| consideration, it would get a universal ‘‘ ay.’’ 


» 4 2 o 
1 do not think that my friends on the Republican 


side will back down from so broad and liberal a 
policy as is indicated in that letter. 
Mr. Speaker, one word further, and [am done. 
I have referred to the immense interests at stake 
in the struggle that is now going on between this 
Governmentand those whoare in rebellion against 
it. Defeat tous is eternal, everlasting disgrace, 
and dishonor to ourselves and our children. - We 
must succeed. It cannot be otherwise. 
In the mighty struggle which we suppose is 
me? 
arins will be felt than any that has yet taken place 
during this terrible strife, suppose that accom- 


° . j 
plished general, the most accomplished, perhaps, 


of all the generals on either side, at least equal to 
any in military skill and prowess, Robert E. Lee, 
should beatdown our forces and drive them back 
Are our hearts 
to sink within us, are we to give up the struggle 
in despair? Suppose this capital is taken, sup- 
pose the President, at the other end of the avenue, 
is compelled to remove a few hundred miles fur- 
ther North, and this Congress is compelled to go 
elsewhere for the purpose of holding its sessions. 
Suppose the Potomac is crossed, the Chesapeake 
reached? Suppose Baltimore is taken? Suppose 


| they march to the Susquehanna, and pass vic- 


torious through Maryland and Pennsylvania, will 
you then be contented to give up the struggle? 
Never, never! Stand by your flag! Stand b 

yourConstitution! Rally the powerand strength 
of the loyal States, that have not yet exhibited 


| themselves. Bring out your middle classes; bring 


out your gray-headed and gray-bearded men, and 
put the Union at last upon its real trial. 
Will it take a year longer; two years longer; 
five years longer? What are years In the histor 
y 3 
of a nation; what is time; what is money; what 


is blood, compared to the preservation and sal- | 


vation of a Government like this? Will you 
say that we have already lost $2,000,000,000; 
that we have already lost five hundred thousand 
men, and that you are therefore ready to acknowl- 
edge the effort to save the Union a failure? Sir, here 
are five hundred thousand more of our sons to be 
sacrificed, and here is a Government to be saved. 
Which is of most value, $2,000,000,000 and five 
hundred thousand men for putting down this rebel- 
lion, or this Government? Will you weigh these 
sacrifices against the preservation of liberty and 
free institutions, for ourselves, our posterity, and 


read it for the benefit of my Democratic friends, |! all who shall make America their happy home? 


when a more terrible crash of || 





|| sion of Congress we have admitted threy 
| States which the enterprise and energy of 


| will have been brought upon us in consequer 


hed our 


ancestors. We are in His hands, and if we , 
so unworthy of the trust that has been plac 7. 
us as basely to surrender it up, God will s, ot 
it that this nation was not born so svon to d ' 
Look at the bright destiny that await, 
country if we can get over the dark and stormy 
Look atthe W, st, at ed 
father of waters, upon which it is my good for. 
tune to live, and a larger, brighter, and richor 
heritage than that which lies east of that michr 
stream is beyond. Even during the presen 


this 


sons have already rendered populous, extend = 
to the base of the Rocky mountains. I) Nevada 
and Colorado and California are to be develo; 
untold riches, which of themselves will be , 
means of relieving us from the burdens w} 


eg 
4 


ice 
of this cruel and unnatural war. Let us coy 
out of it, and let the angel of peace once mor 
spread his bright wings over the continent, over 
a free and united people, and the energy of our 
masses will be revived anew. Like a young giant 
they will spring up at a bound; their energies 
renewed, their hopes inspired, their prospects 
brightened, they will go forward in the enjoym nt 
of peace, of free institutions, and with a success 
altogether unknown to them in our previous his- 
tory. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri. 
ask but a minute or two longer. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. There is no objection on 


Mr. Speaker, | 


| this side of the House to the gentleman having 


‘| man will be respected in every part of the he 
able globe. 


the additional time he asks. 

Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri. Mr. Speaker 
I will not detain the House at this late hour. That, 
sir, is the bright day to which I look. That is 
the question to which my vision turns. 1 want 
to see this disastrous war brought to an honor- 
able close, and these difficulties adjusted free from 
prejudice, and by a liberal, enlightened, wise, and 
philanthropic policy that will enable the py 
of all the States to meet once more in cownseito- 
gether upon terms of fraternity and equality, and 
consult dispassionately and sensibly in regard to 
the true interests of themselves and their post 
ity. Burying in oblivion the sad memories of 
last few years, purified by the misfortunes 
calamities which unhappily have overtaken us, 


’ 


-and relying with unshaken confidence upon 


good Providence who watched over the great Re- 
public in its infancy, and a bright destiny st! 
awaits the American people. Our American a 
tionality preserved, and with a name known avd 
honored as heretofore throughout all the ear', 
our Government will be at once the envy and ad- 
miration of mankind. Beneath the broad wg 5 
of a free Constitution and equal laws, with te 
States and the General Government working 7 
harmony under the influence of well-adjusted and 
appropriately balanced powers, our country Wil 
be the home and the asylum of all who seek 10 
cast their lot where men are protected in all their 
rights, and where all the avenues to honor, 
fame, and to usefulness are open to the hum)! st 
citizen who has energy and virtue and talent 0 
recommend him. 

Let our watchword be upward and onwar’, 
and even during the present generation of me? 
we shall behold our Government the first amo's 
the nations of theearth. Wearing the proud ute 


of American citizen, the rights of the hum) - 
abile 


wo 


And looking to our hitherto unper 


alleled advancement in all the elements of national 
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ulation, in wealth, in the intelligence 
= in mechanical skill, in agricultural 


ithe day is not far distant when that 
iful banner, the « mblem of west- 


d beau 
will have gathered upon its ample 


Zauions, 
wdent States stretching across the conti- 
+ m the Atlanuc to the Pacific sea, wearing 
ond motto, **E pluribus unum,’’and resting 
rou Ov ; ‘ ; 
within the American Union, giving to all 
ce sciousness of strength which will ever 
ns 
ys to strangle treason at home and to repel 
y from abroad, and reassuring the world 
+ last the United States of America is 
wd of the free and the home of the brave.’’ 
layse in the galleries.] 
Mr ROGERS obtained the floor, but yielded to 
Mr. HOLMAN, who moved that the House 
“Mr, COLFAX. I wish to give notice, as the 
hate on this question has gone toan extent that 
= ve sontleman must agree has been liberal, and 
eye = 


from Ohio, Mr. Giddings, was censured 
1 viriu 
‘ynity to speak, I will, as soon on Thursday 
| wot the floor, call the previous question. 
Phe motion to adjourn was agreed to. 
And then (at half past eleven o’clock, p. m.) 
the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, April 14, 1864. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SunpeRLAND. 


The Journal of Tuesday last was read and ap- | 


proved. 
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


The VICE PRESIDENT signed the enrolled 
bill (H.R. No. 12) extending the time within 
e States and Territories may accept the 

tof lands made by the act entitled * An act 

ting public lands to the several States and 
Territories which may provide colleges for the 

it of agriculture and the mechanic arts,”’ ap- 

ved July 2, 1862; which had previously been 
sigued by the Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, 


Whit 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a letter of the Secretary of the Interior, com- 
nunicating a report of the Commissioner of In- 


in Affairs of the estimated amount required to | 
defray the liabilities incurred for the subsistence | 


Sioux and Winnebago Indians removed 
rom Minnesota to Dakota, and recommending 
appropriation agreeably to the estimates for 


~ 


(purpose; which was referred to the Commit- 
m Indian Affairs. 

He also laid before the Senate a report of the 

Secretary of the Navy, communicating, in com- 
ance with a resolution of the Senate of the 17th 


f De ember, 1863, information in relation to arm- | 
red ve ssels, their efficiency, capability, and the 


services Which may have been rendered by them, 
(especially as to operations in the harbor of 
rleston; which was referred to the committee 


the conduct of the war, and ordered to be | 


nted without the accompanying documents. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr, HARRIS presented the memorial of the 
vilaio and State Line Railroad Company, re- 
Moustrating against the extension of the Good- 


I 
} 
C 


year patent for the manufacture of vulcanized | 


lidia rubber; which was referred to the Commit- 
ee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

of the United States, praying for the emancipa- 
on of all persons of African descent held to in- 


: ‘unary service or labor in the United States; 
Hic 


i; 
4 freedmen \ 


: ake presented the memorial of the president 
= rectors of the Fitchburg and Worcester 
oe Company, remonstrating against the ex- 
oo of Goodyear 8 patent for the manufacture 
7 vulcanized India rubber; which was referred 
° i, cmmition on Patents and the Patent Office. 
= r, FOSTER presented a memorial of the 
president of the New London and Northern Rail- 
are npany sa memorial of officers of the New 

wand Northampton Railroad Company, and 


ar) 
al 


ally expelled, he was not allowed an op- | 


Mr, SUMNER presented a petition of women | 


h was referred to the committee on slavery | 


punare d stars, represenung that number | 


a memorial of the Norwich and Worcester Rail- 
road Company and Norwich and New York 
‘Transportation C t 
the extension of Goodyear’s patent for the manu 
facture of vulcanized 
referred 


npany, remonstrating agains 
India rabber; which were 


to the Committee on Patents and the 


| Patent Office. 


Mr. TRUMBULL presented the memorial of 


the Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Railroad | 


Company, remonstrating against the extension of 
Goodyear’s patentfor the manufacture of vulean- 


ized India rubber; which was referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Patents and the Patent Office. 


Mr. DIXON presented the memorial of the 


| president of the Naugatuck Railroad Company, 
| and a memorial of the president of the Hartford 
and New Haven Railroad Company, remonstrat- | 


ing against the extension of Good y« ar’s patent 


| for the manufacture of vulcanized India rubber; 


which were referred to the Committee on Patents 


| and the Patent Office. 


ast vote in the House, when the gen- | 





Mr. WILKINSON presented the petition of 
Thomas J. Galbraith, agent for the Sioux Indians 
of Minnesota, praying to be relieved from all re- 
sponsibility for property destroyed by the Sioux 
Indians on the 18th of August, 1862, and that the 


accounting officers of the ‘Treasury may be au- | 


thorized to adjust and settle his accounts upon 


the principles of equity; which was referred to the | 


Committee on Indian Affairs. 


Mr. MORGAN arg resolutions of the || 


Legislature of New York in favor of the payment 
of a bounty of $100 to the two years’ volunteers 


| from that State; which were referred to the Com- 


mittee on Military Affairs and the Militia, and 
ordered to be printed, 


j 





He also presented a memorial of the president | 


of the Northern Railroad Company of New York, 
remonstrating against the extension of Good- 
year’s patent for the manufacture of vulcanized 
India rubber; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. CLARK presented four petitions of citi- 
zens of Stratham, New Hampshire, praying for 


the abolition of slavery,and such an amendment 
of the Constitution as will forever prohibit its | 
existence in any portion of our country; which | 


were ordered to he on the table. 


Mr. POMEROY presented a memorial of John | 


Beeson, L. F. Peaslee, and A. D. Ruggles, a com- 
mittee appointed ata public meeting held in the 
city of Washington, District of Columbia, pray- 
ing for the adoption of measures to insure justice 
in the administration of Indian affairs, and to pro- 


mote the welfare of the various Indian tribes; and | 


recommending that commissioners be appointed || 


to attend Indian councils to be held at important 
points, to hear from the various Indian tribes a | 
statement of their grievances; which was referred | 


to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
Mr. SHERMAN presented a memorial of the 


president of the Cleveland, Columbus, and Cin- | 


cinnati Railroad Company, remonstrating against 
the extension of Goodyear’s patent for the man- 
ufacture of vulcanized India rubber; which was 
referred to the Committee on Patents and the 
Patent Office. 

He also presented a memorial of the president 
of the Sandusky, Mansfield, and Newark Rail- 
road Company, and the president of the San- 


dusky, Dayton, and Cincinnati Railroad Com- | 


pany,anl a memorial of the president of the 


Central Ohio Railroad Company, remonstrating | 


against the extension of the Goodyear patent 
for the manufacture of vulcanized India rubber; 


which were referred to the Committee on Patents | 


and the Patent Office. 
Mr. HOWE presented a memorial of the Le- 
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Pitcher, praying for compensation for the use in 
the penitentiary in the District of Columbia of 


AVauable patent belonging to him: which waa 
referred to the Committee on Claim F 
Mr. DOOLITTLE presented a letter of W. B. 


Shubrick, chairman of the Livht-House Board, 
communicating estimates of amounts re quire dto 
be appropriated to complete the light-house works 
at Racine and Milwaukee, Wisconsin; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. ( LARK presented a memorial of the di. 
rectors of the Wilton Railroad Company, remon- 
strating against the extension of the Goodyear 
patent for the manufacture of vulcanized India 
rubber; which was referred to the Committee on 
Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. COWAN presented three petitions of citi- 
zens of Philadelphia, praying for increased rail- 
road facilities between the cities of New York and 
Philadelphia; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs and the Militia. 

Mr. COWAN. A few days ago I presented 
a memorial from the Board of Trade of Philadel- 
phia, praying for the erection of a pier at Lewes 
in Delaware, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. | now move that that 
committee be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of that memorial and thatit be referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, as I understand 
that another memorial of a like character haa 
heretofore been referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, 

The motion was agreed to. 


ADMISSION OF NEBRASKA AS A STATE 


Mr. WADE. I move now to take up the bill 
to enable the people of Nebraska to form a State 
rovernment, 

Mr. DAVIS. Lobject. Idesire to havea vote 
upon the resolution introduced by me some time 
avo in relation to the case of Yocum; and if the 
Senate will come to a vote upon that resolution I 
think itean be done withoutdebate. Ishallhave 
no objection to any course that the honorable 
Senator or anybody else may propose. 

Mr. WADE. I suppose the bill will not take 
long; we had it up the other day and discussed it. 
I do not think there will be any further debate 
upon it. My opinion is that the Senate is ready 
now to pass the bill without discussion, and if the 
Senate will let me get it up L think it will soon 
be gotout of the way. If the people of Nebraska 
are to be authorized to form a State government 
the authority ought to be given soon, in order to 
enable them to do it in season, 

Mr. DAVIS. Idislike exceedingly to interfere 
with the request of the honorable Senator; but [ 
move to take upthe resolution to refer the case of 
Yocum to the Committee on the Judiciary merely 
for a vote,and when that is disposed of by a vote, 
without another word of debate | promise the 
honorable Senator and all other gentlemen that I 
will not interfere with them. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion of the 


Senator from Ohio 1s firstin order unless he with- 


| draws it. 


Mr. WADE. Ido not think I ought to with- 
draw it, because I feel certain the bill will take 
very little time. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the motion of the Senator from Ohio. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 
144) to enable the people of Nebraska to form a 


| constitution and State government, and for the 


gislature of Wisconsin in favor of an appropri- || 


ation to improve the entrance into Fox river from 


| Green bay; which was referred to the Committee 


on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. JOHNSON presented a memorial of the 
president of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 


Company, remonstrating against the extension of | 


Goodyear’s patent for the manufacture of vulean- 


ized Indiarubber; which was referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. MORRILL presented a petition of citizens 
of Bath, Maine, praying for such an amendment 
of the Constitution as will forever prohibit the 


existence of slavery in any portion of our coun- |) 
| reported adversely thereon. 


try; which was ordered to lie on the table. 
He also presented the petition of Charles A. 


admission of such State into the Union onan equal 
footing with the original States. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading, was 
read the third me, and passed. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. DOOLITTLE, it was 


Ordered, Tiat the message of the President of the United 
States, communicated at the third session of the Thirty- 
Seventh Congress,in relation to Lndian barbarities in Min- 
nesota, be taken from the files of the Senate and referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. FOSTFR, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to whom was referred a bill (8. No. 127) 


to authorize the transfer of indictments from the 
district to the circuit courts of the United States, 


Mr. TEN EYCK, from the Committee on the 
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Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill (1. R. 
No. 306) to amend an actentitied **An act pre- 
scribing the times and places for holding terms 
of the circuit courts for the districts of lowa, Min- 
nesota, and Kansas,” approved January 13, 1863, 
reported adversely thereon, 

Mr. CHANDLER, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to whom was referred a bill (H. R. 
No. 62) fixing certain rules and regulations for 
preventing collisions on the water, reported it 
without amendment. 

Mr. ANTHONY, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to whom was referred a motion to print five 
thousand additional copies of the report of the 
committee on the conduct of the war in relation 
to the Florida expedition, reported in favor of the 
motion, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. WILKINSON, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the me- 
morial of Louis Roberts, praying for indemnifi- 
cation for goods destroyed, submitted a report 
accompanied by a bill (S. No. 234) for the relief 
of Louis Roberts. The bill was read and passed 
to a second reading, and the report was ordered 
to be printed. 

RAILROAD GRANT TO KANSAS. 


Mr. HARDING. The Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred a bill (S. No. 101) 
amendatory of the act entitled **An act fora grant 
of lands to the State of Kansas, in alternate sec- 
tions, to aid in the construction of certain rail- 
roads and telegraphs in said State;’’ a bill (S. 
Nw. 124) to amend an act entitled **An act fora 
grant of lands to the State of Kansas, in alternate 
sections, to aid in the construction of certain rail- 
roads and telegraphs in said State,’’ approved 
March 3, 1863; a bill (S. No. 182) to amend an 


act entitled “An act for a grant of lands to the | 


State of Kansas, in alternate sections, to aid in 


the construction of certain railroads and tele- | 
graphs in said State;’’ and a bill (S. No. 200) for 


a graut of lands to the State of Kansas to aid in 
the construction of the Osage and Cottonwood 
Valley railroad in said State, have directed me to 


report a new bill as a substitute for all of those | 


bills, 

The bill (S. No. 233) making an additional 
grant of lands to the State of Kansas to aid in the 
construction of railroad and telegraph lines was 
read,and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I have certain amend- 
ments that I shall propose to that bill when it 
comes before the Senate for consideration, which 
I ask to have printed. 

‘The motion to print was agreed to. 


FRENCIL SPOLIATIONS REPORT. 


Mr. ANTHONY. The Committee on Print- | 
ing, to whom was referred a motion to print three | 


thousand additional 9 oe of the report of the 
Committee on Foreign 


port in favor of the motion, and to ask for its 
present consideration. The reason why I want 


it acted on now is that the type is standing, and | 


unless the order be made at once the Government 
will be at the expense, by and by, of resetting it. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I wish to inquire of the 
Senator what report that is. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Itis a motion of the Sen- 
ator from Maryland [Mr. Jounson] to print three 
thousand extra copies of the report of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations upon French spoli- 
ations prior to 1801. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the motion. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. lam not able to see that 


there should be printed extra copies of an ordi- | 


nary report upon a private claim or a number of 
private claims. Itis nota question of such general 


interest that extra copies ought to be published, 


it seems to me. 
Mr. ANTHONY. Well, sir, whatever dis- 
position the Senate please to make of it, I shall 


be satisfied with. The committee thought, as it | 
was asubject of so much interest, that the report | 


ought to be printed. It is not by any means a 
private claim, but a treaty claim, and there are 
many persons all over the commercial parts of 
the country who are deeply interested in it. I 
only want to have the matter disposed of. 
Mr. BUCKALEW called for the yeas and 
nays, and they were ordered. . 
ir. CONNESS. Before the vote is taken 
on this motion, | should like to hear froin some 


Relations in regard to the | 
French spoliation claims, have directed me to re- 


| They involve the construction of a treaty be- 


| upon the subject, have been in favor of the pay- 


| cedent treaties. 








| in favor of their allowance. 


| with all the fullness which characterizes papers 


_ claimants who are pressing these claims, and who 
| have been pressing them for two or three genera- 
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Senator the reasons why three thousand copies || 
of this report of a committce on the question of || 
the French spoliation claims should be printed 
for the use of the Senate. It appears to me to | 
be an act of liberality not very wise, to say the 
least of it. | 

Mr. JOHNSON. I offered the resolution, | 
which has been favorably reported upon by the 
Committee on Printing, from a conviction thata 
great many of the people have an interest in the 
subject, but particularly because the questions 
themselves are of very great interest. ‘The ques- 
tions in regard tothe obligations of the United 
States to make good the losses sustained by those 
who suffered from what are called spoliations by | 
France prior to 1801 are very important ones. 


tween the two countries, and they involve also 
the consideration of very many important ques- 
tions of national law. Upon these questions 
differences of opinion have prevailed in the coun- 
cils of Congressin the past, and with persons of 
different parties. Most of the reports, however, 
that have been made in each branch of Congress 


ment of these claims. The obligation of the 
United States to pay them is upon the ground 
that they being at that time claims upon France, | 
were abandoned by the United States in the treaty 
of 1801, in order toobtain on their part a release 
from the obligation, or alleged obligation, under 
which the United States were by virtue of ante- || 





The report is quite an elaborate one, drawn up 





of this description prepared by the chairman of 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. He has | 
collected together, very accurately, I have no 
doubt, all the facts connected with the claims. 
He has given the history of the proceedings in 
Congress and the proceedings of the Executive, 
and has examined very fully all the principles of 
law applicable to the questions which the claims 
present. The amount proposed to be allowed is 
$5,000,000, payable in stock; I forget the partic- 
ular periods at which the stock is to be payable. 
I think it is due to ourselves, particularly in the 
present condition of the country, when we are 
recommending an appropriation of so large asum 
as $5,000,000, that we should place ourselves right 
before the country, and I do not know that we 
can do it so effectually as by laying before them 
such a report as is the one made by the chairman 
of the Committee on Foreign Relations. Weare 
in the habit of printing reports from the different 
committees upon questions of much less general 
interest, as | think, than those which belong to 
this subject, and I therefore thought when I of- 
fered the resolution (but it seems I was mistaken) 
that there would be almost a unanimous agree- 
ment on the part of the Senate that some addi- 
tional copies, if not to the extent of three thousand 
to some greater extent than are usually printed, 
sheuld be published of this report. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not propose to enter 
into the discussion of the ability of this report, as I 
have not read it, or of the propriety of paying these | 
French claims which have been before Congress 
for a generation, and perhaps two or three gene- 
rations,and have been discussed here repeatedly. | 
But this is a question of printing, not the usual 
number of copies which are always printed of 
every report, and which will be printed of this re- 
port, I presume. Some fifteen hundred, I think, | 
are printed for the use of the Senate and House 
of Representatives, and halfadozen copies or more 
for each Senator and Representative. The only 
object of printing extra copies of any of the 
public documents or reports is to circulate them 
among the people. Now, doesanybody suppose 
there is a demand in this country from the people 
for extra copies of the report of the committee in 
relation to the allowance of these French claims? 
Does anybody suppose that these extra copies | 
will be read? I do not expect any demand for 
them from my constituents. Probably the French 





tions past, would like to see the argument made 
It may be compli- 
mentary to them to send them copies of this re- 
pert, but so far as legislation is concerned, we | 
shal! have copies of the report, as many as any || 


| of us want, and we can all read it and understand || 


|| in them; that is to say, a portion of o 


| ferent Congresses at different perio 


| this report. 
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it. I trust the Senate will not vote to pris 
TING ¢€ 


copies ofthis report. I can see NO Occasions me 
ij ne “S810N for. 
It is a small matter, it is true. I do not su; = 
° . ‘VE SlNne 
it will cost a great deal, but there ‘PP Ose 


has been vere 


Ca 


much said about the extravagance of rint 
I have been a member of Congress, —_— 
_Mr. FESSENDEN. There js only one 
sideration which, in my judgment, would i, ae 
the printing of this extra number of copics “ "y 
are old claims, as stated by the Senator fro ewe 
nois; and I can say to the Senate that | inn ; 
fortune or misfortune to be personally int ste { 


Chr, 


1e Er 
1 Claim of 


the kind comes down to me in the Position 
which I stand underawill. I have examined 
claims, and I have no question that ' 
just and honest claims as ever were 
any Congress. They have been re 
favorably some eighteen or twent 


In 


they are as 
Presented 
ported ur 

y limes in dif. 


d é 1s, and always 
kept alive. I believe there never were moro tn, a‘ 
thar 


one or two reports against them. The } 
their payment has passed both Houses of 
gress several times, but only twice at the 


ul fi rT 
Con. 


Sar 


| Session, and in both those cases the bill was os 


toed by the Presidents on grounds which 
stated, one because it did not make sufficient 
vision, and the other because he thought we hy | 
not money enough. 
Here is another report made. The matter hag 


Hey 


|| gone outof the public mind. Nobody out of Cop. 


gress, and very few in Congress, except the hieirs 
of persons interested, now know much aboy: 
the subject. The bill proposes to approp: - 
$5,000,000. I think that if the bill is to be acted 
upon and passed, it would be well that the public 
prints should have possession of the facts, that 
they should know what the facts are on which) the 
bill is founded, in order that the public may 
understand it. J think thatis the only way in 
which they can be got to understand it; and if 
Senators think it right, and I believe the Senate, 
if they come to hear it and discuss it will pass the 


bill, it would be well to have a copy of the | 


l 
| and report furnished to the different presses of the 


country in order that the question may be under- 
stood. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Would not the ordinary 
number be enough for that? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. No, the ordinary num- 
ber would not be enough for that. That is the 
only ground on which om I do not think asto 
anything else it is of theslightest consequence in 
the world, because it is of interest to nobody but 
the claimants. If the Senate think it worth while 


| to print any particular number for the purpose | 
| have stated to put in the hands of the press, in 


order that the matter may be understood and ex- 
plained, very well. There is no other reason for 
it in my judgment, 

Mr. ANTHONY. Thecost of this printing will 
be less than $300. The gentlemen from the west- 
ern States are not aware of the great interest (lat 
is felt in this matter in most of the commercia! 
States. I could send twenty copies of this report 
to my constituents in my little State who aretn- 
terested in the matter; and certainly if men (hink 
they have, as I believe they have a just claimon 
this Government, it is at least fair to let them 
know what a committee of one branch of Con- 
gress has decided upon the subject. This te 


hore 


port is exceedingly elaborate and able, There 


| have been a great many reports written on the 


subject heretofore; and this contains all the 10- 
formation and all the facts and all the law, and 
is the starting-point from which the question W" 
be discussed. It ought to be put into the hands 
of the people; and I do not think that any report 
has been printed at this session that will have 4 
greater interest to those who are concerned it! 


| and they are a very respectable and very cons® 


erable number of people. I think we have wasted 
time enough on this matter; and I hope the Sen- 
ate will dispose of it. 
Mr. HENDRICKS. I was astonished when 
the proposition was made to print extra copies © 
I have no doubt the Senator from 
Maryland is quite right in saying that It 'sa" 
elaborate report, at least it is a lengthy report. 
understand that it is a very lengthy report, 
to my mind that would be some objection to pr! ’ 
ing extra copies, because the length of itincreas’ 
the cost of printing. { 


Mr. RIDDLE. If my friend will allow me, 


rint ex 
wt £m 
ther H 
‘ ur pas 
“al 


» the 
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suppose 


} 
Mir. 








So! the 


e under- 
rdinary 


ry num- 
at is the 
ink as to 
uence in 
od y but 
th while 
urt ose | 


press, in 


and eX- 
ason for 
ting will 
the west- 
rest 
nmercia 
is report 
10 are 
ven think 
claim mn 
let them 
of Ci ne 
This re- 

Th 
nm on the 
| the In 
law, a 1 
tion W 
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ator from 
tt itas an 
report. 
I 

port, and 
) to prit t- 
increases 


ow me, | 


js64. 


vate that | have acopy of the report in my 
: it only embraces forty-four pages. The 
“cot. It has been the custom, | think, to 
+ axere copies of important reports like this; 
t { may he mistaken. I feel sure that In the 
ih House itis done. Asitembraces but forty- 
- pages, it can hardly be called a lengthy re- 
and the printing cannot, I think, involve 
a - tee expense the Senator from Rhode Island 
Be IENDRICKS. Forty-four pages is not 
e : short report, to say the least of it, though 
ossivly be longer. Butthe question ts 

hone it relate to a matter of such public in- 
~ ag to justify us in sending it before the coun- 
the e xpense of the Government? I can con- 
ve of many cases in which it is proper to pub- 
), extra copies of a report, such @ report as was 
he other day by the Senator from Massa- 


, very 


iry A 
ya 


i. by the Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
ByckALEW.] : 
lished, because it relates to a proposed 

» the policy of the Government, the aban- 
of the fugititive slave laws, their repeal, 
vation that the provision of the Constitu- 
that subject is no longer to be respected. 
1 eofsuch general concern that as a matter 
f course extra copies ought to be published, that 
nublic may be informed what the Sehate is 

, itpublic matter. But here isa private 

m. it amounts to five millions, itis true, but 

wt relates to a private claim and not to a 

‘the Government, and | cannot see the 

ty of its publication to so great an extent. 

| know that the parties interested in the claim 
would like to read the report, but they are pre- 
snmed to know the merits of theirclaim in advance. 


’ 


ehang 


Will the Senators who advocate the publication 
fan increased number of this report say that the 


sthemsel ves are now ignorant of the mer- 


sof their claim, that they want to be informed 
e report of the Senator from Massachusetts? 
to be presumed that they knew in advance 
what their claim was, and I cannot conceive that 


ther parties are interested in the controversy || 


tthe public so far as the amount to be ap- 
nriated is concerned. 


I'he fact that similar reports have been pub- 


| at other sessions is an argument against | 


shing this, for 1 do not presume it will be 
med that this report can be much other than 
mpilation of old reports. 

1? Do Senators say that new facts have 

brought to the attention of the Senate, or 

ita new view of the law of the case has been 

presented by the Senator from Massachusetts? 

That is hardly to be presumed when this question 

is been discussed for a quarter of a century in 

ed. Wewant this report, as Senators, to vote 

he question, Why we should send out 

extra copies to the country | am not able to see. 

lhe question being taken by yeas and nays, 
sulted—yeas 23, nays 19; as follows: 


Poster, Harris, Henderson, Howe, Jonson, Morgan, Mor- 


» Nesmith, Ramsey, Riddle, Saulsbury, Sprague, Sam- || 


Are new facts in- | 


sbody and report after report has been pub- | 


YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Davis, Dixon, Fessenden, 


Van Winkle, Wade, Wilkinson, Willey, Wilson, | 


Wright—23, 
NAYS 

‘mer, Conness, Cowan, Grimes, Hale, Harding, Har- 
It udricks, Howard, Lane of Indiana, Lane ot Kan- 
* Pomeroy, Sherman, Ten Eyck, and ‘Trumbull—19. 
So the motion was agreed to. 


Messrs. Brown, Buckalew, Carlile, Chandler, | 


TREATY RELATIVE TO HUDSON’S BAY COMPANY. | 


Mr. SUMNER. 


I ask the Senate to be good | 


ough to proceed to the consideration of Senate | 


t No. ] 


has 
eT 


57, to carry into effect a treaty with 
Britannic Majesty, reported by the Commit- 
*on Foreign Relations. 1 am sure it will not 
“easion debate, 1 move that it be taken up. 


( 


The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. No. | 


e to carry into effect a treaty between the 

Bay oe of the claims of the Hudson’s 

a a ; a Sound Agricultural Companies, 

ene the second time, and considered as in 
ittee of the Whole. 

‘provides for the appointment by the Presi- 


— of the United States, by and with the advice 


Whose dut 


missioner appointed by her Britannic Majesty’s 


overnment to investigate, adjust, and determ- 


ited States and her Britannic Majesty for the | 


Consent of the Senate, of a commissioner, | 
y it shall be, conjointly with the com- | 


_ine the claims of the Hudson’s Bay Company 


and of the Puget Sound Agricultural Company 
against the Government of the United States, pur- 
suant tothe terms of a treaty signed at Wash- 
ington on the Ist day of July, 1863; and the com- 


| missioner may appoint a clerk, witha compensa- 


| full for his services and personal expenses. 


a sit [Mr. SumNER,] and the minority report i] 


tion at the rate of eight dollarsaday. Thecom- 
pensation of the commissioner isto be $5,000 in 
The 
part of the United States, 
in conjuction with the commissioner on the part 


commissioner on the 


| of Great Britain, is to make all needful rulesand 


regulations for conducting the business of the 
commission; such rules and reculations not con- 
travening the Constitution of the United States, 
the provisions of the act, or the stipulations of 
the treaty. The Secretary of State is to trans- 
mit to the commission such papers or records 
relating to the business of the commission as he 
may deem proper or as may be called for by the 


| commissioner; and at the close of the commis- 


Extra copies of that should prop- || 


sion, and of the duties of the umpire, all the rec- 


_ords, documents, and all other papers which may 





have been presented on behalf of the United 
States are to be returned to the Department of 
State. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 

BILL INTRODUCED, 


Mr. CHANDLER asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introducea bill (S. No. 
232) in addition to the several acts concerning 
commercial intercourse between loyal and insur- 
rectionary States, and to provide for the collection 
of captured and abandoned property, and the pre- 
vention of frauds in States declared in insurrec- 
tion; which was read twice by its title, referred 


to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to | 


be printed.’ 
PRINTING OF BILLS. 


On motion of Mr. MORRILL, it was 
Ordered, Tlrat the bill (S. No. 222) extending the juris- 


diction of the district courts, and the bill (S. No, 223) te 
regulate the foreign and coasting trade on the northern, 
northeastern, and northwestern frontiers of the United 


States, and for other purposes, be printed. 
WILLIAM YOCUM. 


Mr. WILSON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, end agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to re 


} port to the Senate the papers in the case of William Yo 


cum, now confined in the penitentiary at Albany, New 
York, together with the record of the court before which 
the said Yocum was tried and sentenced to imprisonment. 
LIGHT-HOUSES IN WISCONSIN. 
Mr. DOOLITTLE submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on 


in the State of Wisconsin. 
RETURN OF REFUGEE INDIANS. 
Mr. LANE, of Kansas, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution; which was considered by unani- 


mous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to the Senate the reasons, if any 


|| exist, why the refugee Indians in the State of Kansas are 


not returned to their homes. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill (H. R. No. 151) making appropriations for 
the naval service for the year ending June 30, 1865. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster 
in the chair.) Two amendments adopted’as in 


| Committee of the Whole have been reserved for 


a separate vote, the other amendments made as 
in Committee of the Whole having been already 
concurred in by the Senate. The first of the two 
amendments upon which a separate vote has 
been asked will now be read. 

The Secretary read the first reserved amend- 
ment, to insert after line three hundred and thirty- 
two the following clause: 

For the purchase and preparation of a site for a cemetery 
for the Navy and marine corps near Philadelphia, $20,000. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. . 


I asked for a separate 


| vote on that amendment in order that I might put 


a question to the chairman of the Committee on 


\| Naval Affairs in regard to it. 1 ask him whether 
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| chase of land for this purpose? 


| of Admiral Smith. 
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$20,000 is not a large appropriation for the pur- 

l do not know 

how near it is to be to the city of Philadelphia. 
Mr. HALE. I have not examined the subject, 


and know nothing about it ¢ Xeept from the letter 


He says it will cost $15,000 
to buy a lot and $5,000 to prepare it, 
Mr. FESSENDEN. 


- 


It strikes me that thisis 


| a pretty large sum to expend foracemetery. I 


had hoped that the chairman of the Naval Com- 


| mittee would be able to give us some information 


on the subject. 

Mr. HALE. I know nothing about it except 
from the statement of Admiral Smith. He says 
that owing to the war and the great number of 
sailors and marines that go to the Naval Asylum 
at Philads Ipnia and die there, their present ac- 
commodations for a cemetery are altogether insuf- 
ficient, and they want a new one, and he thinks 
that $15,000 will be as little as they can get a lot 
for, and that it will take $5,000 more to prepare 
it, to build walls, &e. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. [think we had better re- 
duce the appropriation $5,000. 

Mr. HALE. Lhave notthe slightest objection 
to that, and | move to amend the amendment by 
striking out $20,000,’ and inserting © $15,000. td 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to, and the amendment, as amended, was con- 
curred in. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


The next re- 


| served amendment will be read. 


The Secretery read the amendment, which was 
to insert as an additional section: 

And be it further enacted, That the United States Naval 
Academy shall be returned to and established atthe Naval 
Academy grounds in Annapolis, in the State of Maryland, 
before the eommenceiment of the academic year in 1665. 


Mr. ANTHONY. I move to amend the amend- 


| ment by striking out all after its enacting clause, 


Commerce be re- | 
quested to inquire and report what additional appropri 

| ations may be necessary to complete the light-lhouse works 

} at Milwaukee and Racine, 


the door of the Treasury as the ang 


and inserting: 


That the Seeretary of the Navy shall appoint a board of 
five naval officers to examine and report upon the most 
suitable place for the Naval Academy. 

The amendment which was adopted in Com- 
mittee of the Whole proposes, for the first time, 
to establish the Naval Academy at a particular 
place. It never was established by law at An- 
napolis. It did not require any law to remove it 
to Newport. It does not require any law to carry 
it back to Annapolis. ‘The Secretary of the Navy, 
acting under the President, has full authority to 
do that now. The amendment proposes, how- 
ever, not only to carry it back to Annapolis, but 
to establish it there. Now, sir, if we mean to 
establish the Naval Academy at any particular 
place, we ought to know where ts the best place, 
I daresay that you, Mr. President, (Mr. Foster 
in the chair,] and your colleague, may think 
New London the best place; and the Senators 
from New Jersey may think Perth Amboy the 
best place; and | have no doubt that Newport is 
the best place; but let us ascertain where the best 
place is before we go to the very great expense 
of removing the Naval Academy, so that the ques- 
tion may be ended, and, as the Senator from 
Maine has said, we may be all relieved from its 
discussion. I wish that Senator, who stands at 
gel at the 
portal of Paradise with a flamine sword in his 
hand, to understand that if the amendment be 
adopted, will take $500,000 out of the ‘Treas. 
ury. There will be the destruction of $250,000 
worth of military property, as appears by the 


| letter of the Secretary of War, read by the chair- 


man of the Military Committee the other day; 
and I undertake to say that it will cost just as 
much to establish accommodations at Annapolis 
for four hundred pupils, the number now tn the 


| School, as it will to erect such accommodations 


| that the whole question shall be submittec 


in the city of Newport. But still lam willing 
] to 
those who know most about it; we certainly cun- 
not profess to understand so much about « ques- 
tion of this kind as the officers of the Navy, and 
the Secretary of the Navy has the whole naval 
corps to take into his counsels upon this sul ject. 
If all the naval officers arc, as the Senator from 
lowa thinks, in favor of the Academy going back 
to Annapolis, then it will go back there w ler 
my propostluon. 
liggpill be understood, Mr. President, that the 
adoption of the substitute I have offered will not 
delay the action contemplated in the original 


| 
} 


2 a 


eet 
sea 
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amendment an hour, ‘The amendme nt, asit was 
adopt d in Committee of tie W hole, proposes to 
remove the Academy from Newport to Annapolis 
six months after the adjournment of the next 
session of Congress. Now, Lask that before the 
next session of Congress we may have all the 
light upon the subject thatthe Navy Department 
is able to throw upon it; and if it shall then ap- 
year, as the Senator from lowathinks, honestly, 
caer sure, that the Academy had better be re- 


moved back to Annapolis, we shall be deprive d | 


of all argument onthe subject here; and the Sen- 
ator from Maine will accomplish his object of 
taking it out of our discussions. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Will the Senator give 
me his opinion as to how much it will- cost to 
erect proper accommodations at Newport forthis 
large School ? 


Mr. ANTHONY. Ido not know whatit will 


cost; but I think it will cost no more there than | 


it will cost at Annapolis, because the accommo- 


dations at Annapolis were actually insufficient for | 


more than one hundred and eighty pupils, and 
now itis necessary to have buildings for four hun- 
dred. My own little experience in building is, 
that | would rather build a new house for four 
hundred than enlarge an Old one for one hundred 
and eighty so as to accommodate four hundred. 
Mr. GRIMES. Mr. President, this is simply 
another proposition to keep the Naval Academy 
upon wheels, and to have it constantly before 
Congress at every session to be log-rolled about 


| Annapolis, and decorate your grounds as well as 


and managed, and, in the mean time, to allow the || 


oung men to remain at Newport, where they are 
fable to all the temptations which were pointed 
out here the other day. 

I have taken the trouble to ascertain something 
about the buildingsat Annapolis that the Senator 
speaks of. The quarter of a million of money 
expended by the War Department at Annapolis 


is not on buildings within the Naval Academy | 
grounds. All the work that has been done at | 


Annapolis within the Naval Academy grounds 


is the building of a railroad, the running out of a | 


wharf into the river at a small expense, and the 


building of some quartermaster’s storehouses | 


which could be transferred to a locality outside of 
the grounds at an expense of certainly not more 
than $20,000. I have the report of the naval car- 
penter who was sent down to Annapolis by au- 
thority of the Navy Department, and who reports 
that all that will be necessary to put the Naval 
Academy buildings into complete order for the 
restoration of the institution there is between 
seventeen and eighteen thousand dollars. All 
that it will be necessary to build, in addition to 
whatis already there,in ordertoaccommodate four 
hundred pupils in place ofone hundred and eighty 
that could be accommodated before the School 
was transferred from Annapolis to Newport, is 
another dormitory, We have the recitation 
rooms; we have the chapel; we have the observ- 
atory; we have the hospital; we have all the 


other buildings that are necessary except the ac- | 


commodation for the students that will be fur- 


nished by an additional dormitory. Therefore | 


all that it will be necessary to do will be to erect 


a building that will accommodate perhaps sev- | 


enty-fiveoreighty additional students if we allow 


only the junior class to be kepton shipboard, and | 


not the two lower classes as they are now kept. 

The proposition of the Senator is, that a board 
of naval officers shall be appointed to go around 
the country and see where the Academy can best 
be located. When are they to report? To the 
next session of Congress, | suppose. He says 
that | shall obtain my end just as soon by getting 
the Academy moved to some other place, as | 
would by the adoption of the amendment which 


was agreed to by the Senate as in Committee of | 


the Whole. Notatall. The amendment which 
I proposed is, that the Naval Academy shall be 
restored to Annapolis before the commencement 
of the academic year in 1865. It makes it abso- 
lute that it shall go back atthattime. Ihave not 
any doubt that in the course of the coming fall the 
Secretary of War will discover that he can, without 


any detrimenttothe public interest, surrender these | 


grounds at Annapolis, and that the Academy will 
be restored to Annapolis before the expiration of 
the present year, before the incoming of the next 
academic year. As soon as Congress shall gettle 
and show to the country that its opinion i 
the Academy should be restored to its old place, | 





} 
| 


' 
i] 


| only driven there by stress of weather, as the 


| inquiry, an investigation, and a report as to the 





am satisfied the Secretary of War or the Presi- ¢ 
dent of the United States will direct that it shall 
be restored at the earliest possible moment, and I 
have no idea that itis going to remain at New- 
port unul September, 1565. 

Really, I think that it does become the Senate | 
to take some affirmative action on this subject; | 
and | think that it would be a grateful tribute for 
this body to pay to the State of Maryland, under | 
the circumstances; and I do not very much ad- 
mire the persistency with which it 1s attempted 
to retain the Academy at Newport, when it was 


Senator himself admits, and whenall of the naval 
officers who have been connected with it or are 
connected with it now, every man who is at all 
familiar with the institution, says that Annapolis 
is the very best place where 1t can be. 

Let me say further, Mr. President, that the ex- | 
pense of keeping the Academy at Newport is to | 
this Government more than one hundred thou- | 
sand dollars a year greater than it could be main- 
tained for at Annapolis; and Jet me say in addi- 
tion, that if you had the ground anywhere else 
upon which to erect your buildings, you could 
noterect as good buildings as you have now at | 


_ SS 
———————————————————— 


they now are for $600,000. Therefore, every 
principle ofeconomy, duty to the Government, to 
the naval service, and to the young men put under 
our charge, and to whom we hold the relation of 
vuardians, itseems to me should induce us to re- 
ject the amendment of the Senator from Rhode 
Island, and to concur in that which was adopted 
in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. CONNESS. I would ask the Senator 
from Towa what force all the argument that he 
summed up in the last few sentences of his ad- | 
dress have when Rhode Island wants to keep an | 
institution of this kind, having obtained it by 
accident? 

Mr.GRIMES. That depends upon whom the | 
arguments are addressed to. 

Mr. CONNESS. I apprehend there can be 
no mistake as to whom the arguments are ad- 
dressed. The Senator from Rhode Island seems 
to think they are addressed tohim. It appears to 
me to be the clever thing, the proper act on the 
part of the Senators from Rhode Island, to say 
‘¢ Let this institution go where it should go; let it 
go back whence it came; let it go from the con- 
taminating influences of a city; let it go back to 
the State that, whether it was disloyal or not at 
one time, to-day sets the highest example to every 
part of the country that it is‘possible could be set 
by any State in the Union.” 

I do not wish to suggest a policy to the Senators | 
from Rhode Island, but under the circumstances 
it appears to me that I would not rise here and | 
advocate the retention of the institution there. 
Let not this institution be put out to the highest 
bidder. Let us not go all over the Union te as- 
certain where we may establish it. Let it go back 
to Maryland where it did belong, where it now be- 
longs, and where it may be properly established. 

Ido not wish to enter into the discussion of 
this question. I donot desire and do notattribute 
motives to the Senator from Rhode Island beyond 
whatare palpable, namely, that he desires to keep 
this Schoel at Newport, it having reached there 
by chance and aceident. I hope that he will not 
make any further contest in this matter, and that 
we shall come to a vote upon it. 

Mr. ANTHONY. ‘The Senator from Califor- 
nia assumes that | am arguing against my con- 
victions of the public good from local consider- 
ations. I do not think it necessary to reply to 
that, 

Mr. CONNESS. Oh, no; I did not say that. 

Mr. ANTHONY. | certainly understood the 
Senator so. 

Mr. CONNESS. [think it isentirely consist- 
ent, entirely possible for both to agree. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Well, sir, they doagree in 
this case. I do not stand up here to advocate 
local interests against the public good. 1 stand 
up here to ask of the highest naval authorities an 





place where the Academy ought tobe. lam not 
arguing for the retention of the Academy at New- 
port. | amarguing for the ascertainment of the 
best place for the permanent location of the Acad- | 
emy, and Senators reply that [am arguing for 
Newport. ‘To be sure, | think Newport is the | 











best place, but | desire to have the Opinion of uy i 
men who know more about it than a oe 

. , “O, an 
with great deference to Senators in th ta 


tho k . . '8 Chamber 
who know more about it than any of us can | ’ 

Nor shall I go into the question of the | ae 
of different States. I have said nothing about | y 


loyalty of Maryland. I admire as mu 
Senator the position which Maryland holds 
fore the country to-day; but it this que ation | ; 
be decided upon considerations of loyalty 1 a 
a State that has always been loyal is as i ' ng 
titled to it as a State that has just be Sian = 
But that is a question [ do not care to ep mins 

Mr. CONN ESS. If the Senator will nis . 
me, I understood him in the discussion ae 2 
day before yesterday to introduce the que ocr 
the loyalty of Maryland as one of the re 
the change when made; and in introducine + 
feature into the discussion L thought | was iy, 
referring to a subject already introduc a 
Senator. 

Mr. ANTHONY. A Senator said jn) the a 
bate the day before yesterday that the Acad, ie 
had been seized by the War Department, | a d 
no, the Academy had been driven away by a 
traitorous mob. The Senator from lowa denied 
that there had been any mob in Annapolis, | 
read from the newspapers of the time to prove 
that there had been; but 1 made no remarks a, i 
shall make no remarks in disparagement of the 
State of Maryland. : 

Now, sir, I think the amendment I have offer d 
is a fair compromise of this whole matter, and | 
hope Senators will give me a pretty unanimous 
vote in favor of it,as the Senate seems to be very 
good-natured at present, and refer this question 
to those men who know all about it. The, if 
they decide against Newport, we shall be entirely 
disarmed of our argument; and if they decide 
against Annapolis, | think the other side wil! be 
disarmed, 

Mr. TEN EYCK. Every one here can under- 
stand and appreciate the loftiness of the sentiment 
of the Senator from California when he claims 
that the present position of Maryland entitles her 
to have this Academy restored within her limits. 
That is a lofty, just, and true sentiment; and if 
everything else were equal, it should prevail. The 
Senator from lowa insists that we ought to resto 
this Academy to that spot; that we have there 
buildings and all the accommodations which he 
has enumerated for the purpose. Why, sir, ifl 
understand the matter correctly, we have none of 
these things there now. 

Mr. GRIMES. Where? 

Mr. TEN EYCK. At Annapolis. I mean 
they are not within our control at the present mo- 
ment; and it would be highly improper, perhaps, 
to dislodge the War Department from the posses- 
sion of that locality at this time, for the reasons 
which have been iterated and reiterated during 
this debate. 

Mr. GRIMES. If the Senator will allow me, 
I will inform him that the Secretary of Waris 
entirely satisfied with the proposition that was 
adopted in Committee of the Whole on the day 
before yesterday. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. Of course I have had no 
access to the Secretary of War and have not tn- 
quired about it, and | have no doubt that the in- 
formation as given by the Senator from lowais 
correct. But, sir, | can see no objection whatever 
to the adoption of the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Rhode Island. It does not follow, 
because the Naval Academy has been at Annap- 
olis and because we have some buildings there, 
selected as that location was without authority * 
law, that we must forever continue those build 
ings in that spot. I would do so,and would con 
tinue the Academy there if everything else were 
equal, if there were no advantages possess! d by 
any other place. Ido not believe it will occa 
sion any very great injury to the public servi es 
or any very great expense during the me = h 
is to be allowed by the amendment proposed ry 
the Senator from lowa—the period of eighteen 
months, during which it is not proposed to - 
cupy the grounds at Annapolis—to have a — 
of examiners to look into the merits of different 
localities on our seaboard and their adaptation 
and qualifications for the establishmentot & Naval 
School of this description, and to have it fixed per- 
manently by the enactment of a law. 

I say here frankly that if no other spot ¢ 


h a3 any 
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of 
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- ourseaboard possessing superior ad- | 
- nurposes of sucha School, | shall 


rea fol the } 
ee and prompt, and ready, asanacknowl- | 
. present position of Maryland, to 
at Academy back to its ancient place, 
» would be honorable, I think it would 
k it woul 


ey do so; and I think it would be an act 
ould be properly appreciated, But, sir, we 
i to do this thing blindly, in pursuance 
We ought not to do injus- 
public service. We ought not to ex- 
sums of money in one spot when the 
of the same or smaller sums of money 

cher locality would be greatly more to the 
of such an institution and the Navy at 

it s in this point of view that I intend to 


sel timent, 


the Senator from Rhode Island in the 
; which he has offered, and which is 
re the Senate. Nothing can be lost by 


og in relation to the fixed location of this 
\ yas well as we can now, We should 
inp also that by adopting the proposition 
‘Spnator from lowa, we may do now what 
mat required next winter to undo, upon 
a ning of some contingency unforeseen and 
cveeted. think, therefore, we had perhaps 
he matter toremain as itis, with the 


suller | 


of an amendment constituting a board of 


i 
y to determine upon a suitable spot for the 

f this School. 
Mr. SUMNER. 
ntence which I cut out from a newspa- 
Itis part of our morning news. 


smornuing. 


id it: 
G 1) Grant visited Washington again at alate hour 
v y night, was in consultation with the Secretary 
fuesday, and departed for Annapolis on Tues 


Itdoes notappear what General Grant has gone 


\ is for. He certainly has not gone || 
y 
ere for pleasure or pastime. That is not his 
t. He has gone there for work, for military 


work in defense of the Republic. And now, sir, 
¢ to the Senate | am met by the question 

r the Senate, by its vote, will order the 

Naval Academy to be transferred to Annapolis 
where the papers of the day announce the com- 
lerof the armies of the United States has been 

ally in the performance of his military duty. 
[come back to the position which | took the 
ther day in this debate, that this is not the time 
for Congress to pass upon this question. I do 
{mean to suggest that the Naval School should 
imately be brought back to Annapolis. 1 

say now,as | said the other day, the inclination 
f my opinion is that it should be brought back 
re; but | do say that Congress is not now in a 
nto pass upon the question. Whoknows 


We can act at the next session of 





Mr. President, I holdin my | 
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\laughter;] but the paper this 
morning informs us thatthe general has got back; 
so I think that argument 
hand the important 


‘Lieutenant General Grant returned to Washington 
yesterday evening from a brief visit to Annapolis.’’ 


for some purpose, 
ceases. I hold in my 
news that— 


I am oppost d to the proposition of the Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island to go around and scour 
the country to hunt up a piace to pul this insti- 
tution in. IL understand that the place where it 
was formerly located, to wit, Annapolis, was en- 
urely satisfactory to the country and advantage- 
ous to the School. If that be so, I submit it to 
the good sense of Senators, why should we now 
appoint a commission to go ‘around and find 
another place when we have a perfectly good one? 
Navy officers say that it is so, and experience 
demonstrates it to be true. It is convenient to 
the capital, remote enough for the good of the 
School, and was every way acceptable to the 
country before the breaking out of this rebellion, 
There being a disturbance at that time in Mary- 
land it was deemed advisable to carry the School 
to Newport. It was transferred there; but New- 
port I understand is found not to be a good place 
for the School. Ido not understand the School 
to be flourishing there or conveniently located, 
and it is found to be desirable to remove it some- 
where. ‘The proposition of the Senator from 
Rhode Island seems to concede that, when it pro- 
poses, instead of keeping it at Newport, to form 


a commission to go around and hunt up a place | 


at which to put the institution, 

Now, sir, if we have a good place let us re- 
turn it to that place; and | may say here—I say 
it cheerfully, L say it gladly—I am happy to be 
able to give a vote to return this institution to the 


State of Maryland. It is true she was disturbed 


at one time; but she never swerved away or | 


swept from her mooring. She always ke pttrue to 
the Union in this regard, that she never seceded. 
She was peculiarly placed upon the borders of 
the rebel States and the loyal States; but there 
were loyal people enough in that State to hold 
her to the Union. I would see to it that those 
loyal people should notsuffer. I would not pun- 
ish the loyal people of Maryland for their exer- 
tions to maintain their State in the Union. 1 
would give this institution back to them at the 


earliest possible moment; and if now isthe proper | 


time—the Senator from Massachusetts says it is 
not the proper time; I think it is the proper time 
—I would vote to return itto Maryland. There- 
fore I am against the proposition of the Senator 
from Rhode [sland to appoint a commission to go 
around the country to find a place for it. 1 do 
not want to find another place. If Annapolis is 


a good place—and it is conceded to be—I want to | 


give it back to that place. I want torestore it to 


1611 
year.’’ Now he says they will take it right back 
again, 

Mr. GRIMES. 


ator is in the 


Ido not know how the Sen- 
of dealing with people, and 
what he means by his languageexactly. I have 
not conveyer d any such ide a as l understand him 
now to attribute tome. | have not said that I 
wanted to force it back atanytime. Ido not. I 
leave it optional with the authorities ot the Gov- 
ernment to bring it back atany time between now 
and the commencement of the academic year 1865. 
The President, who commands both the War and 
the Navy Departments, if he sees fit to bring it 
back between now and that time,can do it; but it 
must come back by the commencement of the 
academic year of 1865. That is the ground I 
took in the debate on Tuesday, and the ground 
I occupy now. 

Mr. ANTHONY. But, Mr. President, an 
amendment was proposed by the Senator from 
Lilinois {Mr. TRuMBULL} to remove the / cademy 
to Annapolis forthwith, and that was voted down 
by the Senate. The Senate, therefore, has de- 
cided that it does not desire to have the Academy 
put back now; and the Senate having decided that 
they do not desire the Academy to be removed 
back to Annapolis now, the question before the 
Senate is, shall we order it to be removed six 
months after the expiration of the next session of 


habit 


| ‘ 5 
|} Congress? 


Mr. CONNESS. Ieall for the re Bing of the 


| amendment to the amendment. 


The Secretary read the amendment, to strike 
out allof the amendment adopted in Committee of 
the Whole after the word ‘* that,’’ and to insert: 

The Secretary of the Navy shall appoint a board of five 


| naval officers toexamine and report upon the most suit- 


able place for the Naval Academy. 

Mr. ANTHONY. 
nays upon ite 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 12, nays 28; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Anthony, Buckalew, Chandler, Dixon, 
Harlan, Morgan, Sprague, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Wade, Wil- 
kinson, and Wright—12. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Carlile, Clark, Collamer, Con- 
ness, Cowan, Davis, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foster, Grimes, 
Hale, Harris, Henderson, Hendricks, Howe, Johnson, Lane 
of Indiana, Morrill, Nesmith, Pomeroy, Powell, Riddle, 
Saulsbury, Trumbull, Van Winkle, Willey, and Wilson—2s8. 


So the amendment to the amendment was re- 


Let us have the yeas and 


| jected. 


Mr. ANTHONY. 


Ihave anotheramendment 


| to offer to the amendment adopted in committee, 


It is to add at the end of the amendment the fol- 


1 lowing proviso: 


Provided, That in the opinion of the President of the 
United States the public interests willbe promoted thereby. 


I hope the Senate will at least give me this 


| amendment, 


See a mcm ane 


lS shri 





a 
iF 
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ae what may occur between now and next year: || the place it had before this disturbance; and | || Mr. JOHNSON. Wheat for? -_— 
whether Annapolis will be at that time upon the |} shall be happy to give a vote for it. || Mr. AN t HONY. Bee Pau ! . a Rot an the 
whole the best blace for the Naval Academy? I Mr. ANTHONY. The Senator from New || Opiion of the President of the ae States for 
e, vinot venture to pronounce upon that question; || Hampshire | think misapprehends the amend- || on ers eae ys do notthink we should want 
a“ yetthe proposition of the Senator from lowa || ment that was adopted in Committee of the || to have it¢ + , me a ie 
as ‘s the Senate to pronounce definitively on that || Whole. It does not propose to send the Acad- | i me mney 3 we t ae vn was rejected. 
ay Pee emy back to Annapolis at present, and notuntl || The VICEPRESIDENT. The question now 
: Khen Senators interpose by the argument, || six months after the expiration of the next ses- |) recurs on concurring In the amendment made as 
10 “Let us tuke this whole question out of the pol- || sion of Congress. | in Committee of the Whole. 
in: sof different States.’’ Sir, permit me to say Mr. GRIMES. The Senatoris mistaken. He Mr. TRUMBULL. |! ‘move to strike out 
in- sis a strange way to take this question out of || inverts the language. The amendment does not || “ 1865”’ and to insert ‘* 1864”’ at the end of the 
18 ‘he polities of different States. By a proposition || say that the Academy shall not be sent back until || amendment. 


vel “hich Is prospective, open to repeal during the 


g Congress, you positively keep it in the 


after such a time, but it says that it shall be sent 


Mr. GRIMES. I appeal to my friend to with- 
back before such a time. 


draw his amendment. ‘he amendment adopted 











Ww, politics of different States. 1 borrow an expres- Mr. ANTHONY. [I take the interpretation || incommittee says that the school shall be returne d 
which has been used on this floor. If you || which L understood the Senator from lowato put || before such a time. lam very well satisfied that 
re, Wish to take it out of the politics of different || on his own amendment on Tuesday, when the || if the War Department can with any sort of 
rof Sates, there are but two ways of doing it: one is || chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs || convenience surrender the Annapolis Academy 
‘Id- to decide that it shall be at Newport, and the other || read a letter from the Secretary of War showing || grounds before that time, it will be done, after 
on- ‘to decide that it shall be at Annapolis; but the || that this expression of sentiment on the part of the 
ere Proposition of the Senator from Rhode Islanddoes || Mr. WILSON. The letter was not from the || Senate; and as a friend to the Academy and to 
by ‘pretend to decide either way. It leaves the i Secretary of War, but from a high officer of the || the service | hope the Senator from Illinois will 
ca: Fhole question open for eighteen months; thatis, | Army. not force us to vote on his proposition, 
ee “., ishteen months it hands it over to the politics | Mr. ANTHONY. I beg pardon; I thought it Mr. TRUMBULL. I cannot possibly see the 
h different States. Senators will becharged mean- || was from the Secretary. ‘The Senator read a let- || use of the amendment of the Senator from lowa 
by wile with acting under local prejudice with a \| ter from an officer in the Army which showed || asit stands. Itis a proposition to do something 
ecll 7 Perhaps, of obtaining it for their respective '| that the military expenditures which would have ] which is not to take place until after another ses- 
oc- arose That charge mustcontinue until the whole || to be sacrificed if the School was carried back || sion of Congress. If it is advisable to move the 
ard eo definitively settled. As weare not in || now would amount to $250,000; and he dwelt || Naval Academy it is advisable to move and fix 
rent ““ondition to settle it definitively, I say do not let upon the great importance of Annapolis, which, || it before the next academic year. No reason at 
sas Me ertake to settle it at all. il inthe opinion of the Serator from Massachusetts, 1 all has been given in the Senate why it may not 
val Mr. CLARK. Mr. President, there may be was the most important military point in the \| just as well be removed this year as next. rhe 
per i siderable force in the argumentof the Senator country. Then the Senator from lowa said: || fact that we have forces at Annapolis now 18 no 
on Massachusetts in one view of the case, and ‘Oh, weare not going to remove the School back || evidence that we shall have them there next Oc- 
be “atis, that General Grant had gone to Annapolis | now; we are not going to remove it for over a || tober, or if it be evidence that they will be there 
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next October, itis just as much evidence that they 
will be there a year from next October. 


I can see 


no possible good in legislating in that way in ref- |, 


erence to a matter thatis to take place a year and 
a half hence. If we are to remove the Naval 
Academy and fix it permanently, which I agree 
ought to be done—that is, that it should be located 
permanently somewhere—I think we should make 
that arrangement for the next year. 

Mr. GRIMES. The proposition as it now 
stands before the Senate leaves it discretionary 
with the Government of the country to send it 
back at an earlier day than the commencement of 
the academic year 1865, if the public interests will 
admit of it. 
argument that is urged In Opposition to the prop- 
osition of the Senator from Illinois by the War 
Department is that it will take some months to 
remove the bu:ldings and the materials that they 
have accumulated on the Academy grounds, I 
am not prepared to say that that is not so. 

ifthe Senator says we are anticipating the legis- 
lation of the next session of Congress, when we 
meet at the next session, if we do not take any 
affirmative action now on this subject, we shall 
be met precisely as we are now, by being told that 
the War Department is in possession of these 
grounds, that they have got valuable improve- 
ments there, and we must not subject them to the 
ing then eee ofimmediately remov- 
ing them order to make way for the restoration 
of the Naval Academy. But, as my friend from 
New Hampshire [Mr. Ciark] suggests to me, 
this proposition serves as a notice to the War 
Department not to go on and make additional 
improvements, but to be gradually moving them 
off as fast as their interests and convenience will 
admit of. 

[I certainly have no interest in connection with 
this Naval Academy, except the interest that I 


have in the naval service and in the country. No || 


man is more anxtous than Lam to have it returned 
to Annapolis at the earliest possible moment, but 
[ am entirely satisfied with the proposition as it 
now stands before the Senate. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I certainly did not mean 
to impugn the motives of any one. 

Mr. GRIMES. 1 did not so understand the 
Senator. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


I did not suppose any- 


body had any other interest in this matter than || 


the promotion of the public interest. I certainly 
have none other. 
the Academy is not properly provided for. I 
know some littl about it, not very much, and I 
think that that is true; that better arrangements 
ought to be made for the accommodation of the 
midshipmen at the Naval Academy. [tis because 
L so believe that I think it desirable that we should 
locate it sooner than a year from next October, 
The reasons that have been suggested by the 
chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs 
have not struck me with any force. The fact that 
General Burnside is assembling a force at An- 
napolis preparatory to some expedition does not 
militate against establishing the Academy at An- 
napolis next October, for nobody supposes that 
he is assembling forees at Annapolis for an ex- 
pedition which Is not to start for six months. 
Nobody anticipates that. ‘The forces that he is 


I have assented to the argu- | 
ments that have been made here, showing that | 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOB 


Mr. POWELL. I desire now to renew the 
amendment I offered in Committee of the Whole 
to repeal the fishing bounties. It is to insert as 
a new section the following: 


And be it further enacted, That from and after the Ist 
day of July, 1864, all acts and parts of acts granting allow 


ances or bounties on the tonnage of vessels employed in | 


the Bank or other cod fisheries be, and the same are hereby, 
repealed. 


I ask for the yeas and nays upon this amend- 


i} ment. 


I am willing to leave it there. The | 


assembling at this time will have left there long 


before that. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the amendment of the Senator from Illinois, to 
strike out * 1865’ and insert ** 1864’ in the 
amendment adopted in committee, 


Theamendmentto the amendment was rejected. | 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now | 


is on concurring In the amendment made as in 
Committee of the Whole. 


Mr. ANTHONY. I should like to have the 


yeds and nays on that question. 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and being | 


taken, resulted—yeas 30, nays 10; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Carlile, Clark, Collamer, Con- 
néss, Cowan, Davis, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foster, Grimes, 
Hate, Harlan, Harris, Henderson, Hendricks, Howe, John- 
son, Lane of Indiana, Lane of Kansas, Morrill, Nesmith, 
Pomeroy, Powell, Ramsey, Riddle, Sauisbury, Van Winkle, 
Willey, and Wilson—30 

NAY S—Mesers. Anthony, Buckalew, Chandlet, Dixon, 
Morgan, Sprague, Sumaecr, Ten Eyck, Wilkinson, and 
Wright—l0. 


So the amendme:t was concurred in. 


| of it, and I am now in favor of repealing these || 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish simply to say that 


I hope the Senate will not put this measure on | 
this bill, whatever they may conclude to do with | 


it afterwards. 


Mr. HARRIS. When this proposition was 
before the Senate in committee | voted in favor 


bounties. I regard it asimproper, in the present 
state of the country and the present condition of 


| our finances, that the Government should be pay- 


ing nearly half a million dollars for these boun- 
ties, 
now, that there is an unfitness in attaching this 
proposition to this appropriation bill; and upon 
the assurance of the Senator from Ohio [Mr. 
Suerman] that if the bill providing for their re- 
peal shall not be reported by the Committee on 
Commerce at an early day he will introduce the 
proposition in another place, | shall vote against 


| this amendment now. 


Mr. POWELL. 


It is not my purpose to enter 


| into any discussion on the subject; but I think 


| ment. 


this is an eminently proper place to put thisamend- 
This is the naval appropriation bill, and 
it isa matter touching vessels. I do not think 


| there is an appropriation bill on which it could 


be placed more properly than this, 

Mr. POMEROY. I sustained this amendment 
the other day because | thought the measure a 
good one; but there is some inconsistency, to my 
mind, in placing it on an appropriation bill, and 


| as the chairman of the Finance Committee resists 


any such legislation I shall not vote to put it on 


| the appropriation bill, but I shall sustain the meas- 








ure at some other time. 
Mr. BROWN. ‘TheSenator from Kansas has 


anticipated the remark that [desired to make. I | 


should vote for the repeal of these bounties, but 
in deference to the judgment and the opinion and 
the expressed wish of the chairman of thé com- 
mittee who has the conduct of this bill, I shall not 
vote to attach itto the present measure. 


the vote was taken on Tuesday. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. I do not see any more pro- 
priety in placing this amendment on the present 
bill than there was in placing the amendment 
upon the present bill which we have just put on 
about removing the Naval Academy buck to An- 
napolis. It seems to me they both stand on the 
same footing, and both are liable to the same ob- 
jections. D 
the fishing bounties, and I shall vote so now, 


though there seems to be a different rule applied | 


to ditferent amendments. 

Mr. GRIMES. [shall adopt what has been 
said by the Senator from New York, (Mr. Har- 
r1s,} the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Brown,] 


But [ felt when I voted for it, and I feel | 


I desire | 
to make thisexplanation, as | was not here when | 


I voted, however, against the repeal of | 


2 








and the Senator from Kansas, [Mr. Pomeroy,]| | 


as my sentiment. 
the fishing bounties at previous sessions of Con- 
gress, and | shall avail myself of the first oppor- 
tunity I have to do so now. 
that the Senate will permit me to say, in reply to 
the suggestion of the Senator from New Jersey, 


that there is a vast difference between this prop- | 


osition and that adopted by the Senate in regard 
to the Naval Academy. Here it is sought to 
overturn the settled policy of the Government for 
sixty years in connection with the subject of the 
fisheries, and to do it by mdependent legislation 
upon an appropriation bill, to which, in the first 
place, the subject is not germane, and in the next 
place it isa question that has been committed by 


the Senaie to one of our committees, and that | 


committee has not reported upon it; what its re- 
port may be | do not know and do not intend to 
predict. 
just adopted, was merely fo do that which has al- 
ready indirectly been done by Congress, for, al- 


I voted in favor of repealing | 


I hope, however, | 





The other proposition, which we have | 


though there may not have been any legislation | 


in past years affirmatively and absolutely estab- 


lishing the Naval Academy at Annapolis, it has || 


K. 


| nized as in existence there 





| the people at large to pay about a half ym)! 


| are employed in the fisheries; and yet Sena: 








been virtually established the 


re by } 
Cc y elne rr 


in when we hay. 
appropriations. 


Mr. ANTHONY. So at Newport 

Mr. GRIMES. The word ‘‘Newn ‘ 
never been inserted in any of the a oe 
bills, and if the Senator will] refresh te = 
he will find that we have had one or he ae 
versies on that subject. I believe | have ere : 
in having the word ‘* Newport ” stricken ou: | 

Mr. ANTHONY. It was stricken — 
Senate but not in the House : 
think. 

Mr. GRIMES. The Senator is 
am confident as to that. But that is & past q 
tion. lL only say that I shall avail aan If oft 
first opportunity that I have to vote to a 
fishing bounties, and I understand that 


of Representatives | 


mistaken. I 
8- 
the 
repeal the 


the Se) 


| tor from Ohio has pledged himself that he y 1 


move this amendment upon a bill to which j 


be germane, namely, that in regard to taxa ‘a 
which must necessarily come before t . 


’ he Sena: 
so that, although the Committee on Commer. 


may not report the repealing bill back to ys. : 
question is bound to come before us for consider 
ation within the next ten days. 
Mr. WILKINSON. From the Vote that Was 
taken the other day, and from the remarks 1) ; 
are made here this morning, itis very evidey thee 
a majority of the Senate are opposed to alloy 
these fishing bounties; that is, opposed to tax 


iO 


49 


Who 


dollars annually to a certain class of peop) 


are opposed to voting for it here because they say 
itis out of place. This proposition has beey 
fore the Senate ever since | have been here, | think, 
in some form 

Mr.POWELL. Will the Senator from Miy- 
nesotaallow mea moment? [know he is friendly 
to this proposition. ‘There area number of Sena- 
tors who voted with us who declare that they wil 
not vote for it on this bill. If he will al 





low me | 


| will withdraw the amendment, and let the S 


know that I shall move it to the revenue bill. | 
do not wish to embarrass the friends of the meas- 
ure. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Before that is done, | 
wish to say a word. 

Mr. WILKINSON. I only wish to say o 
word, and that is that I shall vote for this amend- 
ment, unless it is withdrawn, here or anywhere 
else that my vote will tend to repeal the law grant- 
ing the fishing bounties. 


Mr. POWELL. Iso understood the Senator; 


| but others seem to think this is not the proper 


place, and I will reserve it for the revenue | 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I simply want to make 
a remark before the amendment is withdraw: 

Mr. POWELL. Certainly. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I am very sorry to hear 
so many of our friends expressing themsrlves 4 
they have done on this subject; but it is ‘sufi: 
cient for the day” if L accomplish one good ob- 
ject, and that is to keep legislation of this kind 
off the appropriation bills, which I believe very 
important and necessary in the business of the 
Senate. But I will say to my friends who have 
avowed that their minds are tending in a partic 
ular direction in regard to the proposition iise'l, 
that when the proper time comes periiaps We 
may be able to persuade them that there are (wo 
sides to the question, and that they have express 
their opinions a little prematurely on the subject. 
I hope they will hold themselves open to convic- 
tion. , 

I will also say that [think ita little unkind that 
our friends should be very anxious for this repe®! 
when the honorable Senator from Kentucky (Mr. 
Davis] avowed yesterday that he had always 
been in favor of these fishing bounties, but le 
was now, although in favor of them as a gener 

rinciple, in favor of taking them off, because 
New England, and particularly Massachusets 
and Maine, had behaved so very badly on We 
slavery question. aul) 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under: 
stands that the amendment is withdrawn. 

Mr. POWELL. Yes, sir. 


ce 
1 wish to offer an amene 


Mr. ANTHONY. ‘ ; 
ment from the Committee on Naval Affairs: 
For the pay of mileage of visitors to the Naval — 
$2,000. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 


If the Committee on Na- 
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a ar. CHANDLER. 


these 


xamined the subject, of course 
a ee. 
' ime nt was agree d to. 
ndments were ordered to be engrossed 
ro be readathird time. It was read the 
ve, and passed. On motion of Mr. Fes- 
tle was amended by adding ** and 
” 


urposes. 


f 
t it 
EN, tHe *4 


LOSS OF THE BAINBRIDGE, 


sj, HALE. I move to postpone the prior 


nd take up House bil No. 297, fixing the | 


vo loss of the brig Bainbridge. 1 
motion was agreed to; and the bill (H.R. 
17) fixing the date of the loss of the United 
-pri Bainbridge and for the relief of the offi- 
seamen, and marines of the same, and for 
’ urposes,was considered asin Committee of 
Whole. : : 
, shall commence the pensions, under exist- 


For the purpose of fixing the time at | 


saws, of the widows and orphan children of 

> officers, Seamen, marines, and others in ser- 

who were lost in the United States brig Bain- 
idee, as Well as the time to which their pay shall | 


wowed, the bill provides that the Qlst day of 
\yeust, 1863, shall be deemed and taken to be 


money to pay for clothing lost by the destruction 
of the vessel, not exceeding fifty dollars to each 
sailor. 

Mr. GRIMES. Let me say to the Senator 
from Michigan that it has been the settled prac- 
tice of the Government ever since we have had 
a Navy to make these allowances, not to the offi- 


cers, for we never pay them anything of the kind, | 


but to the petty officers and seamen who are not 
considered as responsible for the loss of the ves- 
sel in consequence of defective nagivation, or 
anything of that kind. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Then we made an error 
in our committee on the subject. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. I should like to know 
something about the circumstances under which 
this loss took place. I know that there has been 


some objection to allowing payment for losses | 


under somewhat similar circumstances, and I 
know itis the understanding of the Departments 


that such allowances cannot be made. I have 
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habite® Cougress to remunerate them to 
an amount such as we rropese to allow here. 

Mr. GRIMES. I will say a word about this 
matter, because the Senator from New Jers y has 
inquired as to the circumstances of this particu- 
lar case of the sinking of the Baron de Kalb. It 
so happens that | know something about the his- 


been the 


| tory of that vessel, and know the man who cam- 


| of Davis’s, and then of Porter’s. 


personal knowledge that that is the understand- || 


ing; but ldo not know how far it extends. I 


|| recollect one case since I have been here where | 
there was an allowance made to the sailors on | 


iayon which the brig Bainbridge foundered | 


It is further provided that the widow or 
children, and in case there shall be no 
yidow or child or children then the parent or pa- 
s.and if there be no parents, the brothersand 


vers of the officers, seamen, marines, and others | 


, service who were lost in the Bainbridge, shall 
ed to asum equal to twelve months’ pay 
eir respective deceased relations, in addition 
nay due to the deceased at the date of the 

7 1 


ss Of Lhe Vesst 


The bill also directs the proper | 


uting officers of the Treasury to settle the 


isof Charles C. Walden, late acting assist- 
tpaymaster inthe Navy,who was lostin the brig 
Bainbridge with all his accounts and vouchers for 
xpenditures and payment made by him, and with 


money, Stores, and supplies procened for | 


use of the vessel, and to allow him a credit 


yhatever sum appears to be due from him on | 


t) ks of the Department. 
The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered 
toa third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


SALE OF A LOT AT SACKETT’S HARBOR. 
Mr. HALE. 


54) authorizing the Secretary o« the Navy to sell 


aucuon lot No. 13 in the village of 

Sackett’s Harbor, New York. 

he motion was agreed to, and the joint res- 
W 
t wanted by the United States. 
tlie joint resolution was reported to the Senate, 

red to a third reading, read the third time, 
1 PUsse d. 

LOSS OF THE BARON DE KALB. 

On motion of Mr. HALE, the joint resolution 
S. No. 35) to compensate the sailors on the 
gunboat Baron de Kalb for loss of clothing was 


. SD 
= ‘ . iY 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It 


tion was considered as in Committee of the | 
ltauthorizes the sale of the lot, as it is || 


| move now to proceed to the | 
sideration of the joint resolution (H. R. No. |! 


ses to authorize the proper accounting offi- | 


ers of the Treasury, in settling the accounts of the 
tly officers, seamen, sailors, and others of the 
ew of the United States gunboat Baron de Kalb, 
 wlow toeach a sum not exceeding fifty dol- 
‘SAS a remuneration for the damage they may 
ve sustained in the loss of their clothing by 
he destruction of the vessel. 

Mr. CHANDLER. | desire toask the chair- 
man of the Committee on Naval Affairs if it has 

"the practice of the Navy Department to 
Heke allowances for clothing lost in this way. 
_Mr. HALE, It has not been the habit of the 
‘avy Department to make such allowances; but 
veen the habit of Congress to appropriate 
money in such cases. ‘Che amount appro- 


rated in ¢} ‘> . . 
. “eC in this resolution is the amount that was 
1 last year, 


is 


I will remark that the 
ittee on Commerce have had under con- 
“ton a similar application from the men on 

‘revenue cutter which was seized by the 
8, and rejected it on principle. 


Mr. HALE 





board the Varuna, which was sunk in the attack || 


upon New Orleans, and under very peculiar cir- 
cumstances, in the midst of the fight. 


were not in commission, the ordinary sailors. 


There was | 


an allowance made in that case to persons who || cers anything in such cases, whether of the line 


But there is a rule existing here somewhere, and | 


L have heard it distinctly from one of the De- 
partments, that at least so far as the revenue cutter 
service is concerned, such allowances are not 
proper, and 1 have understood that the reason 
why itis considered improper is that it tends to 


encourage carelessness and indifference to the | 


public service. 


I have no knowledge of this particular case, but 
if the circumstances are such as clearly to show 
that these persons were engaged and exerting 
themselves in the line of their duty, and that this 
loss arose from no neglect or inefficiency of service 
on their part, there might be some reason for the 
passage of the joint resolution; but it is very im- 
portant, I should think, that every person on ship- 
board as well as on land should be held respons- 
ible himself individually for the loss of bis cloth- 
ing and his arms and accouterments. Why not 
apply the principle to the soldiers who lose their 
arms upon the field of battle, and who castaway 
their knapsacks in the midstof the fight? Why 
not allow them for the loss of those arms, with 


| which I understand they stand charged when the 


captain comes tosettle with the War Department 
for the affairs of his company? Why should not 
soldiers in the field of battle who are exposed to 


| as much danger and as much hardship as sailors 


on shipboard, be relieved from the consequences 
of losses under such circumstances? It seems to 
me that the two stand upon the same principle, 
and if there is any difference whatever between 
the character of the service rendered during the 
last two or three years, the services of those upon 
land have been much more arduous and attended 


with much more danger to life and limb than ser- | 


vice on shipboard; atall events to a much greater 
extent so far as numbers are concerned. 

[ make this inquiry for the purpose of being 
satisfied on the subject, because | have under- 
stood that the contrary practice from that indi- 
cated in this resolution prevails. I recollect but 
one case of an allowance of this kind, and that 
was the case I have before stated of the Varuna, 
commanded by Captain Boggs, which was sunk 
at New Orleans. 

Mr. HALE. The Senator is altogether mis- 
taken. We have at this session, within a very 
few days, made an appropriation of this kind in 
the case of two vessels where the act was passed 
at the last Congress, but by inadvertence without 
making an appropriation of the money. As was 
suggested by the Senator from Lowa, it has been 
the practice of the Government always to make 
these appropriations, and | do not know how 
many of them have been made since I have been 
a member of the Senate, but certainly there have 
been a great many. No such allowance is ever 
made to the officers, because the responsibility is 


| imposed on the officers of conducting the vessel 
‘ . - 

; “. Congress have passed several of \| properly; but when the sailors lose their clothing . 
resolutions at this session appropriating || by the loss or destruction of the vessel, it has || vent the ship from going down. We place the 


manded her at the time she was blown up. 1 
shall not speak of him particularly, because he ia 
a townsman and relative of mine. She was the 
original St. Louis, and was rechristened the Baron 
de Kalb, composing a part of Foote’s fleet, then 
She was a ves- 
sel that lay within sixty yards of the embragures 
of Fort Hindman, and if anybody wants to know 
how she was managed then, when she was under 
the command of the same officer who commanded 
her when she was blown up, he can refer to the 
report of Admiral Porter. She was then sent up 
the Yazoo river, and on the third expedition she 
made up there she passed over a torpedo and was 
entirely blown up, completely destroyed. ‘There 
was no allegation of any want of good seaman- 
ship or of proper conduct on the part of any of 
the officers or men on board. The men lost ev- 
erything they had; I believe they recovered noth- 
ing, and so of the officers; but it has never been 
the policy of the Government to allow the offi- 


or of the staff, because they are considered as be- 
ing responsible for the management, and even if 
an accident befalls them, as in this case, which 
was unavoidable, which they could not have fore- 
seen, | know of no case in which an officer has 


| been paid; but to the men, who generally have 


| to pay the sum of fifty dollars each. 


their all embarked in the little kit they have on 
board, it has been the practice of the Government 
I remember 


| thatthe first winter I was here, five yearsago, my 


attention was called to it. The Government lost 
a sloop-of-war in the Pacific—her name does not 
occur to me at this time—and we made the allow- 
ance in that case, and similar allowances have 
been made frequently since. It was made to the 
sailors of the Cumberland and the Congress and 
the monitor Ericsson, and all the vessels that 
have gone down. I cannot say what the rule is 
in the revenue marine; I have never had my at- 
tention called to that. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. Before the Senator takes 
his seat, | wish to ask himif he knows the reason 
of the distinction between the case of those who 
are on shipboard in the naval service of the United 
States and those privates who are in the military 
service of the country on land?) Why should a 


| soldier, who, as | understand, is not only charged 


with his knapsack and with his gun, that may be 


lost in battle, but who is charged with any cloth- 


ing that he may have lostin the midst of battle, 
not be remunerated as well as a sailor? 

Mr. GRIMES. For the same reason that we 
do not pay officers of the Navy. We do not 

| pay an officer when a vessel is lost for his cloth- 
ing, because he is held responsible for the vessel 
and responsible for his own property. The sol- 
dier on land is responsible for his own garments 

| and his own gun, and everything that he has; but 
on shipboard, when everything goes down, and 
the responsibility as we consider rests with the 
commander of the vessel or his immediate subor- 
dinates who hold commissions, surely the com- 
mon sailor who suffers ouglit not to be held respon- 
sible. 

Mr. CHANDLER. As I am informed by 
military men, it is customary for soldiers before 
going into battle to do what they call strip for 
action;’? they throw off their blankets, their 
knapsacks, in fact all their incumbrances except 
perhaps their haversack and the cartridge-box 
and musket. In case of defeat and disaster, cer- 


| tainly the common soldier is not responsible for 


that defeat. Tam told that frequently our soldiers 
lose almost everything they have, and yet they 
are not paid forit. Task the Senator from Iowa 
if he can see any reason why a soldier losing his 
clothing in consequence of a defeat, or in conse- 
quence of being compelled to strip for action, 
| should not be paid as well as a sailor. 
Mr.GRIMES. Itis altogether voluntary with 
| the soldier whether he strips or not. It is per- 
fectly involuntary with the sailor; he cannot pre- 
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responsibility upon the officer and not upon the 
man. I will not undertake to say that if a mili- 
tary Officer directs all his men to strip, and then 
lets them get whipped so that they cannot recover 
the property that he has caused them to leave 
back at some other place, the Government ouglit 
not to be responsible; and I will not undertake t 
say that we ought not to pay the soldiers in al 
the cases that have been put by the Senator from 
New Jersey and the Senator from Michigan. | 
am only speaking now as to what has been the 
practice hitherto, and the principle on which I 
understand that it has always been based. I only 
know that it was a tradition that had been long 
In existence, as Il unde rstood, when I took my 
place here in the Senate, that we always paid, I 
think, originally sixty dollars (and it has been 
reduced since the rebellion broke out to fifty dol- 
lars) toall those seamen who lost property where 
the vessel went down; in other words, we made 
good their kit. 

but then there 1s another thing which we should 
take into consideration, We pay our sailors four- 
teen or sixteen dollarsa month, and we make them 


pay for their own clothing out of it. Thatamounts || 


to over eighty dollars a year; | have a statement 
in my desk showing theexactamount. But you 
pay your soldiers the stipend that you agree to 


pay them, and give themelothing in addition, If 


they are stripped before the battle, and the battle 
is lost, and they are not able to recover their 
clothing, who makes it up? 

Mr. CHANDLER. ‘The soldier is charged 
with it. 

Mr. GRIMES. 1! do not know how that is. 

The jointresolution was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading, and was read the third time. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. This is an important ques- 
tion, and as I can foresee that millions of dollars 
may be dependent upon it growing out of all 
this, I should like to have the expression of the 
Senate on the subject, and | therefore ask for the 
yeas and nays on the final passage of the joint 
resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 30, nays 6; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Anthony, Brown, Buckalew, Clark, 
Collamer, Conness, Cowan, Davis, Dixon, Doolittle, Fes 
eenden, Foster, Grimes, Hale, Harding, Harlan, Harris, 
Howe, Johnson, Lane of Kansas, Morgan, Pomeroy, Pow 


ell, Ramsey, Riddle, Sumner, Trumbull, Van Winkle, Wil 
ley, and Wilson —JO0, 


NAYS—Messrs. Chandler, Henderson, Howard, Sher- 


man, Sprague, and Ten Eyck—6. 
So the joint resolution was passed. 
THUANKS TO ADMIRAL PORTER. 


On motion of Mr. HALE, the joint resolution 
(H.R. No. 13) tendering thanks of Congress to 
Admiral Porter was considered as in Committee 
of the Whole. It tenders the thanks of Congress 
to Admiral David D, Porter, commanding the 


Mississippi squadron, for the eminent skill, en- | 


durance, and gallantry exhibited by him and his 


squadron, in coéperation with the Army, in open- | 


ing the Mississippi river. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate, 
ordered to a third reading, read the third time, 
and passed. 

LOSS OF THE CINCINNATI. 


On motion of Mr. HALE, the joint resolution 


(TH. R. Ne. 21) relative to the accounts of the | 


petty officers, seamen, and others of the crew of 
the United States gunboat Cincinnati, was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro- 
poses to authorize the proper accounting officers 
of the Treasury, in settling the accounts of the 


the United States gunboat Cincinnati, to allow to 
each of them all back pay and a sum not ex- 
ceeding fifty dollars for loss of clothing and other 
property, by the sinking of the vessel in the Mis- 
sissipyi river, near Vicksburg, on the 27th of 
May, 1863. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate, 
ordered to a third reading, read the third time, 
and passed, 


VOLUNTEER NAVAL APPOINTMENTS. 
On motion of Mr. HALE, the bill (H. R. No. 


370) to appoint certain officers of the Navy was | 


considered as in Committee of the Whole. It had 
been reported from the Committeeon Naval Af- 
fuirs with two amendments, the firstof which was 


petty officers, seamen, and others of the crew of | 


| 





in the first section, to strike out in lines three and 


four the words ** Secretary of the Navy,’’and in- 


sert the words * Pre sident, by and with the ad- 
vice and consent of the Senate;’’ so as to make 
the section read: 


That forand during the present insurrection the Presi 
dent. by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, is 
hereby authorized to appoint acting lieutenants and acting 
‘omimanders, who shall have the same rate of compensa- 
tion as is allowed to officers of similar grade in the Navy. 


The amendment wasagreed to. 

The next amendment wastostrike out the sec- 
ond and third sections of the bill, as follows: 

Sec. 2. nd be it further enacted, That the proviso in 
section ten, Chapter one hundred and eighty-three, ofan 


act to establish and equalize the grade of line officers of the 
United States Navy, approved July 16, 1862, be, and the 


same is hereby, repealed, and that said section shall read as | 


follows: 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That any person who 
shall have received, or shall hereatter receive, a temporary 
Appointient as acting volunteer lieutenant or acting mas 
ter in the Navy, from civil life, authorized by act of Con 
gress of July 24, loGOl, may be confirmed in said appoint 
ment in the Navy and placed in the line of promotion trom 
the date of said confirmation, il, upon the recommendation 
of the President, he reecives the thanks of Congress for 


highly meritorions conduct in contlict with the enemy. | 


Seamen distinguishing themselves in battle, or by extraor 

dinary heroism in the line of their profession, may be pro- 
moted to forward warrant officers or acting masters’? mates, 
as they may be best qualified, upon the recommendation of 


| their commanding oflicer, approved by the flag-officer and | 


| agratuity of $100, and a medal of honor, to be prepared by | 


the Department. Upon such promotionthey shall receive 


the Navy Department. 
Mr. HALE. 
July 16, 1862, isas follows: 
‘wind be it furlier enacted, ‘That any person who shall 


The tenth section of the act of | 


have received, or shall hereafter reeeive, a temporary ap- | 


pointment as acting volunteer lieutenant, oractlng master 
in the Navy. from civillife, authorized by the aet of Con- 


| gress of July 24, 1801, may be confirmed in said appoint- 





mentin the Navy, and placed in the line of promotion trom 
the date of said confirmation, if, upon the recommendation 
of the President, he reeeives the thanks of Congress for 
highly meritorious conduct in conflict with the enemy: 
Provided, ‘ie number ot officers allowed in each grade by 
this act shall wot be increased thereby. Seamen distin- 
guishing themselves in battle, or by extraordinary heroism 
in the line of their profession, may be promoted to forward 
warrant officers or acting masters’? mates, as they may be 
best qualified, upon the recommendation of their com- 
manding officer, approved by the flag-officer and the De- 
partment. Upon such promotion they shall receive a 
gratuity of $100, and a medal of honor, to be prepared by 
the Navy Departinent.”’ 


The Naval Committee thought unanimously 


|| of the line who have been in the service a 


that that clause had better stand as it was in the | 
original bill, and therefore they recommend the | 


striking out of these sections. The proposed 
change ts to strike out the proviso preventing 
such an appointment unless there is a vacancy in 
the grade. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. GRIMES. I move to strike out in the 


first section of the bill the words *‘ and acting com- | 


manders.’’ 


The bill as it now stands, without | 


the adoption of the amendment which I propose, | 


authorizes the appointment of acting lieutenant 
commanders and acting commanders. I do not 
think there is any necessity for authorizing the 
creation of this grade of acting commanders, At 
present there is no higher acting appointment than 
an acting lieutenant. If the amendment which I 
propose be adopted, the bill as it will then stand 
will give the President the power to appoint act- 
ing lieutenant commanders—one higher grade of 
acting appointments than can now be appointed. 
I do not think there is any necessity for going 


| another grade beyond that. 


The present pay of a lieutenant commander 
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| them into the regular Navy. § 


| officers, or officers of the volunt 


| in the service. 


when at sea is $2,343, when on shore $1,875, and | 


when doing nothing $1,500. An acting officer 
when promoted to the grade of lieutenant com- 
mander, and doing nothing, will get as much as 
a master gets atsea. I think the tendency of the 
passage of the bill as it stands will be probably 
to create trouble in the Department. It will au- 
thorize the creation of acting commanders who 
will rank lieutenant commanders in the regular 
service, Who have been in the seryice ever since 
1839. The oldest lieutenantcommanders that we 
have now have been in the service since ]839— 
twenty-five years. Ido not think there is any 
propriety in putting these acting officers over men 
who have been twenty-five years serving their 
country. 

Mr. HALE. IT have no feeling about this mat- 
ter, but I will state the views that governed the 
committee. The Department have found them- 


| teer officers in the Army. 
resolution was passed this bi! 
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selves embarrassed by having such pate 
number of acting officers, with no way aes 
moting them inany other mannert a Oe 


li bw 
y 


: 5 ome time s 
resolution was adopted by the Senate ing, 


the Committee on Naval A fairs to jyye aoe 
° ile +} 
might not be some way of promo ' 
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tine thes; art 
| er Navy as | 
may call them, as is done with regard sal 


Pre tty 800n aft rt 
Came from , 
House of Representatives, and the si a 3 
mittee thought upon the whole they had co 
adopt this section of it. i i a 
Some two years ago the Secretary of the N 
sent to the Senate a large list of officers whi 
resigned from the Navy,and who were 
in the regular Navy. 


iy 
Ohad 
reinstated 


He nominated them for 


the positions from which they had resigned. and 

“ J Bed, anc 
after a long contest—the matter was before : ; 
Senate two or three times—the Senate finally ae 


firmed them. To that course 1 was Opposed, and 
I believe the Senator who moves this nenes : 
ment was opposed to it; butit was finally carried 
I trust 1 am not offending against the proy 
of the Senate when I say that similar yp, 
tions are now pending before the body, 

The difficulty is, that no matter how meritori. 
ous these officers are, how gallant they are, h - 
much they distinguish themselves, there is yo 
chance open to them for promotion higher the 
a lieutenant, or, if the bill be amended as pow 
proposed, a lieutenant commander. Ido notknow 
that there can be any serious difficulty growine 
out of the fact that one of these volunteer off sai 
may command a junior who is in the reg r 
Navy, because that thing occurs in the Army 
every day; volunteer officers are appointed brig. 
adier generals of volunteers and command officers 


arried 


re eg 
Nomina. 


great 
while. If, however, the Senate think differe, tly, 
I have not the slightest feeling on earth in regard 
to it, and the Senate may take their own course 
in relation to it. 

Mr. GRIMES. In the Army we do not put 
a volunteer officer and let him take command 
over a senior regular officer inthe same regime 
It will be observed by the Senate that the Army 
and Navy are very differently organized. The 
Navy stands as one regiment—the Army as di- 
vided up into regiments. You never promote a 
man from a lower rank ina regiment to the high- 
est rank in the regiment to command his seniors 
You sometimes promote him and 
make him a general officer, but then he is taken 
out of the regiment; so that there is no analogy 
between the organization of the Army and the 
Navy. But this proposition, as [understand the 
bill, is not to authorize the appointment of these 
men into the regular Navy, but it merely confers 
authority on the President of the United States 
to make. these acting appointments of higher 
grades. Now, is there no necessity for it? Has 
the Navy Department ever asked for it? Ifthe 
bill shall be passed as I propose to amend it, It 
will authorize the appointment of a higher grade 
than any of them have been entitled to, and will 
give those so appointed a pay of nearly twenty- 
five hundred dollars a year when at sea. Is not 
that enough? Can we afford to do better for 
them than that? 

When the bill comes up which proposes to take 


| these volunteer officer into the Navy proper, | 


examination. 


shall be prepared to vote to transfer them to the 
regular Navy, under proper restrictions and regu: 
lations, after they have gone through a proper 
But that is not the question now. 


| The question now is, whether we shal! authorize 


only inctuded lieutenant commanders, but 


the appointment of acting volunteer officers 0! 4 


higher grade than that ofa lieutenant commangt. 
I have no interest in it, and have no feeling 1! 
as the Senator has said that he has none; 0! 
do not believe there is any necessity for that,® 
I think that the bill as it was originally prop: 
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some amendment in the House of Represt wet 
tives, at the instance of one gentleman, the wores 


| and acting commanders” were inserted. 


Ido not understand U 


Mr. ANTHONY. 


this bill requires any appointment ol — 
/ commanders, and if trouble would arise In » 
Department, as the Senator suggests, the Depart 
ment can protect itself by not making the appoint 
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The bill merely confers authority to 
Ido not see why they should not 
hority; and if it is Inconvenient, the 
» where the inconvenience would first 
wuld be the Department. 
sen RIMES. ‘The very place where the in- 
oe would be first seen would be right 
+ the floor of the Senate. Every member 
Sonate will be importuned to sign recom- 
} oleae for this man and that man to be pro- 
Jt the grade of an acting commander, and 
-» will be a pressure made upon the President 
United States to appoint all the men who 
sen acting lieutenants to be acting com- 
targ. [thas been the policy of the Navy De- 
‘ont do not say whether properly or im- 
erly—to put volunteer officers in command 
kaders and require the regular officers to 


KAC : 7 . mm . 
» board fighting ships. The result is that 


ynem. 


cr ’ 
ond many blockade vessels have been captured 
, in acting officers, and the newspaper report- 
simmediately trumpet these officers to the coun- 


the most accomplished, and daring, and 


tey as 


Is here, or if they are not here they will come 
». and they wi ke applications to the De- 
sortement and to the President to appoint them to 
rade of acting commanders, and it will be 
opossible for them to resist their applications. 
\e for us to decide whether it is necessary that 
s grade should be created, and not for us to 


ate it and then leave it to the executive offi- | 


determine whether they will fill it or not. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


| was reported to the Senate as amended, 
amendments were concurred in. The 
ndments were ordered to be engrossed and 

litoberead athird time. The bill was read 
third time, and passed. 


PROMOTIONS IN THE NAVY. 


HALE. I move to take up for consider- 

House bill No. 303, toamend an act entitled 
“An act to establish and equalize the grade of 

e officersof the United States Navy,’’ approved 
July 16, 1862. 

I've motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill. 

Itprovides that no line officer of the Navy, upon 

» active list, below the grade of commodore, 

rany other naval officer, shall be promoted to 
a higher grade, until his mental, moral, and pro- 
fessional fitness to perform all his duties at sea 
shall beestablished to the satisfaction of a board 
of examining officers to be appointed by the Pres- 

utofthe United States. The board is to have 

wer to take testimony—the witnesses when 
resent tobe sworn by the president of the board 
—uid to examine all matter on the files and rec- 
rds of the Department in relation to any officer 
whose case shall be considered. The examining 
board is to consist of not less than three officers, 
senior in rank to the officer to beexamined. Any 
heer to be acted upon by the board may be 
present, if he desires it; and his statement of his 
ase, on oath, and the testimony of witnesses, and 
‘seXamination, are to be recorded. Any mat- 
er on the files and records of the Department 
iching each case as may, in the opinion of the 
dard, be necessary to assist them in making up 
*ir opinion, is, together with the whole record 
“i inding, to be presented to the President for 

‘approval or disapproval of the finding; and 
0 officer is to be rejected until after such public 
*Xemination of himself and the records of the De- 


| 


M: 


th 


lore t 


‘the board after having been duly notified. 

No officer in the naval service is to be promoted 
@ higher grade upon the active list until he has 
“et'examined by a board of naval surgeons and 


ous officers inthe world. They have their | 





riment in his case, unless he fails to appear be- | 


nounced physically qualified to perform all his | 


1ulles at sea, 


“en acted upon by the boards, and who shall 
“shave veen recommended for promotion by both 


All officers whose cases shall have | 


"them, are to be placed upon the retired list; | 


. if the disqualification of any officer so re- 

ired occurred in the line of his duty, or in con- 

“uence of his honorable fulfillment of the term 

._.e Service prescribed by law, he is to be placed 

: _ the retired list one grade higher than that 
1 which he was retired. 


All officers not 


under the fourth section of the act of July 16, 


recommended for promotion | 





1862, may present themselves for examination, 
according to the provisions of this bill, and if 
found duly qualified, and such finding be approved 
by the President, they are to be promoted to the 
same grade and place as if they had been recom- 
mended by the board, and to receive the corre- 
sponding pay according to the service which they 
have performed from the date of their rank to that 


of their promotion. And no further promotions 


are to be made upon the active list until the num- 
ber in each grade is reduced to that provided by 
law. 

It is further provided that any officer in the 
naval service, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate, may be advanced, not ex- 
ceeding thirty numbers, in his own grade, for 
distinguished conduct in battle or extraordinary 
heroism. The President may appoint paymas- 
ters of the fleet and engineers of the fleet in the 
same manner, and with the same rank and pay 
as fleet surgeons; and the retired pay of surgeons, 
paymasters, engineers, and other staff officers in 
the Navy is to be the same as that of the retired 
officers of the line of the Navy with whom they 
have relative rank. 


Mr.GRIMES. 


I have no objection to the bill; 


but I desire to call the attention of the Senate to | 


one fact. 1 suppose that if the bill shall pass, it 


will create thirty or forty rear admirals, and the | 


question is whether that is the intention of the 


| Senate. 


How is that? 
It retires everybody who may 


Several SENATORS. 
Mr.GRIMES. 


| be retired, to a grade higher than he occupies on 
| the active list, and itis retrospective so as to apply 


to those already retired or on the reserved list, as 
I understand it, I do not know the number; per- 
haps | ought to say from twenty to forty. 

Mr. HALE. 
Senator refers? 

Mr.GRIMES. The fourth section. I donot 
wish it to be understood that I interpose any ob- 
jection to the bill, but I only want the Senate to 
know what it is. The fourth section reads as 
follows: 


No officer in the naval. service shall be promoted to a 


higher grade therein, upon the active list, until he has been 
examined by a board of naval surgeons, and pronounced 
physically qualified to perform all his duties at sea. And 
all officers whose cases shall have been acted upon by the 
aforesaid boards, and who shall not have been recommended 


| for promotion by both of them, shall be placed upon the re- 


tired list. And if the disqualification of any officer so re 
tired occurred in the line of his duty, or is in consequence 
of his honorable fulfillment of the term of active service pre- 
scribed by law, he shail be placed upon the retired list one 
grade higher than that from which he was retired. 

That would place all the retired commodores, 
if they can go before a board—and I understand 
that by the provisions of the bill they are to go 
before a board—on the retired list as admirals, 
because there is another section making this pro- 


vision retrospective, and to apply to the action of 


the board that was convened under the act to 
which this is an amendment. 

Mr. HALE. It occurs to me that that difficulty 
can be avoided by putting at the end of the fifth 
section a proviso like this: ‘* Provided there is a 
vacancy in that grade existing by law.”’ 

Mr. GRIMES. It might be done in that way; 
but if it is desired to change it, would it not be 
better to say, *‘ No one shall be retired to a grade 
higher than that of commodore ?’’ 

Mr. HALE. Ihave no objection tothat. Either 
amendment would obviate the difficulty. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Let me ask what is the dif- 


| ference between the pay of a commodore and a 


rear admiral on the retired list? 

Mr. HALE. I have not got the pay list here, 
but there is a difference. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Very little, I think. 

Mr. HALE. No; it is considerable. 

Mr. GRIMES. The difference of pay is nom- 
inal. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Sol thought, 

Mr. GRIMES. A rear admiral on the retired 
list draws $2,000 a year, and acommodore on the 
retired list $1,800. 

Mr. JOHNSON. A difference of $200 only. 

Mr.GRIMES. These commodores, though on 
the retired list, are not actually retired, because 
they are all in employment, but they are in em- 
ployment on shore, and probably will continue 
to be. The real difference, therefore, would be 
the difference between the shore-duty pay of a 
rear admiral, which is $4,000, and the shore-duty 


W hat is the section to which the | 


| shall be enacted, is twenty. 


| come admirals. 


pay of a commodore, which is $3,200—a differ- 
ence of §800 a year in the case of each one. 

Mr. JOHNSON. The promotion under this 
bill, if itshall pass, of the number of commodores, 
or of any commodore, only arises, as | under- 
stand it, where the party has been by service in 
war disqual ific d from going upon the active list. 

Mr. GRIMES. 
service, . 

Mr. JOHNSON. That would be in war orin 
peace. The language of the section is: 


Not in war; by continued 


And if the disqualification of any officer so retired o¢ 
curred in the tine of his duty, or is in consequence of his 
honorable fulfillment of the term of active service prescribed 
by law, he shall be placed upon the retired list one grade 
higher than that frou which he was retired. 


I was about to say that after an officer has 
served with distinction faithfully throughout the 
whole pe riod of time he has been in the Navy up 
to the time when his disqualification in conse- 
quence of thatservice commences, it would seem 
to be treating him with somewhat of severity to 
deny him promotion. These officers, | think, value 
more the promotion and the rank than they do 
the pecuniary compensation which the rank may 
carry. A commodore who may be disabled by 
wounds in batthle—for it applies to him as wellas 
to any such officer who from any other cause 
turns out to be disqualified for active service—is 
to go on the retired list, and he would feel him- 
self, I think, seriously injured in reputation if he 
was not given the higher rank of rear admiral. 

Mr. GRIMES. There are none promoted on 
retirement now. 

Mr. JOHNSON. 


provide for it. 


I know that; but this is to 
My friend from Iowa suggests 


| the difference in pay (which is comparatively 


nothing) if they remain on shore duty after being 
put upon the retired list; but that is by no means 
the difference which there will be if they are put 
upon active duty on the ocean; and he supposes 
that a good many of these officers who may not 
be able to stand the test which they are to be sub- 


| jected to before the board may still be perfectly 


capable of doing full duty on shore or full duty 
at sea. Now,to such | suppose it would not be 
anything but right to give them the rank that this 
bill proposes in that case to give them. You 
ought not to make them during life remain stil 
as commodores, although they may up to the 
period of the termination of life, whether that 
occurs by reason of disease or in battle, be able 
to do the duty of the higher rank. Personally, 
therefore, | should prefer, out of regard to those 


| officers and for the good of the service, that the 


bill should stand as it is. 

Mr. GRIMES. Ihave no desire one way or 
the other about this matter. Ido not believe, 
however, in the idea that when you do retire a 
man you should retire him to a grade above that 
which he had before. It was with a great deal 
of difficulty that we carried through a retiring 
bill here at all, and now we are advancing, ac- 
cording to the provisions of this bill, one step 
further, and not only giving him the retired pay 
of the grade to which he belonged at the time he 
was retired, but we are going to retire him with 
the pay ofa grade higher than that to which he 
belonged at the time he was retired. It is very 
easy for anybody to see, who will refer to the 
Register, that all these retired officers, or nearly 
all ofthem,are employed; they are in the perform- 
ance of shore duty; and therefore when we come 
to estimate what the difference is between their 
present pay, or what their pay would be if they 
were retired in the grade in which they now are 
and the pay they will receive when retired to the 
grade next above that in which they now are, 
you must calculate the difference between the 
shore-duty pay of those two grades. The differ- 
ence between the shore-duty pay of a commo- 
doreand an admiral is $800 a year. The number on 
the retired list, according to the Register of last 
year, of these commodores who may become 
rear admirals under the operation of this bill, if it 
This bill | have not 
paid much attention to, and it only occurred to 
me while it was being read that this would be 
the effect of it. 

Then on the retired list there are eleven cap- 
tains who have been in the service long enough 
to be added to the twenty commodores, who under 
the retrospective section of the bill may also be- 
Then we shall have under the 
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operation of the bill, as L understand it, trirty- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL G 


Mr.GRIMES. Youcould put him atthe head 


ove admirals in addition to the nine retired ad- || 


mirals we have now. 

‘There are two questions to be settled: first, are 
we prepared to retire all these officers, when they 
are reured, to a pay higher than that which they 
get; and then here is another thing: take as an 
illustration a captain in the Navy who is retired 
us a commodore, and I should likethe Senator 
from Maryland to answer me that question as a 
legal question: a captain is retired under the op- 
eration of this bill and becomes a retired commo- 
dore, and he afterwards is employed on shore 
duty; is he to draw the shore-duty pay of the 


grade to which he is advanced? I suppose he is, | 


Mr. JOHNSON. 


I should suppose so. 


Mr. GRIMES. Then the loss to the Govern- | 


ment in salary is, as I said before, just the differ- 
ence between the shore-duty pay of the grade he 
now occupies and thagto which he has been ad- 
vanced, and that is $800 a year. 

Mr. HALE. ‘To meet the difficulty, I propose 
to amend the fourth section by adding at the end 


of it these words, which I hope will obviate the | 


difficulty: 
Provided, There be a vacancy in the next higher grade 
as now established by law to which he may be promoted. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I think that proviso re- 


lieves the bill from what would seem to me to be | 
I know very little about | 


a very great objection. 
this bil! or about naval matters, but I was very 
much struck with this feature when it was first 
read. It is a premium offered for a man to be re- 
tired from the Navy. A man whov is retired ts 
retired to an advanced grade. That is a very 


strange provision, The man whoremains in the | 
service doing his duty and in active service is | 


outranked by a person who is retired,and a man 
who is retired not because of any distinguished 
service; but if he has remained in the service the 
length of time requisite, without performing any 
remarkable deeds, he is to be retired, and on be- 
ing retired is to be advanced one grade. A com- 


mander becomes a captain, a captain becomes a || 
commodore, a commodore becomes anadmiral, if | 
It seems to me that | 
that is a very strange provision. I should sup- | 


he can manage to be retired. 


pose the promotion would be in behalf of those 
who performed service and remained in the ser- 


vice, and that an inducement would be held out || 


to those jn active service. It would never occur 
to me that the proper way to promote the effi- 
ciency of the Army or the Navy would be to offer 
a reward for men to be retired. | hope certainly 
the amendment will be adopted. 


There is another suggestion that I wish tomake | 
while lamup. The sixth section, if 1 under- | 


stand it, contains a limitation that ought not to 
be adopted by Congress. It provides ** that any 
officer in the naval service, by and with the ad- 
vice and consent of the Senate, may be advanced 


not exceeding thirty numbers in his own grade, | 


for distinguished conduct in battle or extraordi- | 
Why limit it to thirty numbers | 


nary heroism.”’ 
in his own grade? 

Mr. HALE. If the Senator will allow me, I 
will state that by the ninth section of the exist- 
ing law, which is not repealed by this bill, it is 
provided “that any line officer of the Navy or 
marine corps may be advanced one grade, if, 
upon recommendation of the President by name, 
he receives the thanks of Congress for highly dis- 
tinguished conduct in conflict with the enemy, or 
for extraordinary heroism in the line of his pro- 
fession,”? 
Senator refers is put in as a reward of merit not 
quite equal to an advance of one grade. It does 
ot repeal the law | have just read. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Unquestionably it re- 
peals that law, because it provides—and | was 
just going to make that point—that “ any officer 


m the naval service’’—that applies to all officers | 


—‘* may be advanced not exceeding thirty num- 
bers im his own grade.’’ Surely that is a limit- 
ation upon advancing him more than thirty num- 


~ 


The provision of this bill to which the | 


bers in bis own grade, or advancing him from one | 


grade taanother, | was going to inquire how it 
would be if a person at the head of his grade, 
being one or two numbers from the head of that 
particular grade, performed some distinguished 
service, how could he obtain promotion at all? 
There weuld be no thirty numbers in the grade up 


which he could go, and you could not promote | 


from one grade to another. 


| 


of his grade. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If he was at the head of 
his grade, then he could not be promoted for dis- 
tinguished services; but the other act is repealed 
by this bill. ‘This provides that ‘any officer in 
the naval service’’—that embraces all in all the 
grades—** may be advanced’’—how/—* not ex- 
ceeding thirty numbers in hisown grade.’’ Will 
it be said that that does not repeal a law that au- 
thorizes the advancing from one grade to another? 
It strikes me that it does. Any law inconsistent 
with this provision thatallows an advance exceed- 
ing thirty numbersina particular grade is repealed 
by this, because if a man goes from one grade to 
another his advance may be more than thirty 
numbers. Why the limitation anyway? If an 
officer has distinguished himself greatly in the 
naval service, why net, by the nomination of the 
President and the advice and consent of the Sen- 
ate, let him be placed in any position which, in 
the opinion of the Senate, the President, and the 
country, he may be entitled to? In the Army we 
are taking men who were at the commencement 
of this rebellion in the position of Heutenants and 
captains, and making them brigadier generals and 
major generals, because they have distinguished 
themselves in the line of their duty, and shown 
themselves qualified for these high positions. Why 
not do the same thing in the Navy? I do notlike 
the limitation in the sixth section; and I do not 


| like the idea of offering a reward to men to be 


retired; and therefore, if it is in order, I move 
to strike out the latter part of the fourth section, 
all after the word ** list’? in the eighth line. 

Mr. HALE. [think my honorable friend from 
Illinois is mistaken. Here are two provisions, 
and they are provisions of a different class. In 
the ninth seetion of the act approved July 16, 
1862, it is provided that— 

“Any line officer of the Navy or marine corps may be 
advanced one grade, if, upon recommendation of the Pres- 
ident by name, he receives the thanks of Congress for 
highly distinguished conduct in conflict with the enemy, 
or for extraordinary heroism in the line of his profession.” 

And under that we have promoted two officers, 
I think, at this session, Rodgers and Rowan. 
The sixth section of this bill provides ** that any 


| officer in the naval service, by and with the ad- 


vice and consent of the Senate, may be advanced 
not exceeding thirty numbers in his own grade, 
for distinguished conduct,” and that without re- 
ceiving the thanks of Congress. ‘The twoare per- 
fectly consistent with each other. This billcontem- 


plates that there may be an officer in a subordinate | 


situation who may so diStinguish himself that he 
is entitled to some promotion, while at the same 
time he has notso greatly distinguished himselfas 
to be entitled to a vote of thanks from Congress, 


and therefore for this line of conduct the officer | 


may be promoted thirty numbers in his grade, 
leaving the other section providing for a promo- 
tion of one grade in certain cases in full force. 

In regard to the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Illinois, | am far from certain that 
it is not a wise one,and thatis tostrike out all the 
fourth section after line eight; andl am the more 
inclined to consent to that for the reason that there 
is a provision that they may be promoted on the 
retired list after they are put there. I shall not 
object to the amendment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Did the Senator 
from I\linois submit a motion? 


Mr. HALE. The Senator from Illinois moves 


to strike out of the fourth section all after the | 


word *‘ list,’’ in the eighth line. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I propose to strike out all 


| of section four after the eighth line. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The impression 


of the Chair is that the first question is on the 


amendment of the Senator from New Hampshire. 
Mr. HALE. I withdraw that amendment. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Then the moore 


ison the amendment of the Senator from Illinois, 


to strike out all of the fourth section after the | 


word * jist”? in the eighth line. The words pro- 
posed to be stricken out will be read. 


The Secretary read the words proposed to be | 


stricken out, as follows: 


And if the disqualification of any officer so retired oc- 
curred in the line of his duty, or is in consequence of his 
honorable fulfilment of the term of active service pre- 
scribed by law, he shall be placed upon the retired list one 
grade higher than that from which he was retired. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


LOBE. 





_ _ April 14 


The bill was reported to the Senate as 
|} and the amendments were coneurr, d 


aMended 
“yy 


iN. The 

amendments were ordered to be engrossed The 
the bill to. be read a third time. The bill oe 
+ Wag 


read the third time, and passed 


JOSEPH FORD. 

Mr. HARRIS. I move that the Se 

ceed to the consideration of House bill 
for the relief of Joseph Ford. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Thatisa 


there is a public bill here of some 


nate nro. 
No. 228 


private bill, ang 
Importance 


the Senator from Michigan [Mr. Howarp) } . 
tried for a week to get action upon; but ha a 
ie hag 


been so unsuccessful that I believe he has y 
drawn and pretty much given up trying ein 
floor atall. I hope the Senate will allow lp 

: : UM to 
take it up and pass it. 

Mr. HARRIS. This bill might haye bea 
passed in the time the Senator from Illinois a 
been occupying. I have been trying for a week 
to dispase of it. 

The motion of Mr. Harris was agreed to; and 
the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole. ro 
ceeded to consider the bill (H. R. No. 298) con. 
firming the title of Joseph d to certain lands 
in Rice county in the Sta f Minnesota. |; 
provides that the title of Joseph Ford in and to 
the south half of the northeast quarter, and the 
southeast quarter of the northwest quarter, and 
the northwest quarter of the southeast quarter of 
section six, in township one hundred and eleyey 
of range nineteen, in Rice county, Minnesota, 
containing one hundred and sixty acres, shall he 
fully and absolutely confirmed; and that a patent 
be issued to him. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It seems to me that is q 
very singular bill. It does not protect the righis 
of third parties if there is any controversy about 
thisland. I donot know whether there is or pot, 


Mr. HARRIS. None at all. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Butthe character of these 
bills usually is to transfer the Government title 
to the lands. This bill as it reads absolutely 
grants the land to this man. If it is public land 
and there is no dispute about it, very well. 

Mr. HARRIS. 1 will state ina word howitis. 
Joseph Ford some six or eight years ago entered 
on this land and filed the usual claim of preémp- 
tion. He subsequently purchased a land-warrant 
and located that land-warrant upon this land. 
That warrant was a genuine warrant, but he was 
deceived in regard to it, inasmuch as the warrant 
had been obtained upon fraudulent or forged pa- 
pers. "The warrant was subsequently rescinded 
and canceled. Mr. Ford occupies the land, lies 
gone ou and improved it, and is now a soldier in 
the Army. Under these circumstances the House 
uf Representatives has passed this bill establish- 
ing his title. 

Mr. HARLAN. I will ask the Senator from 
New York if there is anything to prevent tlis 
gentleman from buying another land-warraut 
and locating it on the same land. ‘That privilege 
is always, | think, granted to those whi have 
made locations on a fraudulent warrant, and | 
know of no case heretofore in which Congress 
has intervened to give the land to a man becaiise 
he had unfortunately bought a fraudulent war 
rant. 

Mr. HARRIS. There isa report of the com- 
mittee of the House of Representatives on this 
subject stating the circumstances of this man; that 
he is poor, that he is a soldier in the service 0 
the country and has been for a year and a hall; 
that he has a large family in very indigent or 
cumstances on this land; and under these circum: 
stances they passed the bill. That is the who 
case. 

Mr. HARLAN. [It will be a precedent | sup 
pose, if established, that will entitle every sole 
who is poor to a quarter section of land. 

Mr. GRIMES. | suggest to the Senator from 
New York that he let this bill go over until we 
can get the report. 

Mr. HARRIS. The report is here, but I have 
no objection to its going over. “he 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will 


postponed until to-morrow. 
TERRITORY OF MONTANA. 


Mr. WADE, from the committee of confer- 
|| ence on the disagreeing votes of the two —— 
|| om the amendments to the bill (H. R. No. 16) 
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ry : 
ede a t mporary government for the Terri- 
or Montana, submitted the following report: 
y coungaitnee of conference appointed to consider the | insert * Royal Arch,’” after the name of W. G. 
con votes of the LWe Houses on the bill (tL. R. No. || Parkhurst to strike out the letters «RL A.,’? and 
iied SAN AC to provide a temporary. Gere nt || to insert “* Roval Arch;” and after the name of 
morritory Of Montana, having met, after a fulland || ye  Steelle 7 eesticg he: te aR. A 39 
yoronee Have agrged to report totheir respective ames oteetit to strike out vhe etters RL. 
‘4 recount nd as follows: \\ and to insert ** Royal Arch. 
Hiouse recede from their disagreement to the | The amendment was agreed to. 
bypert of the Senate, and agree to the same. | - 
1e senate rece le from their second amendment. 
the Hause recede from their disagreement to the 
nepdinent of the Senate, and agree to the same. 
_— B. F- WADE, 
J. H. LANE, 
Ww. SPRAGUE, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 
F. C. BEAMAN, 
J. M. ASHLEY, 
Managers om the part of the House of Kepresentatives. 
The report WAS concurred in. “ 
Rock ISLAND ARSENAL. 


Mr. GRIMES. * I move to take up House bill 
,, 206. 
qe motion Was agreed tO; and the Senate re- 
eqmed the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 
fig) in addition to an act for the establishment of 
tail arsenals. 
Tie amendments were ordered to be engrossed, 
nd the bill to be read a third time. It was read 
third ume, and passed. 
MASONIC HALL ASSOCIATION. 


Mr. WILSON. | move that the Senate pro- 
coed to the consideration of executive business. 
\ir, SUMNER. Before my colleague makes 
that motion | ask the Senate to take up a bill so 
that it shall be in order to-morrow atone o’clock. 
It is Senate pill No, 141, to repeal all acts forthe 
rendition of fugitives from service or labor. 

Mr. WILLEY. ‘That bill will very likely oc- 
cupy a good deal of time. 

Nir, SUMNER. My colleague proposes to 
movean executive session, and | wish to leave this 
| ill pel ding. 

Mr, WILLEY. I have a little bill here that 
will not take long, and it is very desirable that it 
chould be put upon its passage thisevening. The 
vill to which the Senator from Massachusetts al- 
iqdes will evidently lead to a good deal of discus- 
sion if taken up to-night. 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator will understand 
that [make the motion because my colleague has 
already announced his purpose to move an exec- 
ut my idea was to have this bill 


| ters * U. D. K. T.:” after the name of W.M. 
\| Smith to strike out the letters ‘* R. A.;” and to 


2 
> 


"> 


The next amendment of the committee was in 


| 


| the words, ‘fr comnized hereby asa board of tras- 
tees,” and to insert and their successors to be 
appointed in the manner hereinafter declared.” 
The amendment was agreed to. 
























































The next amendment of the committee Was in 
section two, line five, after the word “ appointed,’ 
to insert ‘* in the manner hereinafter declared.” 

The next amendment of the committee was to 
insert at the end of the second section the follow- 
ing proviso? E 





Provided, That said corporation shall take and hold no 
more land than is necessary tor a site on which to erect a 
Masonic hall suitable and convenient for the transaction of 
the busiess of the association and the promotion of the 
principles and purposes aforesaid, But this provision shall 
not prevent the saidcorporation from constructing suitable 
rooms and offices in conne ction with the said hall, to rent, 
and renting the same, and receiving rent therefor, to be 
applied to the promouon of the principles and purposes 
atoresaid ; nor shall it prevent said corporation from se- 
curing debts due tO it, nor the payment of money joaned by 
it, by mortgages on real estate. 


The amendment was agreed to. 





The next amendment of the committee was in 
section four, line seven, to strike out the word 
_ corporation” and insert ** corporatorss or a ma- 
jority 


jority of them;”’ in line fifteen, after the word 
“ eorporators,’’to insert *f ora majority ofthem;”’ 


in line sixteen, after the word “ by,’ to strikeout 


insert ** said corporators or & majority of them;”” 
sonal notice,’ to strike out the word 


gert served on. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


‘¢ of,’? and in- 


The next amendment of the committee was in 
section five, line two, to strike out the word 
company” and insert « corporators;”” in line 
four, after the word * stockholders,’ to insert the 
words **on the first Monday of December in each 
year,” and in line seven, after the word **ap- 
pointed,” to insert the words “in the manner 
hereafter declared;”’ 8° that it will read: 


That the government and direction of the affairs of the 


—_—_—— 


ative session; and 
taken up and be pending when the motion for an 
executive session was adopted. 

Mr. WILLEY. I hope the Senator will allow 
the bill for the charter of a Masonic Hall associa- 
tion in Washington to be taken up and passed. 

Mr.SUMNER. Very well. Lam willing to 
seeommodate the Senator. 

Mr. WILSON. [am anxious to have an ex- 
ecutive session, but | will withdraw the motion 
for the Senator from West Virginia. 

Mr. WILLEY. Then I make the motion to 
take up the bill to which I have referred. 

The motion was agreed to5 and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill (S. No. 130) for a charter of Masonic Hall 
"st iation, in Washington city, District of Co- 


Decenmber in each year from among the corporators named 
in the first section oO! this ac t, and their successors, elected 
or appointed in the manner hereinafter declared by the ma 
sonic bodies they represent, wiro shall hold their office for 
one year and until others are duty elected and qualified 10 
take their places as directors,’? &C- 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee was in 


’ 


«¢ corporators aforesaid,’ in line fifteen to strike 


tion; and in line sixteen to strike out the word 


Mr, WILLEY. The bill has been read once, 

and was then recommitted. |! suggest, therefore, 
at only the amendments be read: now. 
_ The VICE PRESIDENT. if there beno ob- 
jection, the reading of the vill will be dispensed 
with, and only the amendments reported by the 
committee will be read. 

The first amendment of the committee was in 
section One, after the name of B. B. French, to 
strike out the letters ** KX. T.;”? after the name of 

srs MecMurdy to strike out the letters oe 
= and to insert ** Royal Arch;’? after the name 
e George C, Whiting to strike out the words, 
Bar S. P.R. S., thirty-second degree, A. A. 
» after the name of EB. L. Stevens to strike out 
rnd rs “A. A. R.;”? after the name of Z. D. 
hte to strike out the letters ‘¢ K. T.;’? after 
Le name of W. B. Partetlo to strike out the let- 
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the clause will read: 





And the enid directors shall elect one of their number to 


the company, and shall elect a secre tary from among their 
own number, OF from the corporators aforesaid, who shalt 
also be secretary of the corporation, and they sbalt also 
choose a treasurer, who shall give ponds with sarety to said 
corporation, itt such suim as the said directors may require, 
for the faithful discharge of his trust. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the committee was in 
section five, line twenty-four,after tha word ‘“ap- 
pointed,” to insert the words ** in the manner 
hereinafter declared.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the committee was in 


es — 


section one, after line twenty-five, to strike out | 


- 
——— 


ofthem;’’ in line nine, to strike outthe word | 
- corporation” and insert **corporators, or a ma- | 


the words ** the rules of said corpération, ” and to | 


and in line twenty-seven, after the words ‘ per | 


corporators shall be vested in a poard of directors, five in | 
number, elected by the atockholders on the first Monday of }} 


section five, lines thirteen ard fourteen, to strike | 
out the words board of trustees”? and 1st rt | 


oyt the word °° company” and insert * corpora: | 


sécompany and to insert * corporations” so that | 


be president of whe poard, who shall also be president of.} 


section six, line five, to strike out the word ** com- | 
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and in ne 
» and to 


** corporat ion? 


insert ** corporation. 


The ame 

The nex 
strike out 
words: 


Sec. 


first section 


separately ane 


and by theirt 
may Bue and 
of law er, eq 


capable of taking ant 
may have and use 
the same at pleasure, 


separately at 


privileges incident to such corporation. 


sonic, bodies 


the said mast 
trary to the ¢ 
ordinances 0 


body, im its ie 
The ame 


The nex 


strike out the e 


by-laws, rules 
and proper for 
stock, property, 


alter or amend tire same as the interests of the said masonic 
jividual capacity, may require,, 


ndment was agreed to. 


ndment 


was agreed to. 


t amendment of the committee was ta 
the seventh section im the following 


7, And be it 
and members of the 


further enacted, Tirat the officers 
Beveral MAsSOTUC podigs nae d in the 


of this act are hereby created wad made, 


1 individually, bodies polite and corporate, 


ndividual name, as giver iu snid first section, 
be sued, plead and be imp! aded, ta any court 
uity of competent jurisdicuioa, and shall be 


j holding real and personal este, and 
eac 


ha common veal, and may change 


and be entitied to use undexereise, 


id individually, all the powers, rights, aud 


sh 


mie body 


Aud the said mia- 


sall have power make and preseribe such 
and regyjations as they may deew needful 
the disposition and management of we 
estate, 


and effects pelonglag to or held by 
in its indiv idual capacity, not con 


hurter, or the laws of the United States, or the 
f Washington city, and shall have power w 


t amendment of the committee was tO 


ighth section after the enacting 


clause in the following words: 


That the several 


named in the 
for the periot 


| act, and untl 


eral masonic 
duty of tire s 
first section, 
annually the 
dividual cap 


said represet 


and shall hav 
trust, under * 


persons composing the board of trustees 


» first section of tris act shall hold their offices 
1of one year from and after the passage of this 
| their successors are duly elected by the sev 

» bodies they represent. And it shall be the 
aid several masonic bodies named in the eald 
on or before the expiration of the year, and 


reatter, 


to meet, and in their separate and M- 


acity elect, by ballot, one of their number 34 
their representalive in the said board of trustees, and the 


lative 5 


suc 


hall be a.trustes for said masonic body, 
e charge of its stock, property, and effects, in 
h rules and regu/ations as may be presoribed 
by said masowe body + 
the several masol 


Providedy ‘That should apy one of 


ric bodies named in the said first section 


surrender oF forfeit its masonic charter or warrant, or cease 
to exist, it shall not! be entitied to a representative in die 
ard OF trustees. 


aforesaid bo% 


And to insert in 


That each 
first secuon 


ot Nevember, 13864, 


select, by ba 


which may | 


of this act: 


person then or last re 
yoratlon, whose 


lieu thereof: 


masonie body oF organization named in the 


of 


tlvis act shall be entitied, during the month 
and annually thereafter, to meet aid 


Ob, one of its members as a successor w the 


presenting it as member of this cor- 
annus 


il term expires next thereafter, OF 


save expired next before thartune, 80 thacwaid 


corporauon shall forev 
each of the said miison 
Pr yoided, 
anid several mas 
this act, surrender of { 
rant, or {rom any cau 
der of Free and Accet 


er consist of one corporagor frou 
ic bodies nam od in the first section 
however, That should any of the 


anie bodies, named in the first section ol 


orfeit tts masonic charter or war- 


se cease to be recognized by the Uf; 
sted Masons, i hall 


ot therentter 


be entitled to any representation in satd corporation, wor 
shall the continued corporate existence and rights of thts 
asaoeiation be in anywise affected thereby, 80 long as there 


remain five cory 
The amendm 
The next am 


section pile, line 


ory” to insert **1 
to strike out the 


to insert ** 
or their su 


in line eich 
the words, 
and privil 


collectively or 


tions of th 


BEC. 9. And 
lodye, clinpter, 


it existence 


trict of Colum 


thirds of the 


successors, be adm 


corpora 


yorators qualified to net as such. 

ent was agreed to. 

endment of the committee Was in 
two; after the word * consist- 

iow in existence ;”” 10 line five, 

words ** board of trustees,” and 

tors named In the first section, 


ecessors;” in line six, to strike out the 
word * board” and to insert ** corporation ;”” and 
it, after the wort, ** act,” to strike out 
‘andshallenjoy allthe powers, right, 
»ges granted to said masonic bodies, 


is act;”" 


dividually, by) the several sec 


go that the section will read 


be it further enacted, That any masouic 
council, commanderg, OF eonsiatory DOW 


or that may hereafter be instituted in the Dis- 


bia, Mays by and with the conseyt of two 


corporators named in the first section, or their 


futed to @ representation in said corpo- 


ration upon an equal footing withthe several masonic bodies 


named in the ficst section of this act. 


The bill 


and the amend 


Mr. pooLiT TLE. 


of the Ser 


| charge of 


when it was 


Mr. Wi 


was reported to the Senate as amended, 


yenta were concurred in. 


1 shoald like to inquire 


ator from West Virginia who has had 
this ball, whether it has been changed 
| ip these features to which objecuuon was madé 


LLEY. 


péfore the Senate heretofore. 


kt bas. 


4 
; 
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Mr. DOOLITTLE. It provides for only ohe || debts, you just do away with the prohibition of | of the House to submit th 


corporation, as I understand it now. 
Mr. WiLLEY. One corporation with provis- 
ions to authorize other masonic bodies to appoint 


corporators; but there is only“one corporation 
incorporated. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. 1 am satisfied. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I observe that there is in 
the bill a provision purporting to be a prohibition 
against this corporation holding any land further 
than is necessary to build this hail. ‘That is all 
well enough; but then it goes on to provide that 


nothing in this act, however, shall prevent them | 


from securing debts due to them by mortgages on 


real estate. To my mind, as I understand the | 


operation of mortgages, that is nothing more nor 
less than saying that they can buy as much land 
as they please. Suppose, for instance, they wish 
to buy apiece of land and the owner of itis willing 
to selltothem. They say, ‘* Weare notat liberty 
to buy it; our charter prohibits us from buying 
any land except what our hall covers; but we will 
tell. 

and you can give us a mortgage on that piece of 
land, and then we will forecldse it, and thus own 
the land.’? They could go on in that way from 
time to timeand buy as much land as they pleased. 
I do not say that there is anything very import- 


ant in it; but I do not like to have the bill read | 


as if we meant to restrict this corporation in the 
purchase of land and then did not restrict them at 
all. It amounts to that practically. I therefore 


move to strike out that part of the bill relating to | 


mortgages. They do not need to deal in mort- 
es. 
‘he VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Senator 
indicate the section ? 

Mr. WILLEY. Lunderstand the Senator from 
Vermont to propose to strike out these words in 
the second section: 7 

Nor shall it prevent said corporation from securing debts 


due to it, or the payment of money loaned by it, by mort- 
gages on real estate. , 


Mr. COLLAMER. That is the part I wish 
to strike out. 

Mr. WILLEY. The same suggestion was 
made to my mind in drawing this proviso to the 
second section; but it will be remembered by the 
Senator that when this bill was before the Senate 
prior to its recommitment this very proviso was 
acted upon by the Senate and made a part of the 
bill. It was not considered proper by the com- 
mittee to whom the bill was recommitted, after 
the Senate had acted on that part of it, to ignore 
the action of the Senate. 

Mr. COLLAMER. ‘That is a sufficient reason 
as to why the committee did not make this amend- 
ment, but it is no answer to my objection. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I will ask the Senator 
from Vermont one question. One portion of the 
bill prohibits this corporation from holding lands 
on unconditional title, but it goes on to provide 
that it may hold them as mortgagee. Will that 
oa them to buy up on foreclosure and hold 
in fee? 

Mr. COLLAMER. I know that this matter 
will attract differently the minds of lawyers from 
different States where they have different modes 
of proceeding. The fact is that at common law 
the mortgage, when the pay-day has expired, is 
an absolute title in the mortgagee. There is, 
nevertheless, an outstanding equity of redemp- 
tion. A bill in chancery being filed in such a 
case before the court, they fix the time for fore- 
closing that equity of redemption, and if the 
money is not paid in, according to that decree, the 
mortgagee owns the land in law and in chancery 
without any sale. That is the common law of 
mortgages, 

i know that in many States they have statutes 
which require, on the foreclosure of a mortgage, 
a sale of the land, Some of them make it pay 
the debt pro tante. Some of them allow possession 
to be taken before this proceeding, and some after 
it. They have different statutes in different States 
about it. But I take it that here the law of mort- 
gage stands on the common law of mortgage. I 
am not acquainted particularly with the statutes 
of thie District, but I supposeit does, If that be 
so, the mortgagee owns the land upon the pay- 
day expiring in law, and upon the foreclosure in 
chancery he is absolute owner, I repeat, there- 
fore, what I before stated, that when you author- 
ize this corporation to take security on land for 


you what we can do: we will lend you $5,000 | 
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their owning lands; because on these mortgages 
and foreclosures they can buy any quantity of 
land they please. The exception you make covers 
the whole ground. Therefore, I say, | would 
either take off the limitation about the amount of 
land they may hold, or I would make it effective 
by saying that they should not hold it any more 
on mortgage than anything else. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the amendment of the Senator from Vermont 
to strike out the following words at the end of 
the second section: 

Nor shall it prevent said corporation from securing debts 


due to it, or the payment of money loaned by it, by mort- 
gages on real estate. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. FOSTER. I propose to amend the bill by 


adding the following as an additional section: 
And be it further enacted, That this act may be altered, 


amended, or repealed at the pleasure of the Congress of the 
United States of America. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read the third time, and passed. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. SUMNER. I now move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of Senate bill No. 
141, to repeal all laws for the return of fugitives 
from service or labor, in order to leave it as the 
order of the day for one o’clock to-morrow, as 
my colleague proposes to move an executive ses- 
sion. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If it is intended by tak- 
ing up that bill now to go on with it to-morrow 
at one o’clock, I must object, for there are several 
bills now before the Senate coming from the Com- 
mittee on Finance, which | must ask the Senate 
to go on with to-morrow. I have yielded repeat- 
edly, until itis now getting late in the session. 
We shall have the bank bill upon us in a day or 
two, and we must dispose of some of these other 
bills now. 

Mr. SUMNER. Would itnot be satisfactory 
to the Senator to start with his bills next week ? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. No, sir. We have lost 
one day already this week by an adjournment 
over. There are several bills from the Commit- 
tee on Finance which should be disposed of as 
soon as possible, and there is one about to be re- 
ported by the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Suer- 
MAN,] which it will be necessary to actupon just 
as soon as it can be printed. ‘Then there is the 
executive, leBislative, and judicial appropriation 
bill, which | must ask the Senate to go on with 
and get out of the way as soon as possible. 

Mr. SUMNER. Does the Senator expect to 
go on with that bill to-morrow? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. My colleague on the 
Committee on Finance, the Senator from Ohio, is 
about to report a bill from that committee upon 
which he must necessarily ask immediate action 
—not to-day, because it ought to be printed, but 
as soon as it can be printed, early to-morrow 
morning. Afier that is disposed of | must ask 
the Senate to go on with the legislative, execu- 
tive, and judicial appropriation bill. 


SPECULATION IN GOLD. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I am directed by the Com- 
mittee on Finance, to whom was referred a bill 
(S. No. 106) prohibiting speculative transactions 
in gold, silver, and foreign exchange, and for other 
purposes, to report it back with an amendment 
in the nature of a substitute. I give notice that 
I shall call it up te-morrow for action. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. WILSON. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and after some 
time spent in the consideration of executive busi- 
ness, the doors were reopened, and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tavurspay, “April 14, 1864, 


The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer by 
the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Cuannine. 
The Journal of Tuesday was read and approved. 


EVENING SESSIONS. 


Mr. WILSON. I ask the unanimous consent 
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en 





fi 
| for its adoption: e ollowing resolution 


Resolved, That until otherwise orde i 
| on each day, take a recess from half ey erry =a 
1 


seven o'clock p- m., for the ; 
sions for the trancaction of Fa aig " nelting Might ses 


Mr. ROBINSON. I object. 


LEAVE TO VOTE. 
Mr. YEAMAN. lask the unanimous eo 


of the House for leave to reco 
resolution censuring the gentl 
land, (Mr. Harris. } 
in the affirmative. 
There was no obj 
accordingly. 


PROPOSED EXPULSION OF A MEMBER 


The House then proceeded (Mr. 
New Hampshire, taling the on as a e 
tempore) to the consideration of the resolution-or 
|| fered by Mr. Cotrax on Saturday last to ex el 
Mr. Lone, on which Mr. Rocers was entitled \ 
the floor. . . 


nsent 
rd MY Vote on the 
eman from Mary. 
I ask to have it recorded 


ection, and it was ordered 


Mr.ROGERS. Mr. Speaker, I have listened 
with great attention for several days to the dis- 
cussion of this grave and important subject, one 
in which the people of this country are more in. 

‘terested than in any other that has agitated this 
House during this session. It is a question 
whether the right whieh God breathed jnto man 
when he’ placed Adam in the garden of Eden, the 
right to speak his honest sentiments upon national 
subjects, shall be permitted in the Congress of ihe 
United States. Because the apostles of old pro- 
claimed to the world that man should repent and 
be saved, the high priest rose up and all that were 
with him, and were filled with indignation, and 
laid their hands upon them and put them in the 
common prison, but the angel of the Lord by night 
opened the prison doors and brought them forth, 
and said: 

**Go, stand and speak in the temple tothe people all the 
words of this life.” 

“Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night bya vision, 
Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace.” 

Thus speaks divine revelation in behalf of this 
inherent right. Remember that the Lord and 
Saviour of the world was crucified upon Mount 
Calvary by the enemies of free speech, because 
He would preach in the temples and synagogues 
the words of eternal life; and I doubt not that the 
radicals of the party in power would have, ifthey 
had lived in that day, cried out with the rabble, 
*Crucify Him,”’ and would have taken a hand in 
placing Daniel in the lion’s den and the three in- 
nocents into the fiery furnace. 

In some countries it is even to this day a crime 
to speak on any subject, religious, philosophical, 
or political, anything contrary to the conceived 
ideas of the Government, however laudable may 
be the design and motive. It is extended so fur 
that to question the conduct of public men in terms 
of truth has been and still is considered a scandal 
upon their stations and characters, and subjects 

the party to grievous punishment, The Govern- 
ments in some countries control the printing of 
all books and -shackle the press and allow it to 
speak only in such language as the Governments 
license for publication, ‘The common inheritance 
of the world, which is the Bible itself, has been 
put entirely under the control of some Govern- 
ments, and not permitted to be read except ina 
language unknown to the common inhabitants of 
the country. The art of printing was once, even 
in England, to-day the freest country in the world, 
controlled by the Crown and considered a mere 
matter of state, and was regulated by the king's 

roclamations, prohibitions, charters of privilege, 
icenses, and at last by the decrees of the courte 

Star Chamber, which limited the number of print- 
ers and presses and prohibited new publications 
without proper licenses; and the Long Parliament 
of Charles | in 164] exercised, after their rupture 
with him, the same powers of the Star Chamber 
upon. the subject, and issued their re 
founded upon a Star Chamber decree of 163%. 
After the restoration of Charles II they passed a 
statute upon the same subject nearly copied = 
the said ordinances. ‘This act expired in 10: 
and was revived and continued a few years alter 
the revolution of 1688. ‘The Government made 
desperate efforts to keep it in force, buton eeeer 
of its violent resistance by Parliament it rr 
in 1694 and has never since been revived. 


1864. 


this very 
press m 
it, althou 
her bills ¢ 
by autho! 
aries On 
one thou 
“Every 
iments he 
jestroy tle 
J also 
setts, Wh 
“The lil 
freedom ub 
1 appt 
the auth 
my hand 
jecture t 
vey of t 
to declar 
«1 has 
wy that es 
his send 
and thal 
abridge th 
I also 
entarie 
“The | 
freedom 0 
duct of 
deemed e 
suffrage, | 
sides in tl 
| also 
page 15! 
“ Every 
timents hy 
stray he 


Which | 
Story. 
assaults 
utters t) 
“The | 
political, 
It is ¢ 
commol 
memory 
has bee 
by wor 
of mur 
a jury 
ages, 
ing can 
mon la 
be the « 
How 
senuume 
Halls o 
crimina 
ter. Bi 
prosecu 
plea, ei 
defense 
it upon 
the gen 
was pro 
the off 
prove it 
commot 
ment th 
that the 
and it v 
writing 
he was 
country 
that the 
ent Stat 
ceeding 
evidence 
States |}; 
for slan 
did not 
Words | 
defenda 
prove t 
Althe 
negatiy. 
People | 
Upon si 
of the ¢ 
was dis 
try had 
Speech 
and mo: 
ives to 
Was 80 





ill, 
neil 
es 


nt 
he 


led 
red 


of 
pro 
Ol- 
pel 


lo 


red 
jis- 
ne 
in- 
his 
On 
an 
the 
nal 
‘hie 
rO- 
nd 
ere 
ind 
the 
rht 
th, 


the 


On, 


his 
und 
unt 
use 
ues 
the 
hey 
ble, 
din 


ine 


ime 
cal, 
Ve d 
nay 
tur 
rms 
rdal 
ects 
erh- 
g of 
it to 
ents 
nce 
een 
ern- 
ina 
is of 
even 
orld, 
mere 
ng’s 
lege, 
irt of 
rint- 
Lions 
ment 
plure 
mber 
ances 
1637. 
sed & 
from 
1678 
all er 
made 
count 
pired 


. At 








1964. 


very hour the libert of free speech and the 

this ‘England is free from all power to restrain 
—" ugh it has never constituted an article in 
» - m ofrights. ‘These rights are well sustained 
= ithority. I now read from Story ’s Comment- 
by _ the Constitation, volume three, section 
ae thousand eight hundred and seventy-eight: 
one 

ots he pleases before the public ; to forbid this is to 
jearoy the treedom of the press. ah 

jalso quote from the constitution of Massa- 
getts, which reads as follows: 

«The liberty of the press is essential to the security of 
freedom in a State.’ 


| apprehend the gentleman will not question | 


the authority of this abolition State. 1 hold in 
my hand the first volume of Kent’s Commentaries, 
jecture twenty-four, in which, after a large sur- 
yey of the whole subject, he does not scruple 
to declare the following language: 

« [Ju has become a constitutional principle in this coun- 


anti y freely speak, write, and publish | 
uy that every citizen may freely speak, write, dy lish 


nts upon all subjects ;”’ S ¥ 

= ie law ae aie on passed to restrain or 

sbridee the freedom of the press.’’ 

| also read from second volame Kent’s Com- 
mentaries, page 17, as follows: 

«The liberal communication of sentiment and entire 
freedom of discussion, in respect to the character and con- 
duet of public men, and of condidates for public favor, is 
jvemed essential,to the judicious exercise of he right of 
suffrage, and of that control over their rulers which re- 
sides in the free people of the United States.” 

| also read from 4 Blackstone’s Commentaries, 
page 152, as follows: 

“ Every freeman has an undoubted right to lay what sen- 

timents he pleases before the public; to forbid this is to de- 
soy we freedom of the press.”? 
Which is the same language used by the learned 
Swry. Even Junius, with his severe and bitter 
assaults upon established authority and doctrines, 
utters the following language: 

“ The liberty of the press is the palladium of all the civil, 
political, and religious rights of an Englishman.”’ 

ltisa right recognized and guarantied by the 
common law of England so far back that the 
memory of man runneth not to the contrary. It 
has been so carefully guarded there thatif a man 
by word of mouth charge another with the crime 
of murder, he cannot be arraigned except before 
a jury of the country in a civil action for dam- 
ages. No indictment or other criminal proceed- 
ing can be sustained against any person at com- 
mon law for verbal slander, however false may 
be the charge or heinous the crime. 

However base it may be fora man to speak his 
senuments and libel his neighbors, outside of the 
Halls of Congress, he cannot be arraigned by a 
criminal prosecution for any invasion of charac- 
ter. By the common law, where a person was 
prosecuted for slander he could plead but one 
plea, either a denial that he made the charge ora 
defense admitting that he made it, and justifying 
itupen the ground of its truth; and if he pleaded 
the general issue, and the speaking of the words 
was proven, although the plaintiff was guilty of 
the offense, the defendant was not allowed to 
prove it. Libel or written slander is indictable at 
common Jaw; and upon the trial of the indict- 
ment the defendant was not permitted to prove 
that the person was guilty of the offense charged; 
and it was just as criminal to charge a man in 
writing with the commission of a crime, although 
he was guilty, as if he was innocent; but in this 
country, the wisdom of our fathers was such 
that the constitutions of most or all the differ- 
ent States allow the defendant in a criminal pro- 
ceeding for libel to give the truth of the libel in 
evidence; and the Mecidenren of the several 
Siates have authorized the defendant in an action 
for slander to pre both the general issue that he 
did not utter the words charged, and also that the 
words charged are true, thereby allowing the 
efendant, if he fails upon the general issue, to 
Prove that the words are true. 

Although England has been satisfied with the 
negative establishment of this fireside right, the 
People of America have not been willing to rest 
saan an uncertain foundation as the pleasure 
ane overnment might dictate. As soon as it 
Me ae that the organic law of this coun- 
bee os provided sufficient guarantees of free 
and ianed pees loud complaints were made, 
eh te of the States instructed their Representa- 

Secure an amendment; and this sentiment 
Was 80 prevalent throughout the country that the 


Every freeman bas an undoubted right to lay what sen- | 
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first session proposed an amendment,since adopted 
by all the States, and made a part of the organic 
law, that-** Congress shall make no law abridging 
the freedom of speech or of the press;’’ and the 
convention of Virginia which ratified the Consti- 
tution of the United States declared, in article six- 
teen of the bill of rights then agreed to— 

That the people have a right to the freedom of speech 
and of writing and publishing their sentiments; that the 
freedom of the press is one of the greatest bulwarks of lib 
erty, and ought notto be violated.” * * * * “That 
among other essential rights, the liberty of conscience and 
of the press cannot be canceled, abridged, restrained, or 
modified by any authority of the United States.” 

But notwithstanding the guarantees given to 
these home-bred rights, the Congress of the Uni- 


| ted States in July, 1798, under the Administra- 


tion of John Adams, passed a law whereby it was 
enacted that 


“If any person shall write, print, utter, or publish any 
false and malicious writing against the Government of the 
United States or either House of Congress or the President, 
with intent to defame them or either of them, or to bring 
them or either of them into contempt or disrepute, or to ex- 
cite against them or either of them the hatred of the good 
people of the United States, then such person, being thereof 


| convicted before any court of the United States having 





jurisdiction thereof, shall be punished by a fine not exceed- 
ing $2,000 and by imprisonment not exceeding two years.”’ 

The consequence of which act was that it created 
great dissatisfaction among all the people of the 
United States except those of whom the present 
party are the disciples, and brought forth the cel- 
ebrated Kentucky and Virginia resolutions which 
from that day to this constitute the platform of 
the Democratic party, upon the principles of which 
they went into power and so continued for twenty- 
four consecutive years. The voice of God speaks 
to us from the fountains of heaven, ** What shall 
it profit a man if he gain the whole world and lose 
his own soul?”’ And the spirits of the mighty dead 
who died for the liberties of this country interro- 
gate us fromthe bourne of eternal life, What will 
it profit us if by war we restore our Union and 
thereby forever lose liberty? 

[ am not here for the purpose of vindicating 
the doctrines which the gentleman from Ohio de- 
clared, as | am well known to be opposed to any 
recognition of the so-called confederacy. But | 
do stand here to vindicate the rights of free 
speech, and standing here as a Representative of 
the people, | will, before God and the nations of 
the earth, declare my sentiments upon the great 
questions of the day, although prison doors and 
bastiles may open to receive me the moment they 
are uttered. Men in this country must be allowed 
to exercise the right of free speech or we may bid 
good-bye to liberty and to the grand fabric of hu- 
man freedom on which the hopes and destinies 
of the whole civilized world are founded, and we 
shall go down into the low depths of anarchy, 
despotism, and tyranny, where our position will 
be more like that of the serfs in Russia than free- 
men of America. The object of this resolution, 
if I understand it, is that no man in this House 
shall be permitted, whatever may be the result of 
the war, although the most dreadful calamities 
may come upon the nation, and the proud pillars 


of liberty may be sinking beneath the iron heel of | 


despotism, to raise his voice in the Halls of this 
Congress, and even pray Almighty God to stop 


this war, without the strong arm of despotism | 


shall drive him from his seat. ‘The rights of free 
speech are principles of liberty that are laid down 
in the Declaration of Independence and in the 
Constitution of my country. Sir, ee rciE 
the Union is worth nothing. 

Union as that. It is not such a one as our fatliers 
made, it is not such a one as the patriots and 
statesmen of the times that tried men’s souls 
established and consolidated for the protection 
and defense of the liberties of the white race of 
America. Itisa Union of despotism and tyranny, 
not a Union of fraternal independent States, each 
legislating for itself its own internal policy. It 
is a Union without freedom of debate, without 
freedom to exercise the constitutional right of 
free speech, that right which has been guaran- 
tied to us by the laws of God and man, Itisa 


Union without freedom from those unconstitu- | 


tional, outrageous, and tyrannical acts which have 
characterized the Administration in power. 

Ah! gentlemen, | ask you to pause and reason 
with yourselves as men. 
tion. It is a question affecting the destinies and 
the liberties of the country. It is a question 
whether the Representatives of my own native 
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I want no such | 


This is no party ques- | 


State shall be permitted to come here and exer- 
cise the right of free speech fearlessly before God 
and man, in conformance with the rules laid down 
in the organic law of the land. I am surprised 
that no man on the other side of the House has 
shown the noble heart which God gave him, and 
raised his voice in defense of free speech, his 
country, and liberty, and battled forthe bulwarks 
upon which the foundations of the Government 
rest. 

The Constitution says that each House shal! 
determine the rules of its proceedings, and may, 
for disorderly behavior, by a vote of two thirds 
of its members,expel a member, The true con- 
struction of those words when all taken together 
is that the member can be expelled only for dis- 
orderly behavior. He cannot be expelled for the 
exercise of any right guarantied by the Constitu- 
tion, and itis not disorderly behavior to calmly 
discuss any question, when the Constitution 
makes provision forthatright. Butif there is any 
question about the true meaning of the organic 
law in construing thatpart of it, as though there 
was no other provision in itin relation to free 
speech, there can be none when we take into con- 
sideration all the provisions upon the subject. Af- 
ter our fathers had framed the Constlintten feakios 
that despotism might at some future time attempt 
to take the place of liberty, they added to it several 
amendments, commonly called the Bill of Rights, 
in the very first article of which it is provided that 
**Congress shall make no law respecting an es- 
tablishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof, or abridging the freedom of 
speech or of the press;’’ in addition to the clause 
in the sixth section of the Constitution which de- 
clares that the Senators and Representatives, for 
any speech or debate in either House, shall not 
be questioned in any other place, 

‘The Constitution must be so construed as to 
conform to the intention of its makers, and its 
reason and spirit, taking into consideration all 
the provisions upon the subject, and construing 
one with the other so that they will all be con- 
sistent with each other and the object and inten- 
tion of the makers, epon the well-settled princi- 
ples of the construction of statutes, constitutions, 
and contracts, that the whole contract, statute, or 
law must be taken into consideration to arrive at 
its whole scope and meaning. Can any man in 
his sober senses pretend that it was the intention 
of the Constitution to authorize two thirds of this 
House to abridge the freedom of speech by ex- 
pelling a member for the exercise thereof, and 
thereby not only abridge but entirely destroy that 
right, and at the same time expressly prohibit 
the Congress, including both Houses and all the 
members in both branches, and not merely two 
thirds, from passing any law abridging the free- 
dom of speech or the press? What was the object 
of that article which declares that Congress shall 
make no law abridging the freedom of speech or 
of the press? ** Was it that the people in their 
usual industrial avocations should have the right 
of free speech guarded and more strongly upheld 
than their Representatives in the Congress of the 
United States?’’ Did the framers of the organic 
law intend to guaranty to the common drunkard, 
murderer, or thief, in the prison or bar-room, 
rights of free speech that members of Congress in 
the sessions of the Houses could not be permitted 
to exercise? Yet such is the case if two thirds of 
the members of one House can expel a member 
for words spoken in debate in a calm, solemn, 
and decorous manner. No man in this House 
will pretend that it is treasonable or unlawful in 
the sense of the Constitution for a person in the 
newspaper or in a public speech outside of Con- 
gress to argue that there is no power in the Con- 
stitution to coerce a State, and that, in his opin- 
ion, the best interests of his country demand that 
secession shall be acquiesced in, Why is it not 
unlawful? Because the Constitution declares that 
Congress shall make no law abridging the free- 
dom of speech or of the press. Yet this course 
of the party in power would not allow a Repre- 
sentative of the people who was sent here by his 
constituents to represent their views, and al- 
though he was petitioned and instructed by every 
voter in his district to advocate upon the floor of 
Congress their views, which were that they be- 
|| lieved the best interests of their Government de~ 
manded that the southern confederacy should be 
I recognized and the Government acquiesce in se- 
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cession, to express their views in the councils of 
the nation, which they are guarantied in express- 
ing in the press or public speech, thereby leaving 
those people who sent a member here to represent 
them without any representation of their views 
in the legislation of the country. 

If it is treasonable or unlawful now to advocate 
such doctrine it will be equally so in the future, 
though the war should continue ten or twenty 
years longer. If four fifths or all of the States in 
the Union should, in one year hence, instruct and 
petition their Representatives in Congress to ad- 
voctte secession, and a member in the Senate 
should in a speech advocate that dectrine, and the 
Senate should be, as it is now, largely abolition, 
according to the precedent which some in this 
House would establish that man would necessa- 
rily be expelled for giving aid and comfort to the 
enemy. It will notdo forlawyers like Mr. Davis, 
vf Maryland, to attempt to argue, as he has, the 
rightto expel a man for debate like this upon con- 
suitutional grounds; and I would advise those who 
advocate this power to no longer claim it as con- 
stitutional, but exercised under their war power. 
What is the object of that portion of the Const. 
tution which says that ‘* for any speech or debate 
in either ELouse they shall not be questioned in 
any other place??? Does it mean that although 
their constituents, when they go home to answer 
for their course jn Congress, shall not question 
them for any speech or debate in either House, 
it at the same time allows the members of other 
States to expela member for that same speech or 
debate for which his constituents could not ques- 
tion him, although his debate or speech may have 
represented the views of nine tenths of his con- 
stituents? Yetsuch would be the result of the con- 
struction Biven to the organic law by the learned 
gendemen upon the other side. The Constitution, 
under the construction of the gentlemen upon the 
other side, would be entirely inconsistent, one 
part being entirely in conflict with the other, and 
showing our fathers who formed the instrument 
to have so drawn it as to destroy the whole object 
and intent of the law upon the question of speech 
and press. If this doctrine of the other side of 
the House is to be the true construction then the 
people can never, under this Constitution, utter 
their sentiments through their Representatives in 
this Hall unless they are in the majority. The 
Constitution says that no law shall be passed 


. 
—s eee 


abridging the freedom of speech; and to show that | 


they mtended that that freedom should not only 
not be prohibited but that it should not be even 
abridged, I will give from Worcester’s Dictionary 
the definition of that word: . 

“Abridge—to make shorter in words, still keeping the 
substance; to epitomize; to curtail; to reducé; to con- 
tract; to diminish.’’ 

The expulsion of the honorable gentleman from 
Ohio would not simply abridge the freedom of 
speech, but would deprive him entirely from ut- 
tering here one single word. Iwill not insult the 
House and the country further with argument 
upon so clear a case agcinst the expulsion; butit 
is proposed in case of a failure of expulsion to 
punish him by a censure. ‘There is no more au- 
thority in this House to censure for this debate 
than to expel, because to censure would, within 
the meaning of the Constitution, abridge the free- 
dom of speech; and to prevent even the censuring 
ofa member for freedom of speech, the framera- 
of the Constitution used the word * abridging” 
instead of the word “ prohibiting.”’ It is said 
upon the other side that the ground taken by the 
gentleman from Ohio is treasonable, because, as 
they say in the resolution, it gives aid and com- 
fort totheenemy. But the Constitution declares 
that ** treason against the United States shall con- 
sist only in levying war against them or in ad- 
hering to their enemies, giving them aid and com- 
fort;”’ that ‘*no person shall be convicted of 
treason unless on the testimony of two witnesses 
to the same overt act;’’ and to constitute treason 
or treasonable language the party must net onl 
give the enemies aid and comfort, but must ad. 
here to them and commit an overt act. And itis 
so well settled in the Jaw books that mere words 
uttered in debate cannot constitute treason that I 
wil not detain the House longer upon that part 
of the case; in fact it is not seriously pretended 
that the wordsare treasonable, Treason in Eng- 
land isan offenSe particularly directed against the 
person of the sovereign, and consisis in compuss- 
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| sion, or importing false coin from abroad; and in | 
slaying the Chancellor or other high judicial 








ing the death of the king or queen or their eldest 
son and heir; in violating the king’s wife or eldest 
daughter unmarried, or the wife of the heir ap- 


parent; in levying war against ‘the king in his | 


realm; in assisting the king’s enemies in the realm 


| or elsewhere; in counterfeiting the king’s privy | 


seal; in filing, clipping, or counterfeiting the 
king’s money, or having coining tools in posses- 


mayvistrates. 

These are the different kinds of treason defined 
by the law of England. Yet, since the time of 
Edward I, when he sent his file of soldiers into the 
3ritish Parliament and arrested the five members 
for their outspoken principles of liberty, not a 


| single individual has been attempted to be ex- 


pelled from, or censured by, the British Parlia- 


_ ment for the exercise of free speech, although in 


the war between Great Britain and the American 
colonies membersrose in their seatsin Parliament 


and declared the war upon the part of Great | 


Britain to be accursed, wicked, barbarous, and 


diabolical. I quote, from Mathon’s History of | 


| England, volume seven, page 135, the language of 


‘expressed by him iv the British Parliament in | 


the younger Pitt in favor of Fox’s motion for a 
committee on the American war in the year 1781. 
I now read what he said: 

‘¢ For my part, I am persuaded and will affirm, that it is 
a most accursed, wicked, barbarous, cruel, unnatural, un- 
just, and diabolical war. It was conceived in injustice ; 
it was nurtured and brought forth in folly; its footsteps 
were marked with blood, slaughter, persecution, devasta- 
tion.”? : 


I quote also the language of Lord Chatham, as 


1777 upon the war with Great Britain and the 


| American colonies: 


“JT say again this country has been the aggressor. You 
have made deseents upon their coasts ; you have burnt their 


| towns, plundered their country, made war upon the inbab- 
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jtants, confiscated their property, proscribed and inmpris- 
oned their persons. 1 do therefore affirm, my lords, that 
instead of exacting unconditional submission from the eol 
onies, we should grautthem unconditional redress. We 
have injured them; we have endeavored to enslave and 
oppress them.’? ™ Z 4 . wd - 

** As to conquest, therefore, my lords, T repeat, it is im- 
possible. You may swell every expense and every effort, still 
more extravagantly-—pile and accumulate every assistance 
you can buy or borrow; traffic and barter with every little 
pitifal German prince that sells his subjects to the shambles 
of a foreign prince ; your efforts are forever vain and impo- 
tent—doubly so from this mercenary aid on which you rely ; 


for it irritates, to an incurable resentment, the minds of 


your enemies—to overrun them with the mercenary sons 
of rapine and plunder; devoting them and their possessions 
to the rapacity of hireling cruelty! If f were an American, 
as [am an Englishman, while a foreign troop was landed 
in my country, [ never would lay down my arms—never— 
neVer—never.’’—Chatham’s Life, vol. 3, pp. 158, 166, 167. 

Now, I ask you upon the other side of the 
House whether you are willing to say by your 
votes that in America, which has been said to be 
the *‘land of the free and the home of the brave,”’ 
vou will deprive an American Representative in 
Congress of that liberty of free speech which is 
allowed and guarantied to an Englishman by the 
monarchical Power of England? Has my friend 
from Ohio stood in his place and declared that 
this is amostaccursed, wicked, barbarous, cruel, 
unnatural, unjust, and diabolical war, as did Pitt 
in the Parliament of England, in the rebellion of 
the American colonies against our mother coun- 
try? No, sir,asa freeman,asonof Ohio, and an 
American citizen, he proclaimed his views in con- 
formity to what he believes to be constitutional 
liberty, for which the fathers of the Revolution 
fought a bloody seven years* war. 

Will any man pretend that when Pitt stood up 
in the Parliament of England and uttered such 
language, that in this country, which was free 
before this party came into power and despotism 
ruled, the Representative of a free constituency 
has not the right to advocate such doctrines as 
he believes will better secure the blessings of lib- 
erty to ourselves and our posterity? We intend 
to have our liberty, although it may afford us no 
wider a home than the grave! 

I claim that under the Constitution no man can 
be expelled or censured for the expression of opin- 
ions in a free debate like this upon a great national 
question, which we all may have to meet in the 
same language in which it has been met by the 
learned gentleman from Ohio. This doctrine of 
the honorable gentleman is no new doctrine; we 
have the precedents of the abolition miscegenation 
and SN Ratien party in Congress to sustain 
him upon the right to advocate dissolution or se- 
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_ cession, as well by their voting upon th — 
: ie ( 

” by e-resolution offered by one of their oe 

I refer to the resolution offered in the a les, 

Representatives on the lth day 8¢ of 


. f ‘bru 
1861, after several of the States had a ey, 


Mr, Craige, of North Carolina, and upon his me 
tion referred to the Committeeon Foreign hae 
while the honorable Speaker [Mr. Cotrax) 
a member,and jn his seat: *) Was 


“Whereas the States of South Carolina Plori 
| bama, Georgia, Mississippi, and Louisiana } . 
from the Confederacy ot the United States 
lished a government under the name of “the Confean 
| of the United States South 3°? and whereas it is dent ’ 
that the most amicable relations should exist bette aoe 
two Govermnents, and war should be avoided 
est calamity Which can befall them— 
| _ ** Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives o¢ 
the United States of America in Congress assembled. "T: <i 
| the President ofthe United States he, ani istiereby. re, os 
| to acknowledge the independenae of said gover, et - 
| soon as he is informed officially of its estabji ron 


| 
la, Ala 
AVE seeeije) 
2 tnd have ex: 


etn The 


45 Lie great 


P shinent: 
| thathe receive such envoy. embassador or commi > and 
: . . ? SsiOner 
as may orshall be appointed by said government for the pr ; 


pose of amicably adjusting the matters in disp 
government.’? — Congressional Globe 
gress, second session, page 854. 


Haispute with said 
; Thirty-Siath Con. 


L also refer to the resolution offered by Hop. M- 

| Conway, of Kansas, on the 27th January, 1863. 
_in the House of Representatives, upon which tig 
| honorable Speaker’s vote is recorded, and twenty. 
one months after the war had commenced: 


* Resolved by the Senate and House of Reyrresentatives, 
| That the Executive be, and he is hereby, requested to jssye 
| a general order to all commanders of forees in the severa| 
| military departments of the United States to diseoniiy nm 

offensive operatious against the enemy, and to act th 
| future entirely on the defensive, 

** Resolved, ‘That the Executive be, and he is hereby, fur. 
| ther requested to enter into negotiations with the author. 
| ties of the confederate States with reference to a cessation 
| of hostilities, based on the following propositions: 1, Ree. 
| ognition of the independence of the confederate States, 2, 
| A uniform system of duties upon imports. 3. Pree trade 
| between thetwo States. 4. Free navigation of the Missis. 
| sippi river. 5. Mutual adoption of the Monroe doctrine, 

Cougressional Glole, Thirty-Seventh Cougress, third sessign, 
Ajpendiz, p. 66. 


| Why did not the honorable Speaker then move 
for the expulsion of Mr.Conway. The reason is 

obvious: Conway was an abolitionist and a dis- 
| unionist, while my friend from Ohio is a Dem- 
|ocrat. No person offered to expel or censure 
| Mr. Conway or Mr. Craige for offering resolu- 
| tions to divide and break up the Union, In Jan- 


for the 





uary, 1811, Josiah Quincy, speaking on the ques- 
tion of the admission of Louisiana, said; 

** 1f this bill passes, it is my deliberate opinion that itis vir- 
tually a dissolution of the Union; ¢hatit will free the States 
from their moral obligations, and, as it will be the right of 
Ll, so it will be the duty of some, definitely to prepare fora 
eparation, amicably if they can, violently if they must.” 

Mr. Poindexter called Mr. Quincy to order, 
and requested the decision of the Speaker whether 
| it was consistent with the propriety of debate to 
| use such language. The Speaker (Mr. Varnum) 
decided that the first clause of the sentence was 
admissible, but the latter contrary to the order of 
| debate. Mr. Quincy appealed from this decision, 

and it was reversed by the House. 

The lamented Stephen A. Douglas declured in 
one of his speeches in the Senate that war was 
disunion, eternal and final separation, and I bes 
lieve that, as carried on by the party in power, 
it #8 disunion, eternal and final separation, but 
that it would and still will restore the Union if 
carried‘ on in pursuance of the Crittenden reso- 
lution whieh passed both Houses of Congress and 
was signed by the President. Gentlemen, the 
time may come when you on that side of the 

House may be in the minority. Remember that. 
Time at last séts all things even; 

And if we do but wateh the hour, 

There never yet was juman power 

That could evade, if unforgiven, 

The patient search and vigil long 

Of him who treasures up a wrong 







I hope to see the Democratic party again 8 
power, and if they should attempt to stifle free 
speech they would receive my most just lic 
nation. L would discountenance them, and be»! 
most induced to leave the embrace of such a pally 
and seek embraces with some other. 

Those who would destroy free speci and 
free press are unworthy of the name of freene" 
Those who would thus destroy the safeguarys " 
liberty—whether they be Democrats, Republe } 
ang, or Abolitionists—are, not only unworthy © 

| the name of freemen, butare despots, sycop hal 
and tyrants, I do not justify the Democrats who 
censured Joshua R. Giddings, The Speaker o 
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tause, who administers its rules so impar- 
biause, 


i y, certainly ought not to come here now and 
ae this precedent should be followed. He 
ot follow a precedent set bya party which 
be condemns, Which is denounced on that sideas 
‘loyal, traitorous, and rebellious; copperheads. 
W ought to stand by the great principles of lib- 
vy that have been handed down to us from gen- 
ry. ap veneration. We are freemen, and sup- 
— ‘of the right of freedom of speech and 
Freedom of the press. Wo ieet 
The gentlemen upon this side of the House 
love their country and its institations, and would, 
“* necessary’s lay down their lives upon the altar of 
\iptism, and 1 ask the majority on the other 
Jo, in the name ofourancestors, our country, our 
Vives, our property, our history,and our families, 
whether they are going {0 do an act by which the 
Thurty-Eighth Congress will be made everlast- 
iogly infamous, and that is to deny a great body 
of the people being heard through their Represent- 
ative upon this floor? The gentleman from Ohio 
came here and expressed the thoughts of his own 
soul; his profound and conscientious convictions 
on a public question. I give him credit for inde- 
apdence and manliness, and while | do not de- 
fe ad the doctrines he has uttered, I defend him in 
‘ho exercise of the great right of free speech. 
The abolition party have established some pre- 
codents during this war which are dangerous. ‘The 
honorable Speaker quoted the case of Hon, C. L. 
Vallandigham as a precedent for this attempted ex- 
ercise of despotic power, I do notagree with his 
loctrines, yet L say his arrest and exile are un- 
worthy of the descendants of revolutionary sires. 
ie was arrested by men who went to his house 


say that 


ald n 
suOule 


ti 


the dead hour of night, when he was there with 
his wife andchildren who were looking up to him 
for protection. I say the general and parties who 
caused that arrest, without warrant of law, and 
exiled him for his expression of his sentiments, 
strucka deadly blow at the rights of the free people 
of America, Ldo notenvy them their glory. These 
supplant tools of despotism are worse than mid- 
nizit assassins. The domicile of no citizen is free 
from their polluting presence. God bless the poor 
downtrodden exile, his wife and children in their 
days of mourning over the downfall of American 
liberty! These fanatics, despots, and tyrants, 
like Burnside and the sycophants who follow in 
his trail, willgo down to their graves loaded with 
the just indignation of their countrymen. 

Precedents like these are dangerous things. 
They will hereafter be cited for authority. Re- 
member the language of the immortal Daniel 
Webster upon the very rights for which | now 
contend. He said: 

“When this and the other House shall lose the freedom 
of speech and debate; when they shall surrender the right 
of publicly and freely canvassing all important measures of 
the Executive; when they shal! not be allowed to maintain 
Weir own authority and their own privileges by vote, decla- 
raion, Or resolution, they will then be no longer free repre- 

itives of a free people, but slaves themselves, and fit 
instruments to make slaves of others.”? 

_ Gentlemen, if youexpel this man I say that this 
is then no longer a country of republican liberty, 
but a monarchy, a despotism, and a tyranny, 
Worse than that of France, or Russia. No king of 
England would have dared to exercise such a power 
as this, Sir, I do not wantit said that there were 
‘majority of the Representatives of the people in 
this House who would expel a man for abe to 
say, in his place here, that rather than have a war 
of extermination and subjugation he would go for 
a dissolution of the Union. Sir, | would go for 
a dissolution of the Union in preference to a war 
ofextermination. “If that be treason, make the 
most of it.” It would be an uncivilized warfare, 
an¢ would call down upon us the condemnation 
othe whole Christian and civilized world. What 
‘sa war of extermination? Itis one that extin- 
guishe sall the men, women, and children at the 
“out. I have looked in the dictionary to see 
Wuat the term means. It means to extinguish, to 

“stroy, to blot out, to putaway forever. In the 
ame of God, has it come to this, that a man is 
© be expelled for daring to stand up here in the 
american Congress and exercise the great con- 
ire ape ens of free speech? His opinions 
Peehe ite i cc of a majority of those whom 
thee ene out I have no hesitancy in saying that 
Svs Gan x in-the Democratic party who be- 
ia aad \ the late Mr. Douglas, that war is eter- 

and final separation. I have myself, for the 





THE 


| 
i} 
Hi 


| 


| some terms? 





eee LC 


| the right of free speech. 


now and forever.’’ 





course | have pursaed upon this floor in standing 
up fer the country and voting you supplies, been 
denounced by some of my own party. This 
shows that there are some men in the Democratic 
party who are honestly of opinion that the war 
had better be stopped now than that it should be 


continued anether day as you are ab reacv it, | 


hoping that a reconstruction of the Union will fol- 


low when reason is no longer controlled by pas- 


sion, and humanity has its sway. 


1 am for the Union with slavery as it is; but if 


I cannot have it entirely as it was, give it to me 
without slavery. 
idea in my mind. 


I do not honestly believe that the gentlemen 


The Union is the uppermost | 


on|the other side, when they see what their own | 
papers say about this case on trial, when reason | 
resumes its sway, and when prejudice and passion | 


subside, will be willing to record their votes in 
favor of expelling the gentleman from Ohio, or of 


| infringing upon the right of free speech by brand- 


ing the utterer of that speech as an unworthy 
member of this House. The gentleman from 
Ohio was born.as you were born. He is blood of 
your blood and flesh of your flesh. He is nota 
slave. He is a free American citizen. He comes 
here in the habiliments of his rights. 


here in the vigor of his intelligence. He comes 


| here as the representative of Ohio, the home of 
| the exile and of the patriot who now looks upon 


our shores from a foreign land, upon this dying 
nation. All that he asks of you is that you shall 


| extend. to him the same rights that you claim for 


yourselves, 

Suppose the day comes when all will see that 
there is no possible salvation for the country by 
war, will you not stand up and declare that the 
power of the enemy has been too much for our 
Government, and that, rather than have the rebels 
exterminate us, we had better settle with them on 
1 would rather divide the great 
rivers, the principles of the Constitution, and 
American liberty, and have one spot on this con- 
tinent for the resting-place of human liberty than 
have a Union where a man is not permitted in 
the Congress of the United States to express his 
sentiments on so grave and important a subject 
as this. 

Do you not recollect that a few years ago abo- 


litionism and disunion were preached from the | 


pulpitand thestump? And although these preach- 
ers were not the disciples of heaven but of hell, 
they were permitted to go around the country and 


sow the seeds of disunion; and no law of the | 


United States except the law of the old tyrant 


He comes | 
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tution, and by his extraordinary exertions sus- 
tamed the Government in every way in his power? 

General McClellan is the noblest-hearted pa- 
triot that lives. He twice saved this kingdom 
and throne of yours from the grasp of the rebels. 
He is the most abused mas on earth. He is the 
great expounder of Christian warfare. He is eo¥- 
erned by humanity and Christianity, He was 
relieved from command because he would not 
countenance despotism, abolition, and tyranhy, 
and for fear that hissaving the nation might make 
him President to exercise the authority of a ser- 
vant of the people instead of the authority of a 
king, monarch, czar, or sultan, as is now exer 
eised by the present incumbent. His whole soul 
is bound up in the Union and the liberties of his 
country. He loves the soldiers, and his whole 
ambition is to share with them the trials and dan- 
gers of battle; but his honor, integrity, Christian 
character, love of country, and friendship for the 
old Union are repugnant to every sense of des- 
potism. 

Xeputation for loyalty is a tender thing, and 
ought no more to be violated than property or 
life, and they who attack and blacken it are as 
vile offenders as they who rob and steal, and 


| there is a just God who knows the patriotiam of 


our heman hearts, who will visit upon the viola- 
tors of our loyalty the iniquities which they justly 
deserve. i invite them to stop such bickerings 
and sacrifice them upon the altar of true patriot- 
ism. A new language must be invented before I 


| can attempt to express the baseness of such con- 


duct; and although the full vials of svaponee 
have been poured upon many of our heads, and 
bastiles, banishments, and ostracism have been 


| many patriots’ doom, yet | challenge the plodding 


Israelite, the idiotic African, the downtrodden 
Chinese, or the imbecile Turk, to equal us in tame 
submission to the powers that be, I cannot be 
disloyal to my country, because it is that coun- 


| try which has allowed me to rise from the roof of 





John Adams has ever attempted to intrench upon | 


Remember that Jesus 
Christ, in that divine sermon on the mount, de- 
clared, ‘‘ Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
shall be called the children of God.’’ You all 


| know my views upon this war, that I have been 


willing and have voted for men and money to crush 
the rebellion. I am here for that purpose, and as 
there is a God in heaven, I declare here that my 
heart beats in rapture atthe glorious achievement 
of our soldiers, who, I hope, will live to see this 
proud fabric of human liberty standing firm and 
unmoved, and that when they die it may be in- 
scribed upon their tombstones that they died for 
the liberty of their country. 


1 shall now proceed to answer some of the | 


cowardly charges and slanders used in this de- 
bate by the other side of the House upon General 
McClellan, Governor Parker, GovernorSeymour, 


the State of New Jersey, and the whole Demo- | 


cratic party, and I shall not spare the assassins 
of our loyalty, characters,and party. 1 would 
not be fit to represent the gallant State of New 
Jersey did I not denounce her base calumniators. 

I give the gentleman from Maryland |Mr. Da- 
vis] credit for his learning and his ability as a de- 
bater. But he has not made a speech during tha 
last four weeks in which he hag not attacked the 
State of New Jersey, that little State which at the 
last election rolled back the tide of despotism and 
tyranny, that little State whose gallant sons have 
been so freely laying down their lives upon the 
altar of their country, that gallant State whose 
citizens are for the Union, ‘‘ one and inseparable, 
lask you, sir, how you can 


charge a man like Governor Parker with being | 


disloyal, who has stood by the Government and 
shown the purest and noblest patriotism, and al- 
ways stood by the old landmarks of the Consti- 





humble parentage and poverty to the highergrades 


of life, and to hold this position which I could 
| hold in none but a free country. 


To that cradle 
and land of my birth, among the mineral hills of 
oid Sussex, in the noble State of New Jersey, 


| where the roaring of cannon, the groans of the 


dying,and the rattle of musketry have been heard 


| as an echo of the bravery and valor of her sons 
| and fathers who have borne arms in the contest 


now raging for the defense of liberty, law, and 


' order, | add to the glory that they have achieved 


the aspirations of my heart warm with the love 
of my country, and my invocations to Heaven 
for its indissoluble umon shall be fervent and 
unremitting while I continue to breathe and m 

heart to beat; and when I die my prayer shall be 
for its eternal duration, prosperity, and freedom. 
I stand by the gallant officers and soldiers in the 
field. I have used my utmost energies to induce 
you upon the other side of the House to increase 
the pay of the poor soldier, but alas! although I 
offered a bill m this House at the commencement 
of this session to in¢rease the pay of soldiers and 
non-commissioned officers, giving to privates of 
the second class thirty dollars a month, and others 
of higher grades pay in, proportion, no more than 
they can get at home for ordinary labor, and al- 
though four long months have elapsed, and the'sol- 
diers have been compelled to take thirteen dollars 
a month, payable inshinplasters worth sixty-five 


| cents on the dollar, you have not had the man- 


hood to even report the bill or any other inereas- 
ing their pay. You are no friends of the soldiers. 
You are the triendsof the public plunderer, shoddy 
contractor, and fatofliice-holder. Ifan Army offi- 
cer’s wife isdying and he is compelled togo home 
to bury her, you deduct from bis pay one half of 
his wages. How ridiculous it is for such men to 
talk about being the friends of the soldiers! You 
are the friends of the black blood of the African 
race, while we are the friends of white soldiers and 
officers, white men and white women. 

One of the hovorable gentlemen upon the other 
side of the Hlouse said in his speech‘upon this 
question that the figure of dying Tecumseh was 
in the halls of this, building, representing the 
death of the Democratic party. The thought 
comes upon me that that figure of dying ‘Teeum- 
seh is within this magnificent structure, which 
was once the august and beautiful temple, whose 
dome of liberty seemed to pierce the very clouds, 


|| within whose marble wails the blessings of law, 
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liberty, and order, such as were never before 
guarantied by God to man, were by our fathers 
mromulgated and sustained, where they once 
Cooed with devout and grateful hearts, and con- 
secrated and dedicated themselves to the protec- 
tion and maintenance of those immortal principles 
of the Consutution upen which the banners of 
our civil liberty were once upheld and sustained, 
which was then dedicated to patriotism and truth. 
if the gentleman will look there he will see the 
statue of General George Washington, the Father 
of his Country, appearing in all the majesty of 
his national greatness, hovering over the scene of 
disunion, fanaticism, amalgamationism, and abo- 
litionism, which is now being enacted around his 
colossal figure, uttering from the tomb his fare- 
well address to the people of this land, in which 
he, in his lifetime, foreshadowed the radicalism 
and disunion of thishour. I wish Washington’s 
noble spirit would rise from the grave and haunt 
the party in power with the noble sacrifices which 
first cemented the old Union, and command his 
children, North and South, to quell the spirit of 
passion and revenge,and, by the compromises by 
which he founded the old Union, restore and con- 
struct its foundations upon a base that the com- 
bined powers of earth and hell could never shake, 
and stop this civil war whose infuriated and flam- 
ing Visage is now appalling the nations of the 
earth, ‘There are the portraits of Jackson, Clay, 
and Webster, whose spirits are now bright con- 
stellations in the sky. When they lived, and 
reason, humanity, and Christianity ruled, this 
nation was united in principle, purpose, and 
movement like aneient Greece and Rome in the 
best period of the history of the world; and un- 
der their rule the nation won the highest confi- 
dence and gratitude of the toiling millions. They 
bore aloft on its banner the saé¢red words, * Free 
speech, free press, and equality of the States.”’ 
The Constitution was their shield and theirsword, 
and liberty was their watchword. No citizen 
was then subject to be driven into exile for opin- 
ion’s sake, orarbitrarily arrested and incarcerated 
in military bastiles. No brothers and fathers of 
American and adopted citizens then wasted their 
lives and fortunes in bloody, civil strife, upon 
amnesty conditions which would place the black 
Ethiopian upona level and equality with the An- 
glo-Saxop. No doctrines of abolitionism and 
amalgamationism then caused a civil war to sweep 
like the raging tempest of death and hell over 
divided families, ruined fortunes, blood-stained 
fields, stricken homesteads, widowed women, or- 
phan children, homeless mothers, decrepit fath- 
ers, weeping and mourning sisters, feeble and 
unprotected mothers, lonely graves of noble sol- 
diers, where no board or tombstone marked the 
spot, pale and emaciated young brides, wan and 
woe-stricken children, aod a dismembered, bleed- 
ing, violated, and shattered Constitution. I charge 
that the accursed one-idea doctrine of abolition at 
the North lighted up the fires of revolution at the 
South, and caused to be enacted in this Jand every 
horror, wrong, and outrage | have just portrayed. 
Although those doctrines have made humanity 
wail,all nature mourn,and angels weep, yet Lam 
not willing to consent to any arrangement ex- 
cept that by which this great Union, which is so 
dear to us and posterity, and upon the restoration 
of which hangs the downfall of the monarchies of 
the Old W orld, and the peace, comfort, liberty, and 
happiness of ourselvesand children depend, shall 
be restored and maintained. The great contest 
which is soon to be fought at the ballot-box isa 
contest between disunion, radicalism, despotism, 
tyranny, perjury, abolitionism, amalgamation- 
ism, and usurpation, on the one side, and con- 
servatism, liberty, truth, Union, the Constitution 
and law, on the other; and the result of that con- 
test upon the side of the latter will be more im- 
portant to the people of this country and the 
nations of theearth than was the controversy be- 


_ tween Persia and Greece decided by the battles of 


Marathon, Platwa, and Salamis, which gave as- 
cendency to the genius of Europe over that of 
Asia. 

Before proceeding further, let me make one ap- 

al to the conservative Republicans of the land. 
limplate you to look back to the promises that 
were made to induce you to vote for the Admin- 
istration in power, and the gross and outrageous 
violation of every such promise and pledge. 
Upen your action all depends. You are charged 
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with high responsibilities by a patriotic and | cluster around the annals of b 
You, in this dreadful | 


confiding Democracy. 
crisis in the history of the nation, in an evil hour, 
hold in your hands the destinies and liberties 
of this noble nation and this great country. 
You are governed by honorable considerations, 
and desire the harmony and unity of this once 
happ oe mee I implore you in the name of 
our Go. , our families, our children, our liberties, 
our happiness, our homes, our property, our coun- 
try, aad our lives to help us save this nation at 
the ballot-box. Linvoke Almighty God to give 
you wisdom to save this people from all impend- 
ing thralldom. I would gladly join you in any 
organization that would save our bleeding coun- 
try, but you have none; abolitionism and amalga- 
mationism have swallowed itup. I know of none 
but that of the Democratic party. There is no 
other political organization known in heaven, and 
there is none on earth, by which the precious ben- 
efits of the organic law and liberties guarantied to 
us by our fathers can be restored and maintained. 

Let me also say that those men in the South 
who reared the gigantic head of secession upon 
the walls of Fort Sumter and attempted to haul 
down and trail in the dust that proud banner, 
whose glory was destined to wave over the mon- 
archies of the world, violated every obligation 
dear to man and deserve the condemnation of every 
patriot, and especially of the Democratic masses, 
whom they, by leaving the Halls of Congress, 
so egregiously and outrageously wronged and 


| brought upon them all the banishments, misery, 


and woe which they have since endured, for 
standing by the landmarks of the organic law of 
the land. The Constitution gave them no right 
to secede; they violated their solemn oaths of 
office when they withdrew from the councils of 
the nation, and by force and fraud they carried 
with them the loyal masses of the South, upon 
a charge of oppression which could have been 
easily removed had they staid in the Union. I 
believe the Constitution gives the power to this 
Government to coerce them back. I am for using 
the strong arm of the Constitution to compel them 
to return, with the sword.in one hand and the 
offer to them of every honorable compromise and 
conciliation by the other, without degrading or 
unconstitutional conditions, as the stake is so 
great that no true lover of his country ought to 
throw one single impediment in the way of a re- 
construction. Butalas! for my country, itis sink- 
ing under the radical policy of the party in power, 
who are strangling it to death, and driving all 
hopes of reunion from the true patriot’s breast. 
fom in favor of filling up our armies and using 
every measure of wise policy and conciliatory 
statesmanship to bring this sanguinary strife toa 
successful close before national and financial ruin 
shall overtake us; and I now solemnly charge 
that from the day the President’s amnesty edict of 
despotism was announced, the war was no longer 
directed against armed rehellion, but against peo- 
ple, property, and local institutions, for the pur- 
— of stripping States of all political rights; 
ut | prefer to submit to this despotism and fur- 
nish men and money, upon the hope that at the 
election this fall the Republic will be baptized by 
the never-failing waters of liberty, and some one 
will be elected President that will listen to the 
warning voice of reason and set at defiance all 
usurpations of power. If we do notgo back to 
the solemn pledges made in the commencement, 
national ruin must be our fate, and we will have 
a consolidated despotism or monarchy built upon 
the ruinsof our Republic. Let us use our armies 
to uphold the Constitution, restore the Union, 
break down armed rebellion, temper force with 
merey, compromise, and conciliation, until we 
bring back the seceded States. Our whole failure 
is chargeable to a lack of statesmanship, and not 
to the wantof the bravery and patriotism of our 
Army, for their valor and bravery have already 
astonished the civilized world. Let us stand by 
our noble defenders in the field, by showing them 
that their blood shall not be spilled except in de- 
fense of our organic law; that their victories are 
to bring peace, and that the dignity and magna- 
nimity of the nation shall be identified with their 
patience, fortitude, and bravery, and the generous 
and humane policy of Christian warfare interposed 
for the purpose of restoring a lasting reunion of 
intercourse and fraternal regard; and that the 
patriotic memories of this second revolution shall 
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etter da ; 
the act of treason that would. destroy i 
ghts 


of free speech and deface the proud fabric of 

man liberty be left to the unworthy descend, 
ants of our revolutionary sires, who werte 
upon their glorious flag. Let us go back 4 red 
solemn declaration of both Houses of Cong me 
and the President of the United States can 
this war is not waged in any spirit of oppressinn 
or for any purpose of conquest or subjugation 
or purpose of overthrowing or interfering with h 
rights or established institutions in those Stat : 
but to defend and maintain the supremacy of . 
Constitution and to preserve the Union, with all i 
dignity, equality, and rights of the several States 
unimpaired; and that as soon as these objects : 
accomplished the war ought to cease,” - 

Under the garb of Commander-in-Chier im 
rial functions are to be performed as arvdinads 
as ever was performed by Cesar toward the bar. 
barian Gauls. On the llth of January last = 
machinery of despotism was set in motion by 
a proclamation from Major General Banks o 
suming sovereignty over the State of Louisi, 
and giving orders for the erection of a new goy. 
ernment for the State, to be molded according tg 
the President’s will, not on! recreating the State 
but canceling the constitution and laws that ex. 
isted previous to the rebellion. He says: 

“So mueh of the said constitution and laws of Louisiana 
as recognize, regulate, or relate to slavery are hereby de- 
clared to be inoperative and void.” 

This is the despotic mandate of a Federal off. 
cer not acitizen of the State nor entitled to a you 
And by another edict he declares that all who wil] 
not take the President’s amnesty oath and yow 
shall be banished, and their property confiscated 
although the constitution of Louisiana forbids 
the imposition of a test oath by Federal author. 
ity. o see the nation thus die is so revolting to 
the spirit of republicanism that patriotism shrinks 
from it in despair. 

The party that are libeling and assailing every 
Democrat and trying to destroy our liberties are 
men who openly proclaim that the Constitution 
is a covenant with death and a league with hell; 
that she Union as it was is man-stealing; that the 
insurgent States shall not return unless they set 
the dear negro free and comply with conditions 
and degradations at which human nature shud- 
ders; men who crawl and cringe around the foot- 
stool of despotic power, and falsely putting on 
Union principles asa disguise, have procured for 
themselves offices of official emoluments and na- 
tional trust, and cheated and defrauded honest 
conservative Republicans while they have been 
engaged in their usual avocations to earn their 
daily bread; who, in common with the radical 
secessionists of the South, have been the means 
of overthrowing this great and glorious Union; 
men whom the people will yet consign to odium 
and oblivion for prostrating the Constitution, 
breaking down the Union, and destroying the 
rights and liberties of the people of America; men 
who have used the fratricidal arm of military des- 
potism, usurpation, and tyranny to strike down 
the liberties of the people and trample upon a 
bleeding and desecrated Constitution, and by their 
acts driven from the land where the bones of 
Washington and Jefferson repose all emotions of 
love, gratitude, and admiration for the old Union; 
men who have cried traitor and copperhead inte 
the ears of every man who has invoked the aid 
of a just God in our efforts of compromise to F- 
store national unity and peace; and have by their 
conduct imitated the bloody treason of Joho 
Brown, who proclaimed from the fatal battlements 
of Virzinia the doctrine of one portion of the parly 
in power, whose first lust for blood was satiated 
at Harper’s Ferry’s first bloody scene; men who 
have allowed their cowardly and heartless satel- 
lites to fatten upon the wealth coined from the 
blood and misery of the land, and afterwards 
walk boldly and fearlessly among the people they 
have robbed and wronged; who by their legisla- 
tion are inflicting upon the people of the border 
States, who have suffered the most in this com 
test and shown the noblest and purest patriotism 
under the terrible trials through which they have 
passed, further and deadlier evils at the hands ot 
this Government which they are struggling is 
uphold; men who have closed their eyes to frau : 
which have nearly, in some instances, destroy" 
our armies, and for some minor offense agaist 
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: itted a poor son or father to be 
military in vee men ah have allowed and 
senor val citizens, some of whom were at the 
caused OF of adeat friend and the grave of a dead 
death-be be seized without authority of law and 
wiley “d to distant prisons, bastiles, and dun- 
ere" nd there incarcerated without trial or re- 
gens, 4 without granting them that which two 
on ears ago was the birthright of every 
ee een the right to know the offense with 
ae he was ‘charged; men who have dared to 
ee m defiance of the Constitution an insult 
a majesty of the law, and have caused great 
oa | trade sales to be opened, and intrigue and 
oan to put on their repulsive and despotic 
Seale which they have caused to be sold the 
_ of the Army and nation, like the board of 
. able auction, to the highest bidder; men whose 
a js radicalism and passion, and by their 
conduct, with their allies in the South, arrayed. 
State against State, man against man, father 
geainst son, brother against brother, destroyed 
all feelings of kindness and charity between the 
reonle of these United States, and from such con- 
taminating approaches caused the proud spirit of 
jiberty to flee, and war to silence the voice of dis- 
ytants while men are wrestling on fields of blood ; 
men who have boldly proclaimed through the 
ploody edict of their President, in violation of the 
organic law, that men are not capable of self-gov- 
ernment, and that nine tenths of the people shall 
be disfranchised and represented by such men as 
the panderers and parasites to despotic rule, to the 
numberof one tenth, shall by their votes determ- 
ine; who have deprived the people from worshiping 
Almighty God according to the dictates of their 
own conscience, and turned congregations out in 
the streets for refusing to pray for Abraham’s 
royalhighness, deprived the people of the precious 
fightof suffrage by armed interference at the bal- 
lot-box, and kidnapped and stolen the slaves of 
loyalmasters; men who have countenanced and in- 
ciied armed soldiers to burn and destroy the presses 
and property of loyal citizens because they were 
Democrats; men who have suspended the writ of 
habeas corpus throughout the whole United States, 
and set the courts of the country at defiance, that 
great writof publieand private liberty which the 
monarchy of England has not suspended in two 
hundred years; men who in their mad efforts to 
achieve power and revolutionize the noble insti- 
tutions bequeathed to us by our fathers have 
drenched the land in fraternal blood, shaken the 
temples of American freedom to their foundations, 
denounced the sacred and fundamental covenants 
of the Constitution, broken in letter and spirit its 
plainest precepts and vital principles, and pro- 
claimed undying hostility to the Union as it came 
from its framers; men who, by the mock trial of 
drum-head court-martial, have consigned to dun- 
geons and banjshments the noblest citizens and 
purest patriots of the land; men who have procured 
to be passed an odious conscription law, which 
ays the life of every able-bodied citizen of the 
and in the hands of a one-man kingly power, in 
derogation of the rights of the States; men who 
have mortgaged the property and resources of the 
whole people to a system of unbounded paper 
currency and a reckless and unbridled extrava- 
gence; men who have violated State rights in the 
partition of the Old Dominion; men who have 
overthrown by proclamations the whole domestic 
institutions and social organism of the States, and 
have openly changed the whole objects of the 
war; men who have draped the land in mourn- 
ing, hurried hundreds of thousands to premature 
graves, and have brought us to the verge of finan- 
cial and national ruin; men who have established 
& host of spies, common informers, and secret 
police, who are prowling about the land seeking 
whom they may devour; men who have sent 
among the people great swarms of office-holders 
imitation of King George, of England, toward 
the American colonies, to eat out the substance 
ofthe people; men who, in both Houses of Con- 
stess, to a man, voted down the celebrated Crit- 
tenden compromise, which, if passed, would have 
saved the Union and relieved us from this dread- 
mee who at the commencement of this ses- 
in the ail, ignored the divinity of Jesus Christ, 
so Se of a Chaplain, by a strict party 
sane who have attempted to make the Treasury 
mock-auction and Peter Funk shop for the pur- 
pose of buying and selling gold, with asign over 
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the door that uncurrent funds are bought and sold 
here; who have established a great national bank 


| Scheme, depriving the States of the power of tax- 
ing millions of capital invested therein; who have | 


caused the jewels, the flowers, the diamonds, and 
the laces of the daughters of the public plun- 
derers to turn the night of death to the poor into 
the gay festive scene, while the patient, sad-eyed 
daughters of labor and suffering have hunger in 
their eyes, their hands worn and hard with cease- 
less labor, their cheeks wan with care, disap- 
pointment, and despair, in their fierce, relentless, 
unremitting efforts to grasp with their thin frail 


| fingers their scanty bread, asking only to be suf- 
fered to keep body and soul together, and save | 
| enough to keep an aged mother, a helpless father, 


an orphan household of brothers and sisters from 


| the wolf of hunger that prowls about the door; 


men who have used the people’s money to buy 
the freedom of the slaves to make them equal 
with the poor white. 

The spirit of the people is too great to weep, 
and their grief too mighty to be uttered, although 
iniquity has been exalted, the Constitution trodden 
under foot, the laws perverted, and the righteous 
and true depressed and banished. This attempted 
expulsion and gagging free speech are great tabla- 
tures of the horrors of tyranny, of the scandal and 
infamy of servitude and debasement. 

In proof of how far human malice or ambition 
is an overmatch for human wisdom, laws and 
constitutions framed by the best and wisest men 
have become the sport and conquest of the worst 
tyrants. Could wise laws have insured the sta- 
bility of a Government, that of Rome would have 
been immortal, because besides adopting all the 
best institutions of the free States of Greece, her 
principal struggle and employment for some cen- 
turies was the securing of domestic liberty by 
wholesome laws, and for laws and arms she was 
the wonder and glory of the earth; but she, whose 
force and policy no power could withstand, not 
even -that of Greece or Carthage, fell by the cor- 
ruption, perfidiousness, and violence of her own 
representatives. The only sword that could hurt 
her was her own; with that she trusted Cesar, 
and with that he turned upon and enslaved her. 
Power of itself makes men wanton and cruel. 

The most of the Roman emperors began their 
reigns well, as Nero, Claudius, and Caligula. 
Cesar was generous and humane to affectation, 
but every passion and every sentiment will yield 
to the ardent lust of power, and had it not been 
for his great and acceptable qualities he could not 
have introduced public bondage. The hero and 
the orator hid the usurper, and palliated at least 
the usurpation. ‘The acquiring and exercising of 
power unconstitutionally is tyranny, and if such 
usurpation is to be countenanced then there is an 
utter end ofall rightand wrong, public and private, 
and every usurper will be a king or emperor, 
and every magistrate will be a lawless tyrant. 
I charge that the destruction of free speech and 
press is a violation of every tie that can bind the 
human soul, of oaths, trust,and law; ofeverything 
dear to human kind; of peace, liberty, rights, and 
possessions; but the very sound of the abolition 
of slavery, the superstitious reverence paid to that 
doctrine, its employments, its victories over the 
rights of the white race and its great usurpations 
are all pompous images that dazzle the eyes and 
give a false luster to the blackest iniquity, tyranny, 
anddespotism. But the severest oppressor can 
never tie the hands of all the oppressed nor place 
chains upon their resentments. The bulwarks of 
liberty have been daily broken down and the peo- 
ple lulled to sleep, until the best acts of radical- 
ism have been but the sunshine of tyranny. Cru- 
elty inspired by hunger is assuaged, but power 
created by usurpation is never satiated and knows 
no bounds. Government is a sacred thing and 
justly claims all reverence and duty, but in the 
idea of government.is implied that of public pro- 
tection and security; but when what was govern- 
ment ceases, and those who control it become op- 
pressors, and the power is swayed by evil doers 
to the destruction of those who do not agree with 
their policy ; when law, liberty, and order are ban- 
ished, property violently seized without constitu- 
tional law, and lives wantonly destroyed to en- 
force the doctrines of abolitionism, and iniquity 


and radicalism prevail, itisnolongeragovernment | 
of law, but one of despotism and of tyranny, en- | 


forced by the kingly idea of a one-man power. The 
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| French historians observe that the worstand weak~ 
est of their kings were fondest of dominion and 

power, and their best and wisest contented with 

stiited power and the rules of law. Lewis XI 
trampled upon the laws of his kingdom and op- 
| pressed his people, but he died in great misery and 
| terror, and his life, death and memory were equal- 

ly detestable; while Henry 1V, who was born 
| with a soul great and generous, never violated nor 
| distrusted the laws, 

I fear that before the people of the South will 
| be subjugated and exterminated, our conduct will 
invoke the interference of the civilized world, or 
|| cause them to cede the States to some European 

Power. The governor of Louisiena,in his inau- 

gural address of the 25th of January last, says 

that before they will submit to such terms they 
| will, inconventionassembled, withouta dissenting 
|| voice, cede the State to any European Power. 

Where controlling power is arbitrary, the op- 
| pressed people are aptto think that ne change can 
make their condition worse, and will often risk 
| civil war to be revenged on the Power. Such was 
|| the temper of the Romans upon the revolt of 
| Sacrover, who rejoiced init, and in hatred to Ti- 
| berius preferred success to a public enemy. No 
country governed by mere will was ever governed 
well, because passion governs the will, and the 
| measure of right and wrong and power without 
| the control of law are not sate to be trusted to any 
man. This power claimed by the party in power 
| is too mighty for the soul of man, and fit for none 
but God, who cannot act unwisely or passion- 
ately. To govern by mere will is to govern by 
violence, and invites the people to the same course 
as did King James, who, paying no attention to 
| law, nor the rights of the people, put himself in 
| a posture of war against his subjects, so that when 
| they had recourse to arms they used them for 
| their own defensé. Therefore the least attempt 
| upon public liberty is alarming; it will be repeated 
often; afew repetitions create a habit, and habit 
will claim prescription and right, as the nature 
of man is such when public affairs are once dis- 
concerted, it is almost impossible to restore them 
to their first firmness, because numbers become 
engaged in the corruption and will use all their 
arts and power to support it, and as it grows gen- 
eral and extensive the public will sometimes es- 
pouse and defend it, of which we have had an ex- 
ample,and the torrent will become so strong as 
| to bear down authority itself. History is full of 
instances where great and good men have fallen, 
and drawn down upon themselves a tragical doom, 
while striving to restore the State. 

Charles V held it to bea greater honor to be Count 
of Catalonia than King of the Romans, because the 
Catalons were free men and the Romans monk- 
ridden, slaves of despotism and ¢yranny. Had 
| such as were champions for the exaltation of 
| Cesar and Augustus foreseen what their race and 
descendants were to suffer under the successors 
of those usurpers, stooping and groaning under 
| despotic bondage, they would have quenched their 
| zeal and been struck with horror. The laws of 
| war are claimed to vindicate the subversion of the 
| civil law, and the holy gospel of peace and love is 
| urged in defense of persecution and tyranny until 

we are compelled to observe the strange inversion 
of order and liberty, dignity debased, infamy ex- 
alted, the functions of the Government prostituted, 
the glorious name of America defiled, the orna- 
ments of liberty trampled under foot, and the ad- 
| ministrators of justice corrupted. Rather than 
support such violations of our organic law, L will 
invoke the charitable judgment of the civilized 
| world and let posterity pronounce the calm ver- 
| dict of a not far distant future upon my integrity 
| in dissenting from the blind injustice of partisan 
| rage, and that posterity will judge those who now 

have their Praetorian guards, and pervert the laws, 
| and through the vile breath of informers make 
| charges of treason against the Democracy of the 
| North and border States, as sanguinary tyrants 
and oppressors of liberty and humanity. 

{Here the hammer fell.} 

Mr. ROGERS. 1 ask further time. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. ROGERS. We were told by General 
| Burnside, in his answer in the habeas corpus case 
| of Hon. C. L. Vallandigham, that the Army 

could not be induced to assist in the overthrow of 

the Government and laws. That they are noble 
| and true I well know, but history informs ug that 
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Grom well’s conquest of his country was made by 
troops the most sober and best disciplined that the 
world had then seen, and that with the best of al! 
the Roman armies Cesar established himself ty- 
rant upon the throne. 

The honor and oaths of men cannot be trusted 
where itis in their power to control millions of 
people. Henry IIL signed, sealed, and solemn- 
ty swore to observe the great charter with many 
terrible execrations upon himself if he broke it. 
Yet he violated his oath and bid open defiance to 
all oaths, all charters and laws, had recourse to 
avowed oppression, but gained nothing in the end 
but the just recompense of such enormous meas- 
ures, shame, scorn, and beggary. It shows that 
power is a bratal and hideous thing when not 
tempered by reason and law. 








die, its liberties overthrown, human nature so pit- 
ifully debased, and human understanding so fa- 
natical. I give warning tothose who have violated 


their solemn obligations and destroyed our liber- | 
tiesand laws that we intend to be freemen in spite 


of their wicked attempts to enslave us. 

We are told by the gentleman from Kentucky 
{Mr. Smrrn} that the South shall be exterminated 
and peopled with better people, and their lands 
sold to pay the expenses of the war; but I inform 
those who advocate that doctrine that the Ro- 
mang found more opposition from the little free 
State of the Samnites than from all the absolute 
princes in the world. 


constitutions, were so remarkable, enlightened, 
prosperous, and happy; and it was through the 
violation of the organic law and the decay of na- 
tional integrity that Athens was near being de- 
stroyed in the Peloponnesian war. This resolu- 
tion of expulsionand programme of this party are 
made up of causes similar to those that occasioned 
those long and desperate civil wars which almost 
destroyed the great and powerful kingdom of 
France. It is private ambition carried on under 
public pretenses. ‘The preservation of the Union 
is the outward appearance and pretension, but 
the selfish attachments of the abolition fanatics 
to the higher Jaw is the secret spring that pro- 
duces their pernicious edicts — despotic acts 
which are weakening and impoverishing the na- 
tion and debauching the nobler principles of the hu- 
man mind and thus sacrificing the interests and 
the very being of the nation to the low, narrow, 
nod ambitious designs of furious factions, and if 
sanctioned by the people at our coming election 


must sap the vitals of our political existence and | 
Isitcon- | 


crumble this glorious fabric in the dust. 
eeivable that such gross violations of the organic 
law, apparent to the common understanding of 
all mankind, shall be suffered to be enforced un- 
questioned and receive that honor and confidence 
which their authors in the zenith of their good 
fame had placed upon them by the esteem of their 
countrymen? Will the assembled people of the 
land receive with calmness and indifference the 
fiats of usurpation until the mighty strides of des- 
potism shall overwhelm them, and see the lives 
and fortunes of millions, and the safety of pres- 
entand future ages jeopardized, or will they go 
to the ballot-box and redeem their country from 
all impending tyranny ? 

If this usurpation of the Constitution be not 
stopped it will lead to the debauchment of our 
Army, the plunder and devastation of our lands, 
homes, and firesides, the irredeemable dissolution 
of our Union, and, | fear, an interminable civil 
war among the people of the North. Let us re- 
deem the country at the ballot-box ,and vate from 
power those who are forging chains to fasten us 


to the car of the aboliuon Juggernaut, and by bal- | 


lots repel that despotism which would wrest the 
inestimable gem of liberty from us. 
longer give ear to the siren voice of pseudo-phi- 
lanthropy. Itis a cursed delusion, adopted by 
fanatics and recommended by sycophants, 

The Athenians ruined their State by a mad and 
expensive war upon Sicily, they having such an 
ambition of conquering her that they refused ail 
offers of compromise, the result of which was that 
they exposed themselves to the attacks of the 
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{t is enough to | 
mortify and grieve any candid man orwoman who | 
wishes well to humanity to see this great nation | 


Such is the mighty differ- || 
ence between freemen and slaves, and between | 
men who act for themselves and men who breathe | 
and act at the mere mercy of another. The Lace- | 
dwmoniansandRomans for many ages, onaccount | 
of their inviolable attachment and supportof their | 


Letius no | 





|| Lacedeemonians, to the revolt of their own sub- 
|| jects, to domestic disorders, and the change of 
| their Government, and were at last conquered 
| entirely by Lysander, the States subject to them 
set at liberty, arid themselves subjected to the 
_dominion of thirty tyrants, so that they never 
| after recovered their former glory. The Lace- 
demonians afterwards fell into the same folly and 
| met the same kind of a fate. By lording over 
| Greece they drew upon themselvesa combination 
| of Greek cities, which together, especially the 
| Thebans under the famous Epaminondas, de- 
| spoiled them of their authority soon after their 
| triumph over Athens. The Mascovite, by falling 
upon the King of Sweden, roused a tempest that 
eame near overturning his throne, and by refus- 
ing the most honorable terms of peace, and urg- 
ing his revenge, taught his enemies that bravery 
and discipline which nothing could teach them 
| before, and he had his own brave army routed 
by forces he despised; he was driven from his 
dominionsa fugitive in a country of infidels, and 
his provinces were cantoned out among his ene- 
mies, who before had offered to compound with 
him for a moiety of their own dominions. 

It only proves how foolish is the reasoning of 
|| passion, and that it leads men to throw away 
| strength to gain weakness. If this Union can be 
| restored by an honorable compromise it will be 
| no ordinary triumph, and those who have been 
/ the means of bringing it about will be proud to 
| claim the glory. ‘I'he flashing eye of liberty will 
then glance from the upturned face of despotism 
and disunion to the scenes of those heroic achieve- 
| ments which the spirits of our revolutionary sires, 
at the commencement of this contest, invoked us 
to emulate, and instead of beholding the equality 
and mixture of the white and black race in one 
common blood, will look beyond the gulf of ab- 
olition and the plains of amalgamation to the tow- 
ering columns of the Constitution, whose base 
'| broke the waves of radicalism, and saved the na- 
|| tion in its dying agonies. We must not. forget 
|| that the land of Attica, whose sword shook and 
|| whose civilization conquered the world, had the 
| superficial area and about one third the agricul- 
| tural productiveness of a moderate-sized county 
| in the State of New Jersey; and | warn the aboli- 
| tionists of this land that, though they may be 
|| the greatest conquerors that ever trod the earth, 
|| they can never amalgamate the white and black 
| races; and ifabolitionism and amalgamation.are to 
| be conditions toa restoration of the Union, (which 
|| both clearly are to the abolitionistsgand the one 
| is expressly made so by the amnesty proclama- 
| tion,) the Union will never be restored, and those 
| who are now such conditional Union men will 
|| meet the same disapprobation of the civilized 
|| world that Napoleon did for his wanton rage upon 
| the rights of God and man; and although he was 
the Gallic Cassar who led his armies over shat- 
| tered kingdoms, whose armed power shook. the 
|| world, decimated Europe, caused millions of man- 
|| kind to perish, until there was scarcely a habita- 
| tion, from the polar seas to the Mediterranean, 

where the voice of lamentation was not: heard 
over slaughtered kindred toswell the conqueror’s 
strength and glory, yet France fell back to her 
| ancient limits,and Napoleon died a repining cap- 
|| tive upon a rock of the ocean; and while Napo- 
| leon was refusing all overtures of peace and char- 
'| ity, one of the fathers of Democracy on this side 
‘| of the ocean was seeking to aggrandize his coun- 
| wy by conciliation, compromise, and peace. He 
| used no armies, shed not a drop of human blood, 
caused not a tear of human woe, and without im- 
| posing a single act of despotism upon his people, 
| and with the hounds of consolidationismand war 
lapping at the life blood of the nation, and advocat- 
ing precisely the same doctrines that are now advo- 
cated by the party in power, he acquired by com- 
promise permanently for his country more fertile 
domains than the sway of Napoleon ever owned 
or the glory of his plume ever floated over. The 
| advocates of compromise and peace were then 
met by a party who used the same arguments that 
are now used, that, it was dishonorable to offer 
terms of peace to a determined foe, and that the 
|| dignity of the nation required war, who leaped 





from one inconsistency to another; acrid, pharisa- 
ical,and controlled by aselfish partisanship, they 
resisted the settlement, acquisition, and compro- 
mise desperately to the last. 

Those who haveaad doadvocate an honorable 
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officers and soldiers who have been s 
timely grave have borne to the bar o 
tice no accusations against them. | 
itate to advocate an honorable com 
solely upon a restoration of the Un 

tate or swerve from the great pape oa 
interests of the country, notwithstandin = 
yelpings, howlings, and snarlings of the ht ~ 
pack who are living upon the blood and — 


of the land, and hunting down every anten 
p 


use, whe 
reflect upon the awful and solemn events 4 


surround us, | can but weep for the Unity and | 

erties of my country, and |, in these Once sac “4 
Halls of Congress, raise my humble voice and al 
upon every man, woman, and child in this land 


, : Onable 
compromise before our country’s doom s| 


; : rall 
forever sealed. My soul sickens at the = 
calism and fanaticism of the age, unnecessarily 


squandering away our resources, wasting our pub. 
lic treasure, and spxling the people’s blood, An 
honorable compromise will snatch from the rude 
hand of usurpation the violated Constitution of 
our country; it will preserve that instrament in 
form, substance, and spirit, a precious inheritance 
for generations to come; and as the furnaces of 

Egypt lighted Israel to the land of Canaan, and 
Moses by divine command led the children of |s. 
rael out of the house of bondage through the Red 
sea into the land of liberty, so will the spirit of 
conciliation and compromise lead us to the enjoy. 
ment of liberty and a united Union, 

Mr. COLFAX. Mr. Speaker, I rise to de. 
mand the previous question; but, sir, I under. 
stand that a point of order has been before made 
by the genteman from Wisconsin, [Mr, 1. 
pripGE.| If I can surrender the floor for the de. 
cision of that point of order I will do so, 

Mr. PENDLETON. Lask the gentleman from 
Indiana to hear me for a moment before he calls 
for. the previous question. 

Mr. COLFAX. 1 will hear what the gentle. 
man has to say, 

Mr, PENDLETON, I only desire to say to 
the gentleman from Indiana that there are three 
or four gendemen on this side of the House who 
desire to express their views on the subject. 
They feel that it is an unusual thing for gente- 
men to be called on to exercise the plenary power 
of the House without expressing their views on 
the particular case in which itisinvoked. They 
think it isa very hard thing, when the question 
involves free speech, that the power of the pre- 
vious question should be brought to bear to prevent 
the exercise of free speech ou the question, There 
is no disposition, as the gentleman well knows, 
unnecessarily to prolong the debate or to siray 
into. matters not connected with the pending prop- 
osiuion. I feel it to be the best plan for the gen- 
tleman to adopt, as the most in consonance with 
the feelings of the House'and justice, toallow the 
fepeie to go on until these gentlemen have been 

eard. 

Mr. COLFAX. If.1 consulted my own feel- 
ings I would yield to the request made by the 
gentleman from Ohio; but my duty to the pavuc 
business and to the public imterest compels me to 
insist on my demand for the previous question. 
This debate has run tg a length that every gen 
tleman must be satiofed has been fair and ample. 
It has extended from Saturday morning last up 
to this time. I. was asked by gentlemen on the 
other side of the House to call for the previous 
question on this question on last Tuesday; bul 
was anxious to give as large an opportunity 1 
discussion as could be fairly asked. 1 havea 
ready subjected myself to the censure of the p« 
pers, and perhaps | ought to have called for We 
previous question on Tuesday evening !ast. I 
was debated all day on Tuesday, and Tuesiay 
night, and Tuesday afternoonl gave notice that 
[should ask the House, at half past twelve 0 clock 
to-day, to second the demand for the previous 
uesuon. 

If this debate be allowed to be further continue’ 
we do not know whereitistostop. | undersiane 
there are fifteen members whose names are 4)" 
the list asking to speak, How many more ¥¥" 
feel it to be their duty to be heard if the preview’ 


} question ts not moved J cannot tell. Some twenty” 
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: . * a - ; . al s pn lt 77 nett 
gve or twenty-six speeches have been made al- || short time before he calls the previous question 


re ady ‘ 


ee eto the House to call for the previous question. 
gaty *8* 


As | have alread stated, this debate presents a 
ee contrast to the proceedings in this House 
ong ¢ > : dings, from the 
the case of Hon. Joshua R. Giddings, n 

ee State as the gentleman who has made this re- 
Ba He was censured by the House, which he 
at sred as equivalent to ex elling him. That 
sd without debate. This debate has been 
rec rena until it may be considered ample. 

a Mr. PENDLETON. [desire to make two sug- 


gestions. 


str 


Mr. COLFAX. Twill hear the gentleman. 
Mr. PENDLETON. I will make two sug- 


sstions. ‘The necessity for prolonging this de- 
Cs ~s - . « , - 

fate does not proceed from this side of the House. 
The subject Was not introduced here by them. 


The next consideration is this: since this debate | 


en commenced this side has not yet moved 


has | * 
anadjournment or to takearecess. We have been 
willing to sit here so long as the majority of the 


House were willing to let debate go on. Weare 
willing (0 do it now, and to continue it as many 
hours as the House may think fit. 

Mr.COLFAX. The gentleman has made two 
eiatemients and two mistakes. He says this ac- 
6 » did not originate from that side of the House. 
{tink itdid, ard I shall prove itwhen I come to 
make my speech. ° 

in the second place, he says that no gentleman 
on tat side of the House has moved an adjourn- 
a recess. I think my colleague [Mr. 


nt or 


Horman] did, and if I consulted the Journals | || 


might find other instances, 


| will state that I understand that on Tuesday | 
£ ' 
nivlit,at a quarter past eleven o’clock, the gentle- || 


mat 


from New Jersey, who has just spoken, ob- 
tained the floor, but declined to go-on at that 


hour, and yielded the floorto my colleague from | 


the Lawrenceburg district, [Mr. Hotman,] who 
moved that the House adjourn until Thursday. 
ly thatmanner the debate was arrested at a quar- 
ter past eleven o’clock. 


Mr. PENDLETON. I desire to ‘say that I 


siond corrected as to the latter part of my remark. | 


The gentleman from Indiana is right and 1 am 
wrong. 

Mr. COLFAX. 
accede gracefully. 

Mr. ROSS. ask the gentleman from Indiana 
to yield to me. 

Mr. COLFAX. ‘I feel compelled—not out of 
any discourtesy to the gentleman—to ask the 
House to second the previous question ‘now. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is 
first upon the appeal of the gentleman from Wis- 
consin {Mr. ELpripeér] from the decision of the 
Chair made on ‘Tuesday last. 

Mr. ROSS. Lappeal to the gentleman from In- 
diana to'nllow me to make a suggestion. 

Mr. COLFAX. ‘I am compelled to decline. 

Mr. ROSS. I Know the suggestion will aceord 
with the views of the gentleman. 

Mr. COLFAX. ‘I will hear it, then. 

Mr.ROSS. Mysuggestion is that we are losing 
nothing by this discussion. The Speaker has 
seen ft to remark that we are losing time which 
ought to be devoted ‘to public business. Now, | 
think we are gaining time by this discussion. The 
public business willnot be retarded by the con- 
Unvance of this discussion. ‘These speeches will 
have to be made ‘sometime during the session. 
Uur constituents expect them at our hands. 

Mr. COLFAX. ‘Thie suggestion does not ac- 
cord with my views. I thought it would not, and 
\ierefore I decline to yield any farther. 

Mr. NORTON.  Idesire to appeal to the gen- 
thman from Indiana. 


Mr. COLFAX. I-will hear the gentleman’s 
suggestion. 
Mr. NORTON. I rose before ‘the gentleman 
‘rom Indiana answered the gentleman from IIli- 
Hols, (Mr. Ross,] to ask from’ him the courtesy 
of allowing me afew moments. I have not oc- 
ed the time of the House one Walf hour dur- 
"g the whole session in the way of debate. I 
ve desired to express my views briefly upon 
a question before the'House. It is an import- 
i question, and [have to record my vote on it. 

‘ve tried to get the floor. Now, what I pro- 

r = ask the gentleman from Indiana, before 
froen ined to dae the floor to the gentleman 

llinois, (Mir. Ross,} was to yield to me a 


I knew the gentleman would 


wn the subject, and I feel compelled as a | 





| 
| 
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| order is already pending. 
| Indiana [Mr. Cotrax] moved a certain pream- 
| ble and resolution; the gentleman from Pennsy)l- | 





to express my views upon the subject. 


ONGRESSIONAT, GLOBE, 


Mr. COLFAX. | am afraid that my chartcter | 


for veracity will suffer in the House if I do not 
comply with the terms I made with the House 
on Toebday. [ am reluctantly compelled to de- 
cline, and to say to my friend that if he had seen 


fit on entering upon this debate” Jast Saturday to || bridge, and Yeanian—29, 


have spoken to the present oc¢upant of the chair, 
he would have had an opportunity long’ singe to 
make his speech. 

Mr. NORTON. I was sick in bed on Satur- 


day and unable to leave the house, and it is for 


that reason that I appeal to the gentleman from | 


Indiana now, 
Mr. COX. [ desire to correct one remark—— 
Mr. COLFAX. No corrections; excuse nie. 
I will take back anything I have said rather than 
have any words with the gentleman from Ohio. 
Mr. COX. [do not want the gentleman to take 
back anything. 
Mr. HARRIS. I rise to a point of order. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. One point of 


The gentleman from 


vania (Mr. Broomaty] moved to amend the pre- | 


amble and resolution by striking out and inserting; || 


the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Erprmce] 


raised the point of order that the motion of the | 


gentleman from Pennsylvania was not in order. || 


The Chair overruled the point of ordér, and the | 


| gentleman from Wisconsin appealed from that || 
decision. The question now before the House is, | 
| ** Shall the decision of the ChairStand as the judg- | 


ment of the Elouse?’’ and upon that the yeas and 


rs are demanded. 


Mr. COX. I call for the reading of the rules 
pertinent to this subject. 

The Clerk read rules 61 and 62, as follows: 

“61. Ifany member, in speaking or otherwise, transgress 
the rules of the TTouse, the Speaker shall, or any member 
may, call to order; in which ease the nember so cated to 
order shall immediately sit down, unless permiuued to, ex- 
plain; and the House shail,if appealed to, decide on the 
case, but without debate: ifthere be no appeal, the deefsion 
of the Chair shall be submitted to. If the decision be in 


na 


to proceed; if otherwise, he shall not be permitted to pro 


| ceed, in case any member object, without, leave of the 


Fiouse ; and if the case require it, he shall be liable’ to the 


| censure of the House. 


‘6 62..1f a inember be called to order for words spoken in 


debate, the person calling him to order shall repeat the | 
words excepted to, and they shall be taken down im writing || 


at’ the Clerk’s table;'and no member shall be held to ‘an 


spoken in debate if any other member has spoken, or other 

business has intervened, after the words spoken, and be- 
t 

fore exception to them slrall have been taken.” 


Mr. COX. Will it be in order to ask the qués- || 


tion whether the proceedings of this House show 
that business did not intervene between the speak- 
ing of the gentleman and the taking down the 


| favor of the member called to order, He shall beat liberty | 


| swer, or be subject to the censure Of the House, for words | 


language and the introduction ofthe resolution of 


censure ? 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. 


The Chair ovér- 


ruled the point of order, on the ground that it | 


was not governed by the 62d rule. The resodlu- 
tion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania is based 
on the ground of the declarations of the gentle- 
man from Ohio, of the second district, made in 


the national Capitol and pablished in the city of 


New York. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. 


Itis wpon the ground of | 


the publication in New York, as | unterstand the | 


Speaker. 


Mr. COX. The Speaker held that the rule did 


not cover the case, as [ understood him. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Yes. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. IT wish to ask one question 
ofthe Speaker. Isthere any evidence before the 


House that the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Lone} || 


caused the publication of his speech in a “New | 


| York paper? 
Mr. BROOMALL. There is such evidence | 


when that question comes up. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. ‘That is the question now. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
question for the Chair to answer. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 79, nays 66; ‘as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Ash- 
ley, John D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Binine, Bont- 
well, Boyd, Broomall, William G. Brown, Ambrose W. 
Clark, Cobb, Cole, Creswell, Dawgs, Deming, Driggs, Du- 
mont, Eckley, Farnsworth, Prank, Garfield, Gooch Grin- 
nell, Higby, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Jenckes, Julia, Kusson, 
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Kelley, Frateis W Kellogy, Orlando Kefloeg, Loan, Loneg- 
year, Marvin, McBride, McClurg, Melndoe, ‘Samedi ®. 
Miler, Morrill, Dawiel Morris, Ainos Myers, Leonard My- 
ers, Norton, Charlies O'Neill, Orth, Patterson, Perham, 
Pike, Pomeroy, Price, William HW. Randall, Alexander A. 
Rice, John A. Rive, Shannen, Sloan, Smith, Smithers, 
Spalding, Starr, Stevehs. Thaye,, Thomas, Trey, Upaba, 
Van Vaikenbuigh, William B. Washburn ‘Webswt, 
Whaley, Williams, Wikler, Wilson, Winddin, Weed- 


NAYS—Messrs. Jumes C. Allen, Witlttm J. Allen, Atte 
cona, Baily, Augustus ©. Baldwin, Bliss, Juines 8. Brown, 
Chanter, Chuy, Coffroth, Cox, Cravens, Dawson, Do»ison, 
Eder, Eldridige, Finck, Gatison, Grider, Hall, Herding, 
Harrington, Benjamin G. Harris, Merrick, Hotnian, Maret 
ins, Philip Johnson, William Jofmson, Kalbtleiech, Kernan, 
Kinz, Knapp, Law, Lazear, Mallory, Marcy, McDowell, 
McKinney, James R. Morris, Nelson, Noble, Qdell, Jotm 
ONeill, Pendleton, Perry, Proyn, Radford, Samuel J. Ran 
dall, Robinson, Rogers, James 8. Rollins, Ress, Scest, 


Stebbins, John B. Steele, William G@. Steele, Strroease, 
Stuart, Sweat, Voorbees, Wardy Wheeler, Chilton A. 


White, Josep W. White, Wilifieldyand Rernando Weed 
—66. 


So the decision of the Chair was sustained as 
the judgment of the House. 

During the roll-call, 

Mr. FENTON stated that he Was paired with 
Mr. Wapsworern, but that if he bad been at lib- 
erty to vote he would have voted in the affivma- 
tive. 

Mr. HUBBARD, of loWa, stated that he was 
| paired upon all these questions with Mr. Min- 
DLETON. 

Mr. WINDOM stated that his colleague, Mr, 
DonnELLy, was confined to his room by swk- 
ness. 

The result of the vote was announced asabove 
recorded, 

Mr. COLFAX. Mr. Speaker, as the amead- 
ment moved by the, gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr, Broomaxy} will accomplish the same 


purpose ‘as my original resolation,: registering ° 


ithe solemn condenmation of the House of the 
genileman from Ohio’s views, and as it isevident 
that gentleman upon the other side of the House 

will not vote for the resolution ef expulsion, I 

accept the amendment and demand the previous 
questionen the resolution as thus modified, <d 
doit with the understanding that akhhough Lhave 
| the right, after the previous, question shall. be 
| sustained, to close the debate, the gentleman from 
Ohio who is named in the resolution shall have 
an hour to reply tome; and if he shall make any 
remarks of a personal character in bis reply to 
me I shall ask to bevallpwed to reply ta him, 

Mr. COX. I move to lay the resolution upen 
the table, 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
from Indiana, [Mr. Coutrax,} who offered the 
original resolution, ts entitled to the floor, 

Mr. COLFAX. ‘This is rather an extraordi- 
nary time for the gentieman from Ohie to pre- 
puse to move to lay the resolution upon the table, 
as that would cut off my right to close the debate. 

Mr. COX, Ldo notintendtocutotf my friend’s 
right to close’the debate, 

Mr. COLFAX. | That would be the effect of 
ibe gentleman’s mouou, 

Mr. COX. Lb withdraw.it, then; but Lgiwe ne- 
tice that at the proper ime Ll will make that.mo- 
tion. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I rise ‘to a point 
of order. I destre to know whether it is compe- 
tent forthe gentteman from Indiana (Mr. Con- 
Fax] to modify his resolution at this stage of tiie 
| discussion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. ‘The Chair is of 
opinion that the gentleman from Indiana has a 
right to modify his resolution. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. Then I desire to 
say thatrf the previous question be notsustainedd | 

| shail renew at tie first opportunity the original 
proposition, and shall ask to have avote on the 
| question of expulsion. 

Mr. COX called for tellers on the previous ques- 
tion. 

‘Tellers were ordered; atid Messrs. Cox and 
CoLrax were appointed. 

The ‘House divided, and the tellers reperted— 
ayes 76, noes 71. 


i| So the previous question was seconded. 


Mr.J.C. ALLEN called! for the yeas and nays 
on ordering the main question. } 

Mr. COLFAX. As gentlemen are going to 
| cause delay by voting by the yeas and nays, I be- 
| lieve 1 will proceed with my remarks now. 


|| Mr. COX. We do not desire to cause delay, 
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but it is important, in the interest of free speech, district, [Mr. Cox,] on Saturday last, said m 


to have a vote on closing debate. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 75, nays 71; as follows: 


YVEAS—Meersre. Alley, Allison, Auderson, Ashley, John 
D. Baldwin, Baxter, Leaman, Blaine, Boyd, Broomall, 
Ambrose W. Clark, Cobb, Cole, Creswell, Dawes, Deming, 


Higby, Hooper, Hotebkiss, John H. Hubbard, Jenckes, Ju- 
lian, Kasson, Kelley, Franeis W. Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, 
loan, Longyear, Marvin, McBride, McClurg, McIndoe, 
Samuel F. Miller, Morrill, Daniel Morris, Amos Myers, 
Leonard Myers, Odell, Charles O'Neill, Orth, Patterson, 
Perham, Pike, Pomeroy, Price, William H. Randall, Alex- 
ander H. Rice, John H. Rice, Edward H. Rollins, Schenek, 
Shannon, Sloan, Smithers, Spalding, Starr, Stebbins, Jobn 
B. Steeie, Stevens, Thayer, Thowas, Upson, Van Vaiken- 
burgh, William B. Washburn, Webster, Wilder, Wilson, 
Windom, and Woodbridge—75. 

NAYS—Messers. James C. Allen, William J. Allen, An- 
cona, Baily, Augustus C. Baldwin, Bliss, Boutwell, James 
8. Brown, William G. Brown, Chanter, Clay, Coffroth, 
Cox, Cravens, Henry Winter Davis, Dawson, Denison, 
Eden, Eldridge, Farnsworth, Finck, Ganson, Grider, Hall, 
Harding, Harrington, Benjamin G. Harris, Herrick, Hol- 
man, Hutehins, Philip Johnson, William Johnson, Kalb- 
fieisch, Kernan, King, Law Lazear, Mallory, Marcy, 
McDowell, McKinney, James ke. Morris, Morrison, Nelson, 
Noble, Norton, John O’ Neill, Pendleton, Pruyn, Radford, 
Samuel J. Randall, Robinson, Rogers, James 8. Rollins, 
Ross, Scout, William G. Steele, Strouse, Stuart, Tracy, 
Voorhees, Ward, Elihu B. Washburne, Whaley, Wheeler, 
Chilton A. White, Joseph W. White, Williams, Winfield, 
Fernande Wood, and Yeaman—7l. 

So the main question was ordered to be now 
put. 

During the roll-call, 

Mr. FENTON stated that he had paired off 
with Mr. Wansworra. 

Mr. HOOPER stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Exsor, had been called from the House: and had 
paired off with Mr. McAvutster. 

The vote was announced as above recorded. 

Mr. COLFAX. “Where are we?’’ was the 
emphatic question propounded by the eloquent 
gentleman from the first district of Ohio, [Mr. 
Penpieton,| on Tuesday last. I answer him, 
we are in the Capitol of our nation. We are in 
the Hall where assembles the Congress of this 
Republic, which, thank God, in spite of conspir- 
acy and treason, still lives; in spite of enemies 
open and covert, within and without our lines, 
with and without arms in their hands, still lives, 
and which, thanks to our gallant defenders inthe 
field, will live as long as time shall last. ‘‘ Where 
are we?” said he. 1 wil! answer him in the lan- 
guage of his colleague, (Mr. Lone,] whose speech 
is under review: 

‘From the day on which the conflict began up to the 
present hour, the confederate army has not been forced be- 
yond the sound of their guns from the dome of the Capitol 
in which we are assembled. The city of Washington is 
to-day, as it has been for three years, guarded by Federal 
troops in all the forts and fortifications with which it is 
surrounded, to prevent an attack from the enemy.”’ 

And yet, sir, while we are thus placed “in this 
fearful hour of the country’s peril,” as the gentle- 
man from Ohio (Mr. Lone] says in the opening 
paragraph of his speech; while the scales of na- 
tional life and death are trembling in the balance, 
while our veterans are in the front seeking to 
save the life of the country, and willing to seal 
their fidelity if need be with their hearts’ blood, 
with the enemy almost at the very gates of your 
capital, at such a time as this the gentleman from 
the second district of Ohio rises in his seat and 
declares that our Governmentis dead; nay, more, 
that it is destroyed; and then, having thus con- 
signed it to death and destruction, he avows 
boldly that he prefers to recognize the nationality 
of the confederacy of the traitors which has caused 
this alleged death of the Republic to any other 
alternative that remains. 

it was on that account that I felt it my duty to 
bring this resolution before the House. The gen- 
tleman from Ohio would lower the banner of 
beauty and glory that floats above as to-day, be- 
tokening that the Congress of the United States is 
in session; he would pluck from the brilliant gal- 
axy that glitters in its azure field eleven of its 
stars; he would allow in that diplomatic gallery 
some Mason, some Wigfall, or Beauregard, as 
envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary 
from a foreign nation planted, over the graves of 
our murdered sons and brothers, upon soil that 
belongs to the United States. Nay, more than 
that, he would allow the heights of Arlington to 
frown with hostile batteries, menacing our delib- 
erations as we sit here in the Capitol. 

The gentleman’s colleague from the Columbus 
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course was ‘‘extraordinary,’’ and that remar 


seemed to be the key-note of most of the speeches 
that followed from that side of the House. But 
there is a parallel and a justification. 
gentleman from Qhio himself to the stand. On 
last Saturday he rose in his place and said, allud- 


Driggs, Dumont, Eckicy, Frank, Garfield, Gooch, Grinnell, || 1g to his colleague, (Mr. Lone:] 


“ fle did not speak for his Democratic colleagues. They 
metthis morning in caucus for the purpose of disavowing 
any such sentiments as those which are attributed to him. 
‘They have authorized me so to declare to this House, in 
justice to them and their constituencies.” 

Sir, it was ‘‘ extraordinary’? when aspeech had 
been delivered here—nay, it was unprecedented — 
for the colleagues of the gentleman who delivered 
it, of his own politica! faith, to regard it as their 
duty to their party to hold a caucus and authorize 
one of their number solemnly to disavow and re- 
pudiate it upon this floor. 
the interests of party, should I be criticised for 
asking this House to condemn itsolemnly to save 
the country and the country’s cause from its dele- 
teriouseffects? Is the country to be cared for less 
than the interests of party? 

Mr. PENDLETON rose. 

Mr. COLFAX. 
can be extended, for I only have an hour to an- 
swer the speeches on the other side, and to analyze 
the speech now under review. But I donot wish 
to decline to yield if the gentleman says that | have 
made a misstatement of his position. 

Mr. PENDLETON. lask the gentleman to 

ield to me for a moment to correct a mistake. 

Mr. COLFAX. I yield for that purpose, though 
anxious for all my time. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I only want to say that 
my colleague did not speak in my behalf in mak- 
ing that statement, and, so faras | know, there was 
no caucus of the Ohio delegation, 

Mr. COLFAX. I quoted from the Globe. 

Mr, COX. IL ask to say a word. 

Mr. COLFAX. 
agree to extend my time. [Cries of ‘‘Agreed!”’ 
** Agreed!’’ from the Democratic side of the 
House.]} 

Mr, COLFAX. I will yield, then, of course, 

Objection was made. 

Mr.COLFAX. I must proceed, then, without 
interruption. 

The gentlemen on the other side, every one, 
indeed, who have referred to it at all, have been 
kind enough to speak of my impartiality as the 
Presiding Officer of the House. I thank them for 
this testimonial, which I have endeavored to de- 
serve. But at the same time most of them have 
expressed ‘‘ regret’’ that I left the Speaker’s chair 
and came down upon the floor of the House. I 
have, however, no regret; noteven denunciations 
of the press, nor the strictures of members upon 
this floor, to which I have listened in respectful 
silence without interrupting them, have caused 
mea moment’s regret. 1 did it in the perform- 
ance of what seemed to me an imperative duty, 
from conscientious conviction, and from no per- 
sonal unkindness toward the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Lone.] | have no personal unkindness 
toward him or any human being who lives upon 
the earth. And if it had been understood when, 
as a Representative from the ninth congressional 
district of Indiana, your kindnessand confidence 
placed me inthe Speaker’s chair, | was togo there 
fettered and tongue-tied, and to leave the people 
of that district disfranchised, that for all time to 
come during this Congress I should not speak 
for my country, [ should have thanked you for 
yourelection, but would have rejected and spurned 
the commission. 

I stand upon this floor to-day by no “ conde- 
scension’’ from that responsible position. No, 
sir. In that chair lam the servant of the House 
to administer its rules, but on this floor the equal 
of any other member, no more, no less. 

Duty is often unpleasant, sometimes distasteful 
and repulsive; but, sir, the man who will not fear- 
lessly discharge his duty is not fit to be in pub- 
lic life. If my brother, under the solemnity of 
the stringent oath taken by members of this Cone 
gress for the first time since its enactment, had 
made this speech which now lies before me, I 
would have done the same toward him as toward 
the gentleman from Ohio, not that | loved him 
less, but my country more. As I Stated in the 
opening of this debate, if the House did not re- 


I call the | 


If that can be done for | 


I cannot yield unless my time | 


I will yield if the House will’ 
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buke and condemn this sentiment, YOU Would hay. 
ve 


org ; OUntres 
aiing this rebel confederacy, which the pee : 
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om Ohio was willing to recognize, NX 
more, if this was the support which youg awe 
the soldiers whom you have sent to the held ’ 
this was the aid and comfort you gave them . 
would have the right to turn upon us ae 
“ You called us forth to fight the battles sf’) 
Union, while you in the Capitol allow men to n - 
speeches which will be quoted with joy in the _- 
federate congress, which will strengthen the a 
and sinews of the men we have to meet in ‘a 
array, while they paralyze and discourage 7 
The gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. ‘Ew. 


t MY State. 
d upon m 
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ment that this resolution was introduce 
own responsibility, and said he could , 
lieve there had been some consultation 


Knowing it was a grave responsibility to 
1 proposed to take italone, The only me 
this House to whom I stated my intention Was 
the gentleman who now occupies the chair as 
Speakerpro tempore, (Mr. Rotuins, of New Ham 

shire,] who was notified but five minutes before 
twelve o’clock that day that I intended to occy 

the floor. Noteven the gentleman from lew? 
[Mr. Grinnewi,] who moved that day to dispeng. 


. ° ) pense 
with the reading of the Journal, which has been 
| regarded on the other side as part of the arrange. 





ment, knew anything about it; and he will bear 


| witness to it. 


Mr. GRINNELL. I knew nothing of it, 

Mr. COLFAX. But I did consult with one 
life-long friend, and after telling him MY purpose 
he said, ** Do youhot know you will make your- 
self the target of attack?”’ I told him, yes, | 
had counted the cost, and was willing to be made 
the target of attack for the sake of my country 
and for the sake of the thousands of my constii- 
uents who have gone into the terrible arena of 
struggle on the battle-field, and who now them- 
selves are the target of attack for the sake of the 
country they love. I would have done it had | 
lost thereby the honorable privilege of oceupying 
that chair to which your partiality elevated me, 
or if it had driven me into private life, because it 
was my duty to do it. 

On Saturday morning, after the reading of the 
Journal was dispensed with, I rested a moment, 
as may be remembered, and it was to see if any 
other member would offer the resolution—for | 
would have been glad to have seen it come from 
the other side of the House—but as none did, | 
took my place upon the floor as a member and 
offered it. 

I desire before proceeding to analyze this speech 
of the gentleman from Ohio, in which iis exact 
language shall be quoted, to review rapidly afew 
personal remarks which have fallen from gentle- 
men upon the other side of the House. 

The gentleman from Ohio, from the Columbus 
district, [Mr. Cox,] was pleased to speak—- 
though he bore testimony to my fairness—of my 
‘‘ condescending’’ to come down from that chair 
to offer this resolution. But there is an illustrious 
example in one whose shoe-latchet I may not be 
worthy to unloose; and who in times gone by, in 
times of war, filled that seat, I allude to him, “ of 
lion heart and eagle eye,’’ whose name is closely 
associated with a large part of our past history, 
and who during our last war with Great Brita, 
when he represented the Lexington district of 
Kentucky and was Speaker of this House, came 
down from that chair, and frequently upon this 
floor entered into the debates of this House. 
have looked at the history of those times, - 
desired to protect myself against any charges ° 
departin from the privileges of this body. 

Mr. ALLORY rose. 

Mr. COLFAX. I cannot yield unless my “me 
is to be extended. 

Cries of cet) 

r. MALLORY. The gentleman I suppo* 
will not obje@ to my relating in detail an 7“ 
in the history of ourcountry, when Mr.Clay, ¥"° 
in 1812 was Speaker of this House, descend: 
from his place as Speaker to the floor to reply 
remarks made by Josiah Quincy, of Massach” 
setts. 1 wish to observe to the gentleman from 
Indiana that those remarks were very intempera® 
I will not say treasonable, because, deeming vot 
is no treason in this case at all, comparis? 


1864. 


could not 
remarks m 
jjonable, a 
to reply 60 
jution. 
7 Mr. © 
jsa much | 
he 13 not ¢ 
that Cong 
That distr 
torv of the 
chair ducit 
ferent Wn 
ssion ma 
eur. MA 
member: 
; Mr. CO 
prtion In 
through W 
from thec! 
one sessi0 
gentieman 
he will fir 
his count 
hesitate & 
shall not | 
Mr. D 
roposes 
Mr Mal 
erable Jo 
aring tO 
[Mr Lon 
he does tl 
that disti 
from Ken 
guage of 
sentative | 
the remar 
Mr. M. 
ana yield 
Mr, CC 
anxious f 
on the De 
Mr. M 
cise word 
Mr. Clay 
Mr, CC 
Mr. M. 
me to ans 
in my ow 
cline to d 
Mr, CC 
to be brie 
Mr. M 
recollecti 
member | 
Clay rep! 
waged by 
causeless 
Massach: 
his peop! 
recollecti 
will not t 
speeches, 
as to the 
in by him 
chusetts ¢ 
Mr. D, 
this deba 
gentlema: 
purest, m 
ots in thi: 
any such 
Made by 
that he w 
a lover of 
a8 that th 
Mr. CC 
tocky an 
Mr. M 
Rentuck 
Mr. C¢ 
meant thi 
Ihave 
Speaker’ 
firet Sess 
Most dist 
too; and 


ei 
Making s 
when ‘hn 
Which 


y | 





14, 


have 
ecog. 
Cntle. 
Nay, 
AVE to 
eld, if 
they 
Say, 
of the 
Make 
€ COn- 
arms 
battle 
3,” 
Eup. 
Slate. 
On my 
ut be. 
repeat 
Mm ber, 
sSume 
ber of 
nD wag 
air as 
lamp. 
be fore 
Ccupy 
lowa, 
pense 
3 been 
range- 
| bear 


it, 

h one 
pose 
yOur- 
es, | 
made 
untry 
nstit- 
na of 
then- 
of the 
had | 
pying 
d me, 
Luge Ht 


of the 
ment, 
if any 
—for | 
> from 
did, | 


or and 


speech 

exact 
pa few 
gentle- 


umbus 
1k—al- 
of my 
t chair 
strious 
not be 
by,in 
n, ** ol 
closely 
istory, 
jritain, 
ict of 
., came 
yn this 
use. | 
s, for | 
rges of 


ny ume 


suppose 
n event 
Ly, who 
scende 

reply te 
ssachu- 
in from 
pperale, 
ng there 
arisens 








1964. 


— 





could no 
remarks 
jjonable, 
to reply to 


olution. X. My friend from Kentucky 

be. eee older man than myself; but 
joa muce yite as well posted in the history of 
ee as I happen to be at this time. 
that w ineuished man whose history is the his- 
tory of the nation came down from the Speaker’s 

ir during the Congress of 1812-13, nine dif- 
— times to make speeches, and at the next 
casien made six speeches more. 

Mr. MALLORY. Did he ever move to expel 

or? 
A me OLAX. The gentleman will have his 
cation in due season, if he will allow me to get 
vough with my remarks. Mr. Clay came down 
ay hechair and made nine different speeches at 
oie and six more at the next; and if the 
gentleman doubts it, let him go to that library and 
he will find it 18 80. They were on the side of 
his country, and in those speeches he did not 

hesitate about words. He used words which I 
shall not copy to-day. : 

Mr. DAWES. If my friend from_ Indiana 

roposes to ask the gentleman from Kentucky 

Mr. Mattory] to state what language of the ven- 
erable Josiah Quincy he feels justified in com- 

sting to the speech of the gentleman from Ohio, 
ivr. Lone,] | have nothing.to say. But unless 
he does that, I think it js due to the character of 
that distinguished gentleman that the member 
from Kentucky be called upon to state what lan- 
euge of Hon. Josiah Quincy, then a Repre- 
sentative upon this floor, justifies him in making 
the remarks he has made, 

Mr. MALLORY. Will my friend from Indi- 
ana yield to me for a momept? 

Mr. COLFAX. I will just this once; but am 
anxious for myfullhour. (Criesof ** Agreed!”’ 
on the Democratic side.]} 

Mr. MALLORY. 1 do not recollect the pre- 
cise words used by Mr. Josiah Quincy to which 
Mr. Clay took exception. 

Mr. COLFAX. Please be brief. 

Mr.MALLORY. If the gentleman will allow 
me to answer the gentleman from Massachusetts 
inmy own way, Lwilldo so. If not, I must de- 
cline to doso at all, 

Mr. COLFAX. I only asked the gentleman 
to be brief, but 1 take back the remark. 

Mr. MALLORY. I spoke from my general 
recollection of Mr. Quincy’s speeches. I re- 
member that in the specific speech to which Mr. 
Clay replied, he denounced the war then being 
waged by this country against Great Britain as 
causeless, as being hostile to the interests of 
Massachusetts, and as a war to which he and 
his people were opposed. That is my general 
recollection of the language to which I refer. I 
will not quote any newspaper excerpts from his 
speeches, but rely upon the statement | have made 
as to the general tenor of the remarks indulged 
in by himself and by other members from Massa- 
thusetts during that memorable discussion. 

Mr. DAWES. I do not desire to mingle in 
this debate at all, nor to consume the time of the 
gentleman from Indiana, but it is due to one of the 
purest, most venerable, and most esteemed patri- 
ols in this land that he should be vindicated from 
any such innuendo or covert attack as has been 
made by the gentleman from Kentucky. I know 
that he was opposed to that war, but that he was 
t lover of his country and a true patriotis as true 
as that the sun shines. 

Mr. COLFAX. Now,sir, I shall not get Ken- 
twcky and Massachusetts into collision again. 

Mr. MALLORY. The gentleman cannot get 
entacky and Massachusetts into collision. 

Mr. COLFAX. Iam very glad to hear it. 1 
meant the members from those States. 

have said that Mr. Clay came down from the 

‘aker’s chair, and made nine speeches in the 
fe session of the Twelfth Congress, and used 
= distinet and emphatic and partisan language, 

’ and, during the second session of that Con- 
Brees, he followed that up by coming down upon 

oor,as the Representative of his district, and 

was SIX Speeches more. That was the time 
can he had the debate with Mr. Quincy, to 
ih reference has been made. But if Mr. 
lucy had said—as he did not say—that he was 


ade by Mr. Quincy were very objec- 
ot Mr. Clay descended from the chair 
those remarks, but not to move a res- 
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willing to surrender the territorial integrity of this 
country; nay, more, if he had said, as did the 
gentleman from Ohio, that he was willing to allow 
a foreign Government to be planted upon our own 
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| ** the speech of the gentleman from Ohio was not 
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soil by traitors, building their traitorous fabric | 


upon the eaths they had forsworn, the impetuous 
old chieftain of Kentucky would undoubtedly have 
moved his expulsion on the spot, and the mem- 
bers of that Congress would have acceded to his 
mouon. 

The gentleman from New York across the way 
—itis not parliamentary to call members by name, 
but I allude to the gentleman who was once the 
mayorof New Yorkcity [Mr. Ferwanpo Woop] 
—alluded to my ‘‘ having descended to this glad- 
iatorial arenaas a partisan.’? The gentleman did 
not know the piace to which he was commis- 
sioned. This is now no * gladiatorial arena.”’ It 
may have been so in former times, when men with 
weapons in their hands sought to prevent others 
from expressing their sentiments, That day has 
passed away. This is the Hall where assemble 
the Representatives of the various States of this 
Union, but not as gladiators. They assemble here 
as gentlemen, as public men, as statesmen, to 
guard faithfully the interests of their country 
which are committed to their charge, and to which 
they are solemnly sworn before they enter upon 
their duties. I did not suppose that that gentle- 
man would indorse my resolution. He will not 
think it unkind of me for quoting from a speech 
made by him last autumn at Bergen, New Jersey. 
In that speech he said: 

“There is no such thing as rebellion under the institu- 
tions upon which the Government of this countryis founded. 
Suppose New York chose to seeede, who dare attempt to 
prevent lier? Virginia bas the same right as New York.” 
: : 7m . *“Itis the duty of the people now to 
refuse to give another man or another dollar for the pur- 
pose of carrying on the war,” 

**Suppose,”’ said the gentleman, **that New 
York chose to secede, who dare attempt to pre- 
vent her?”’ 

Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. Mr. Speaker—— 

Mr. COLFAX. I will yield if the gentleman 
will say that that is a mistake; but cannot yield 
for him to argue it. 

Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. I desire to say 
that it is not only a mistake, but that there is not 
the slightest foundation for the statement attrib- 
uted to me by the gentleman. 

Mr. COLFAX. I read it in the New York 
Herald, which I supposed was good authority; 
and find it copied in Harper’s Weekly lately. 
However, | take the gentleman’s word for it, as 
I always take the word of members here. He 
says his speech was incorrectly reported. Let it 
pass. 

My colleague from the Terre Haute district 
{[Mr. Voorness] also paid his respects to me. 
He declared himself in favor.of unlimited freedom 
of speech. It was a pretty broad assertion. If 
a man should rise in his place here and counsel 
the assassination of the President, would my col- 
league stand by his doctrine of unlimited freedom 
of speech? I sincerely trust he would not, And 
yet the inference and teachings of the speech of 
the gentleman from Ohio were not only to en- 
courage the assassination of the Republic, but 
to encourage the rebels to continue their assas- 
sination of the soldiers of the Republicalso. My 
colleague quoted the inculcations of the Saviour. 
To them I have always bowed with respect and 
as authority. But when we turn to the sacred 
record and look for the doctrine laid down by my 
colleague, that unlimited freedom of speech is 
divine and God-given, we find the Saviour himself 
limiting free speech, prohibiting and condemning 
profanity as contrary to His law. My*colleague 
had something to say also about the Helper book. 
That is an old story, dug up from the relics of 
the past. I was asked if | would give my name 
to recommend a book contrasting the industrial 
results of the North and the South, and I said yes. 
That is the whole of it. Among the supposed 
extracts read from the book in the ensuing cam- 
paign in Indiana, years ago, I found some which 
on examination proved to be forgeries, and my 
@onstituents reélected me, after all the charges, 
by over three thousand majority; so that that 
charge is barred out by the statute of limitations. 


Let it go. 
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The gentleman from New York, from the Utica 


district, 


Mr. Kerwan,} to whom we always 
listen wit 


interest, also criticised me. He said 


made in the presence of theenemy."’ 1 replied 
that it was, in the presence of both armies. Nay, 
more, it was made in the presence of the on-look- 
ing world, for it was not only published in the Con- 
gressional Globe, but an abs‘ract of its most im- 
ge points went onthe wires all over the land. 

yay, more, it has been borne through the lines of 
the enemy into the rebel camp, where, before 
now, it has given joy and exultation to ** the ban- 
ditti of man-stealers in Richmond.” Ithas gone 
forth to strengthen the rebels in their work and to 
make them feel they are right. 

It is contended by the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Kernan] that the speech of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio does not encourage sedition. 
Yes, sir, it does. The riots in New York city, 
in Illinois, and in other parts of the country have 
been encouraged by justsuch inculeationsas these, 
and unrebuked it would sow the seeds of more. I 
do not say that that result was intended, for we 
cannot look into the heart of any one; but there 
isthe speech; itspeaks for itself. The gentleman 
from New York also says that a member (and [ 
took down his words as they fell from his lips) 
**has the right, if in favor of the dissolution of the 
Union, to express it here; and if we expel him for 
it we would violate free discussion.’’ Idery that 
position. To advocate the triumph of the rebel- 
lion and the destruction of the Union is in defiance 
of the oath we have all taken. And to all this 
talk about Mr. Conway let it be remembered in 
reply that he was not then under the obligation 
of the new oath prescribed by the last Congress 
to forbid any such infidelity to our trust; and, os 
we all know, this is the first Congress in which 
members have been under the weighty obligations 
of this oath, so wide and broad in its scope and 
so Stringent in its patriotic requirements. The 
oath declares— 

“That [ have voluntarily given no aid, countenance 
counsel, nor encouragement to persons engaged in armed 
hostility to the United States; that I have not yielded a 
voluntary support to any pretended government, authority, 
power, or constitution withtn the United States hostile or 


inimical thereto.” 

And this is plainly a continuing oath, binding 
on us every day we sit here; so that if we violate 
it to-day we ought not to sit here, under that oath, 
to-morrow. Now comes the part of the oath 
which looks to what we shall do in the future: 

“That to the best of my knowledge and ability T will 
support and defend the Constitution of the United States 
against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will beas 
true faith and allegiance to the same,” &e, 

I deny that a man who is in favor of a disso- 
lution of the Union ean rightfully sit here under 
that oath. He does not bear true allegiance to 
the Government against all enemies, foreign and 
domestic, if he declares in favor of a dissolution 
of the Union. 

Mr. Speaker, it was gratifying to hear the gen- 
tleman from New Jersey [Mr. Rogers] speak of 
his devotion to the right of free speech. It is 
good to hear that his party is to be hereafter in 
favor of free speech. 1 pass over all the sad ree- 
ord of the past. Can we forget the virtual ex- 

ulsion of the venerable gentleman from Ohio, 
Santen R. Giddings, from these Halls for offering 
resolutions expressing his opinion as to whether 
American slavery did or did not exist in Ameri- 
ean ships on the high seas outside of our State or 
nationallimits? That wasall, He was censured 
for this expression by a vote of the House, but 
he felt that he was virtually expelled, and he re- 
signed. ‘That was done under the previoud® ques- 
tion. Can we forget the bludgeoning of the dis- 
tinguished Senator from Massachusetts, Mr. 
Sumner, in the other end of the Capitol, because 
he stood up there, and in debate spoke freely his 
opinions? Can we forget the Democratic votes 
in this Hall against expelling or censuring the 
members who had inflicted this barbarity upon 
him? Henceforth we are told we are to have a 
different creed in the Democratic party. Let us 
all hope gentlemen on the other side will not con- 
fine their new doctrine of free speech to those who 
shall speak in favor of a dissolution of the Union 
only, which seems just now exclusively the case. 

Mr. ROGERS. Task the gentleman to yield 
to me for a moment, 

Mr. COLFAX. 
time. 

Mr. ROGERS again rose, and was prevented 
from speaking by calls to “Order.” 


I cannot now, for lack of 
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Mr, COLFAX, 

from, the Cineinnati district, (Mr. Pexpaeron,) 
wig spoke so eloquently, as he always does, and 
I believe without ay me remark to myself— 
at least | heard none. 

Mr. ROGERS. Let me ask the gentleman a 
question. (Criesof ** Order!” “Order !’? from the 
Republican side of the een 

Mr. COLFAX. I would rather yield. But per- 
haps | cen anticipate the gentleman’s question. 

Mr. ROGERS. Was Mr. Giddings censured 
or expelled ? 

Mr. COLFAX. He was severely cénsared, 
wiuch he regarded, however, as @ virtual expul- 
sion, by a vote of 129 t0 65, about a two-thirds 
vote, and he resigned. e 

The geontiemnan from Ohio read from the New 
York Times. lam glad that gentlemen on the 
other side regard it as good authority to cite here, 
nnd hope they will regard it as such on all other 
questions, as its editorials now find such favor in 
theiv eyes, It spoke of the attempt to expel the 
gentleman from Ohio as **a disgrace and an out- 
rage.’’ Il eay to that paper and to this House, 
that if my course is a disgrace, you can fix: the 
brand on my forehead and 4 will wear it through 
life, nor do | want any prouder epitaph on my 
tombstone than that [dared fearlessly to stand up 
here and do my duty according to my convictions. 
{Grent applause] 

Mr. Speaker, I desire that the rules of the 
House forbidding applause should be obeyed. 
Gentlemen on the other side bave been dis- 
pleased with the galleries during the past tew 
days. We have sat here, sir, when those gal- 
jeries glowered with bate in their eyes upon those 
whospoke for freedom, and applauded to the echo 
those who spoke for slavery, and never were they 
cteared but once, to my knowledge. 
seemly in this House for the galleries to indulge 
in applause or censure of what occurs upon the 
floor; and | would rather have the “God bless 
'you”’ of some poor soldier’s widow who had seen 
in her desolate home thatd stood up for the cause 
for which her husband fell, or the **God bless 
you”’ of the soldier on his dangerous picket duty 
in front of our Army,guarding the sleeping host 
with hisown life, than the applause of these gal- 
leries, crowded as they are with talent, heroism, 
and beauty, 

The gentleman from Ohio, as wellas the New 
York ‘Times, compared the speech under review 
with that of Chatham’s,in the British Parlia- 
ment, when heopposed the war against the Amer- 
ican colonies. When he used the language which 
bas been quoted here, what was the war in 
which Great Britain was engaged? The prov- 
lnces upon this continent were then outlying and 
distant colonies of Great Britain; they were not 
integral parts of the Briush empire. Indeed, 
they went to war with the mother coantry at first 
because they were not; because they were taxed 
without represeatation. The manwho had risen 
m the British Parliament and advocated the rec- 
ogniuon of Canada during the ‘Patriot war,” 
or the reeogmuton of Lodia daring the Sepoy in- 
surrection, would not, I grant you, have been 
subject lo a resolution of expulsion. The cases 
ave not parallel with the one before us to-day, 
Let me present a parallel one. Suppose-an an- 
prowoked and wicked insurrection should break 
out in the southern counties of England, upon 
ihe very shores of the Briush Channel; suppose 
ihe people of those counties had gathered armies 
to mal@® war upon the nation; suppose they had 
taken possession of that sea-coast and had put 
out the eyes of commerce, the light-houses there; 
suppose that msurrection claimed the whole of 
the country from the Channel to the Thames, 
sevking to wake that river the boundary of anew 
and Losule nation, as it was formerly, before the 
lume of Alfred, and again in the seventh century, 
a boundary of one of the former subdivisions 
of the Brilish le; and then suppose that.a man 
had visen m the British Parliament, with its win- 
dows looking out upon the region thus claimed, 
and advocated the recognition of the nationality 
nnd independence of that insurrection: Lask you 
bow long, such a._man would have been allowed 
to remain in Parliament? 

The gentleman also says;that ** when our Con- 
stitution is dead, our liberties are gone.’’ His 
colleague says the Constitution 3s dead now. 
Then if you-believe him, our libertics are gone 
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But the gentleman says that we propose 
to expel his colleague from Ohio for words spoken 
in debate, and he talks about the freedom of 
speech. Sir, the reason for this expulsion is that 
those words show a complicity with this conspir- 
acy and a willingness that it shall triumph. Our 
oaths require us to maintain our Government, 
How can one legislate for its maintenance’ when 
he declares that 1% cannot be maintained, and*that 
it is dead already? 

My colleague from the Madison district [Mr. 
Harrincron} talked of my appearing here asa 
prosecutor. I thmk when Ihave agreed to allow 
the géntleman from Ohio to have the last word, 
when the rules allow me to close the debate, anu 
have done it willingly and not at the suggestion 
of any gentleman, | might have been spared that 
taunt, 

But, sir, the gentleman froin Missouri [Mr. 
Rois] on Tuesday evening gave me some in- 
structions. | thank him for them. I receive 
with all proper deference instructions from any 
gentleman who sees fit to constitute himself my 
schoolmaster. I know right well that I have 
much to learn, for every year we live we find that 
there is much tolearn. After informing me what 
ought and what ought not to be done, he said: 

* If the cause of the country can be shaken by any such 
speech as the one of the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr, Lone, ] 
it ought to be shaken,”’ 

It is to be hoped he will analyze that sentence 
and think over itand modify it before his printed 
speech goes tothe country. Forno reason ought 
the cause of the country to be shaken. He went 
on to say that the speech of the gentleman from 
Ohio was a most indiscreet, injudicious, and un- 
yatriotic Speech under the circumstances, but that 
o would not expel or censure him for it. Of 
course he would not. Although he heard the un- 
patriotic remarks of the gentleman from Mary- 
land [Mr, Hanats} he yoted against expelling 
him, and when the question came up on censuring 
that gentleman the vote of the member from Mis- 
souri was not found recorded either in the affirm- 
ative or negative. Of course, then, he would not 
vote either to expel or to censure the gentleman 
from Ohio. 

He said, furthermore, that the gentleman from 
Ohio had only followed the lead of Vallandigham. 
I have a witness upon that subject, the gentleman 
from the Columbus district of Olio, (Mr. Cox.] 
We have been asked why did we not move to ex- 
pel Vailandigham? I answer, in the language of 
the gentleman from the Columbus district, in thet 
yart of his. Saturday’s speech referring to Mr. 
Valland wham: 


‘*But [ will say this for him, that nowhere, here or at 
home, did be ever utter a sentiment or do an aet looking to 
the recognition of the southern confederacy. He said in 


-his place in this House, again and again, and quoted Mr. 


Calhoun’s opinions on the Mexican war in his justification, 
that he would not oppose the voting of men and money to 
earry on this war, the responsibility for which he did not 
covet nor bear. But, sir, he never would consent to a peace 
based wpon recognition.” 

He insists, you see, that Mr. Vallandi¢ham 
never advocated the recognition of the rebel na- 
tionality, which his present colleague so boldly 
avows. 

Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri, rose. 

Mr. COLFAX. Really I cannot spare the time, 
unless the gentleman says he has been misstated. 

Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri. 1 desire, with 
the permission of the gentleman, to say, in ex- 
planation of the sentence Which he has quoted 
from my remarks the other evening, that | do not 
believe that the expressions of ary man or that 
any speech from any individual in this House, 
however powerful he may be intellectually, can 
shake, for one moment, the strength and perma- 
nency of this Union. 

Mr. COLFAX. 1 understand the gew’ leman’s 
view; he stated it at some length the other even- 
ing. 1 insist that the uncondemned advocacy 
here of such views as those of the gentleman 
from Obio weakens, to tliat extent, the nation’s 
sacred cause. 

The gentleman from Hilinois [Mr. J.C. Attew] 
also spoke on this subject, and here are his words. 
fie said: , 

“Suppose his words do give aid and comfort to the 
enemy? Are we to exclude him for bis tights? It would 
be in contempt of our rules and of the Constitution.” 

Why, sir, what a doctrine is that! Thatif a 
gentleman’s words dogive aid and comfort to our 
enemies, we cannot, according to our rules or 
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wider the Constitution, do anythine «ca. 
Sir, after the utterance of tiie eame oom 
the debate, it must excite no wonder to oo = 
tlemen opposite with shields locked son od 
around the member from Ohio to nar r and 
and'to say that he shall have the pidge of 
vocating the recognition of treason on this @ od 
that he shail have the privilege of paralyze." 
energies of our. soldiers in de field by a 
them that their Government and Conetiz ‘ent 
dead; that he shall have th ivi an 
the privilege of nervine 
to new struggles ind to new energies the traitor... 
armies of the confederacy, which our own oe 
troops have been pressing closer and closer, besh 
upon the Atlantic seaboard and upon the Guir 
What support to our imperiled country is this! 
Ah! sir, what words of encouragemerit aro th ~ 
to go to the army of the Potomac, which ioe 
few days is to meet the énemies of the Republic 
in, perhaps, the Waterloo of this great dotnet. 
If we permit this, then lift your blockade, be. 
cause you are sending to the rebel camps wha 
willdo more to strengthen them than the mu 
nitions of war, which by that blockade you ct 
to exclude. 

Mr. Speaker, I must hasten on, lest my time 
should expire, unless indeed the House will ex. 
tend my time, as they have promised, to the leneth 
of the interruptions to which | have submitted 

Mr. COX. I object to the gentleman’s time 
being extended, unless I am allowed to make a 
personal correction. 

Mr. COLFAX. Iam surprised that the ob. 
jection should come from that side of the House 
after yielding to it over ten minutes of my time 
already on that express understanding, and con- 
ceded to the gentleman from Ohio the close after 
me. 

Mr. COX. The gentleman refused to yield to 
me after he had giygn way to others. 

Mr. COLFAX. was willing then and am 


| now to yield to the gentleman, and hope ail ob- 


jection will be withdrawn upon this side of the 
flouse. 

Mr. CRESWELL. No,sir; [ objected at the 
time, and | object now. 

Mr. COLFAX. [come now to the speech of 
the member from Ohio [Mr. Lowe] itself, and 
ain going to do it justice, quoting its very words 
asl comment on it. 1 pass over his allusion to 
the President’s ** coming through Baltimore under 
cover of night, disguised in a/plaid clouk and 
Scotch cap, lest, as was feared ly his friends, he 
might have received a warmer greeting than would 


| htuve been agreeable at the hands of the constit- 


ents of the gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. Da- 
vis.]”° He ‘ouglit to have said “at the hands 
of the enemies” of my friend. And it isto bere- 
gretted that when he alluded to that he could not 
have atleast rebuked, everfaintly, that plot which 
was the cause of the Chief Magistrate’s coming 
through Baltimore in that way. But the gentle- 
man is entitled to choose his own words. 

He then goes on to speak of the opening of this 
war, and says, afler the inaugaration: 

“A secret meeting of the Governors of a number of States 
was soon after held in this city. A selieme whs devised 
and a vessel sent out, under pretense of furnishing provis- 
ions to the troops with Major Anderson in Fort Sater, 
On arriving in Charleston harbor the, people of that clty 
fired upon the fort. "The telegraph bore the news to this 
city, and on its first mention to the President he exeltimed, 
‘finew they would do it;? which to my mind is conciuste 
that if was intended expressly for that purpose. 

“Thus, sir, was the war inaugurated.” 


Sir, it isscarcely necessary to vindicate the truth 
of history, except to sny that every one knows 
that it wasin January, 1561,two months before the 
inauguration of Mr. Lincoln, that the provision 
vessel intended to supply our troops in Fort Sum- 
ter, the Star of the West, was fired upon by the 
batteries on Morris island in Charleston harbor. 
Nay, more than that, we all know that when after 
that time, Mr. Lincoln stood upon the steps of 
this Capitol to take the oath which made hint the 
Chief Magistrate of this nation, although on the 
18th of February Jeff. Davis had declared a 
Monigomery that the day of compromise os 
passed, and that now the North must smell soulli- 
ern gunpowder and feel southern steel, Mr. ao 
coln, with a kindness of heart which did bene 
to him, said in repty, ‘* There shall be ee 
shed unless you yourselves commence It. - 
said it in the hope that their fell purpese = 
be set aside and that our country might not 
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ied to drink the bloody dregs of the cup of 

tut, sir, thirsting for blood, and ata 

when they eould have obtained possession 

: : Sumter in two days by the exhaustion 

- he supplies of 1te beleaguered garrison, — 
ng their batteries OD that fert—guns forge 

“the flowing folds of the stars and stripes, 

‘gained by men who had received their eduta- 
ae a the nation’s expense at West Point—guns 

sod atthe very heart af the American Republic. 
mee : even then was war declared on ourside. 
And oe the telegraph brought us the rejaicing 
- ae the rebel secretary of war, Walker, in 
4 “i ne declared that the next month would find 

“armies in this capital,and that by May they 

j dictate peace to us in ** Independence Hall 
would . 
p iladelphia,”’ then, and not till then, did Mr. 
Lincoln lay aside the olive-branch of peace and 
soneal to the people to draw the sword of war, 
‘ito save the country which they had committed 
= , charge. Then, and rfottill then, were sol- 
pw called for to resist the triumphal march of 
the rebel army already in the field, and armed 
with the nation’s guns sent to them by Floyd. 

Rut, sit, that is not the history of the opening 
of the war which the gentleman from Ohio gives. 
On theeontrary, in this paragraph he seeks to re- 

ve the assassins of his country from the dam- 
ning guilt of having plunged this country into the 
norrors of civil war. That cause, abliorred of 
man as it will be in the future, abhorred of God 
ys | believe it now is, that rebel cause, steeped in 
shameand scarred with crime, floating a flag black 
with treason and red with blood, the most wicked 
cause that ever outraged the justice of God or 
stained the annals of men, has had no such vin- 
dication before as it hasgnow in the speech of the 
gentleman from Ohio. 
~ But he goes on and says, speaking of these trai- 
tors 1n arms: 

“And now, sir, With such a prospect before them asithe 
sequel of submission, outlawry, disfranchisement, soeial, 
woral, aud political degradation, penury for themselves and 
theirchildren, decreed as their portion willthey throw down 
thelrarms and submit to the terms? Who shall believe that 
we free, proud American blood, whieh courses with as 
quick pulsation through their veins as our own, will not be 
wilied to the last drop tn resistance 2? : 

Why not send them an appeal to come back to 
their allegiance which they have forfeited and for- 
sworn? No, sir, that is not the appeal which 
comes from these walls torebelsin arms, On the 
contrary this member says for them, as if the 
wish was father to the thought, that they will 
spill the last drop of their blood in resistance! 

What does that mean? It means, that when 
they appear in arms against the soldiers of the 
Union they are to be justified and ee by 
such arguments in spilling their last drop of blood; 
and that means the murdering of your brothers, 
yourfathers,and your sons in the field, who are 
faithful to the allegiance which these traitors in 
arms have repudiated. 

Let me quoteagain from the gentleman, In the 
same column he sayss 
“ Gan the Union be restored by war? I answer most un- 

iigly and deliberately, No, never ; ‘ war ts final, eter- 

‘ep ation.” My first and highest ground of opposition 
lols funiber prosecution és, that it is wrong ; it is in viola- 
‘owes the Constitution, and of the fundamental principles 

ui Wiieh the Federal Union was founded.?? 

Mr. Speaker, that declaration that the war to 
save tbe nation’s life is ‘jn violation of the Con- 
suuition,”’ is the very echo of the language of 
Jeferson Davis himself. 

he gentleman goes on further; he refers to the 
vews expressed by, the distinguished gentleman 
rom Peansylvaniay (Mr. Srevens.) That gen- 
mao came here from hig sick-bed to repudiate, 
Le ane eloquence and emphasis, the idea 
oF ul had given his adherence to any such views; 
Ean eeane contrary, he claimed that we had the 
Joe ight te waron them,as foreign enemies, as 
Sel ed are, and as domestic traitors algo, 
7s more of the very language of Jeff. Davis 
‘Jound in the following extract from the gentle- 
Wan 8 speech; 


BY mee years? experieyce in attempting ‘by numerical 
a heed valtce and military prowess of one section exetted 
pn Soe other into sdbmission’ has’ convinced me 
deneene oughly that itis as selfyeontradi¢tory as it is 
ciples oy *} contradictory, hecause it violates the creat prin- 
hes modes government which ‘derive their just powers 
by its eyeie nce OF the governed,’ atid dangerous because 
; reise, expecially when wielded by a weak, vacil- 
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binia, ‘ed Woscropulous man, it destroys instead of main- 
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Then, if we wre * Violating the great principles 
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| he speaks of the amnesty. 


from us and set up a government of their oun? Are we not 


of free government,’’ the rebels are right antl we | 
are wrong, our soldiers must be murderers, and | 
we a conclave of tyrants when we vole money 
to keep them in the field. And.if I believed as 
does the gentleman from Ohio, 1 would not sit 
here with such associates a moment longer. 

The gentleman warms with his theme as he 
progresses, and says: 

“¢ Ff the time ever was when the Union could have heen re- | 
stored by war (which Ido not believe) it has long since been 
dispelled by emancipation, confiscation, amnesty, and the 
like proclamations, military orders annulliing State consti- | 
tutions, setting aside State laws, obliterating State lines, | 
and attempting to organize and set up a form of State gov. | 
ernment in their stead in which one man aut of ten who | 
shall turn abolitionist, take and subscribe an oath to exe- 


cute and obey the will of Abraham Livcola, whatever it |} * 


m@y be, shall govern and rule over the remaining uine who || 
refuse to become abolitionists.’ 


I cannot stop to expose at any length this per- 
version of the President’s plan, but draw atten- 
tion to this sentence in order toa show that the 
gentleman declares here that if ever the time was | 
when the Union could be restored by warorby any | 
other means, that time has passed on account of 
the emancipation proclamation, &c, Itneed only 
be said in regard to the President’s proclamation, 
that it is not anassumption of dictatorial powers, 
but their abdication. It transfers the care of the | 

- . ° 

State to the ballot-box of loyal citizens instead of 
ruling it by the bayonet, and his plan should not 
thus be perverted. Nay, more, the very oath 
which the President requires sets out that the 

ersons taking it shall not be bound by it if the 
Garces Court of the United States shall declare 
that proclamation unconstitutional. 

What wrong is there in that?. If that procla- 
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mation is constitutional and in force, then every 
good citizen should give it obedience; and if the 
highest court of-judieature shall declare it un- 
constitutional, then the oath will not rest upon 
them asingle moment. Butthe paragraph quoted 
can only be intended as an argument to these 
rebels not to return to their allegiance. Let us 
come to the concluding part of his speech where 
It will be seen that 
the objections to this speech do not rest on asin- 
gle paragraph, like the following resolution of- 
fered by the gentleman from Illinois in regard to 
the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. Harnrts,} 
but on the whole speech: 

‘*‘ Whereas Hon. Benjamin G. Harris, a member of the 
House of Representatives from the State of Maryland has, 
upon this day, used the following language, to wit: ‘The 
South ask you to let them live in peace; but, no, you said 
you would bring them into subjection. That is not done 
yet, and God Almighty grant that it never may be... Lhope 
you will never subjugate the South.’ And whereas such 
language is treasouable and a gross contempt of this louse : 
Theretore, 

* Beit resolved, That the said Benjamin G. Harris be 
expelled from this House.”’ 

After making a historical citation of Galileo, he 
says: 

‘© So it will be with the man who fs forced to take the 
amnesty oath, to save himself, bis family, and bis property 5 
he may take it, but in his heart he will detest and despisethe 
authorily that requires u.”’ 

Let the gentleman fram Ohio go out toward the 
front, and there he will find mea lurking in am- 
bush forthe purpose of murdering our brothers 
who stand as sentinels agaiust the advance. of the 
enemy. They are men who have taken the oath 
for, the purpose of ‘having the protectionof the 
Government, and obtaining supplies, sometimes 
for their starving families. ‘They ave farmers in 
daytime and guerrillas at night. Wahengur troops 
capture one of those men and prepare to. punish 
himasa skulking and foresworn murderer; hecan 
present the speech of the gentleman from Ohio 
and say, *‘ By the counsels of a speech, made in 
your Hal) which you refused, to rebuke, k was 
told if L was compelled to take this cath in my 
heart he would expect me tohate and despise the 
authority which requiredit.’’ Isthatadvice ** true 
allegiance to the Government,’’ and ‘* maintain- 
ing and supporting it agpinstall enemies, foreign 
and domestic?”’ 

But to go on, He says: 

* But, Mr, Chalrman, how do we stand intheeyes of the 
civilized world to-day in waging ¢ war of subjugation and 
conquest against the confederate States which have seceded 





inconsistent with all oun former acts?” Ihave sve: hot been 
early to adimit this proper with regard to others? There 
never was a people on the Jace of the.carth that demanded an 
independent gorérinent that did nofhare the sympathy of | 
the American people, and ought we now to sktink from the 
decttine we have Leen so wilking to cpylyte others?” 


Sir, if that means, amit says, 4o give ‘ aympa- 








brethren’’ of ‘ours. 
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thy" to traitors in atms, | refuse for one to send 
them sympathy ftom this Hall. But through and 
through, the speech is filled with these inculca- 
Lions, | Let us go still further down in the columa,. 
Phere is much more which there is not time to 
read. Let me ask your attention, however, to this 
significant confession of how long he has enters 
tained these views: 


‘* What our people desired in 1861, and whieh T honored 
though I vegarded as mistaken, was tke preservation of the 
Government and the retention of our jurisdiction of the whole 
territory.” 

From 186] tikhnow he has regaeded ‘* the preger- 
vation of the Government and the retention of our 
jurisdiction of the whole territory’’ as a misiuke, 
Why did not the gentleman say,so when, io. the 
month of December, he came here.and took an oath 
that he would bear true faith and allegiance to the 
United States against all enemies, foreign and do- 
mestic? If he regarded the preservation of the 
Government and the Union, and its retention of 


jurisdiction oyer the whole country as an error, 


then he could not, it seems to me, honorably take 


| that oath, which requires true faith and allegiance 


to the whole Union and hostility to all its epe- 
mies. We must pass rapidly over these things. 


| He goes on to say: 


“The great object of our Government should be to de- 


| velop and cultivate the internal resources of those fi tently 


to its jurisdiction, rather than to extend it over hostite an 
fureign peoples.”” 

No, sir; the great object of our Government is 
to maintain to the latest syllable of recorded time 
our government Over every foot of lahd which 
belongs to this Union, every rood and iota of it. 
[t is doubly sacred now; sacred by the sufferings 
and death of those who established this Union; 
sacred by the blood that has flowed upon every 
battle-field, and by the graves of our soldiers scat- 
tered all over the sunny South, Jackson did not 
say in 1832 that we must yield the Union at the 
demand of “ hostile people,’ but that ** the Union 
must and shall be preserved.’’ 

He says further: 

“The words Shiloh, Antietam, Gettysburg, Murfrees- 


boro’, Richmond, Vicksburg, and Port Donelson are words 


of division and disunion.’’ 


Oh, no, sir; they are bonds of union. ‘They 
are battle-fields we can never surrender, For 
again, sir, our noble banner, not a star dimmed, 
not a stripe erased, shall wave over every battle- 
field and court-house and spire throughout the 
entire South, with none to bate do it despite or 
dishonor. 

The gentleman from Ohio gives us his coungel 
as he draws toward a close, as follows; 

‘ Mr. Chairman, these lessons of bistory are full of warn- 
ing and example. Much better would it have been for us 
in the beginning, much better would it be for us now, to con- 
sent to a division of our magnificent mnpire and cultivate 
amicable relations with.our estranged brethren, than to seek 
to hold them to us by the power of the sword.” 

What a summing upisthis! Weshould *con- 
sent to a division of our magnificent empire, and 
cultivate amicable relations with, our estranged 
brethren.?’ Nota word of condemnation for the 
fiends who have eovered the land with slaugiiter. 
No syllable of sympathy for a bleeding epuntry, 
The dead and wounded, fallen on a hundred bat- 
tle-fields, grappling with the banded murderers 
of liberty, arouse no sensibility. But these’ in- 
grates and parricidés are our ‘festranged breth- 


| ren,?? toward whom we should fvel * amitable,;’* 


We have all heard before of’ these “estranged 
On the bloody field of Bull 
Run our heroic soldiers, who hdd laid down their 
lives for the eountty founded by Washington, 
were dug up from their graves by these ‘our 
“ brethren,’ their skulls Converted into drinking- 
cups, and their Hones inte ornaments to be paraded 
throughout the South. Nay, more. Often this 
winter J have met at'my own residence here and 
elsewhere in Washington a gallant young officer, 
whose heroism, though costing him 4 limb, had 
won for him honorable fame. How he was beloved 
by those whoknew him'youalfdo know. Manly, 
warm-hearted, brave in battle, and generous In 
victory, with a patriotiem and devotion worthy 
of himself, he left’here with q heart full of sym- 
pathy for his galladt comrades pining in the priv 
ons of Richmond, and forgotthat he was crippled 
in the trying day and night rides of Kilpatrick's 
raid. on the rebei capital, Eb ailude to Colonel U!- 
ric Dahigren, young in years, but oveof nature’s 
noblemen i deeds He wasanbushed and slag 
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Our “ estranged brethren,’’ with whom wé are 
to cultivate ** amicable relations,’’ who are allinthe 
right, while we are all in the wrong, left his dead 
body in the road to be eaten by hogs; and when 
at last it had been buried in the field near which 
he fell, they dug it up and carried itto Richmond, 
and after exhibiting it like barbarians, his remains, 
which death might have saved from insult, were 
tumbled into some unknown pit,and the Richmond 

apers declared with fiendish and malicious re- 
joicing that he had died the death and received the 

yurial of a dog! Contrast this with our treatment 
of O. Jennings Wise, Garnett, Zollicoffer, &c. 
These men, whose hate ends not at the grave, 
are our “estranged brethren,’’ with whom the 
gentleman from Ohio tells us we are to cultivate 
“amicable relations,” besides dissolving our 
Union at their command. Sir, I felt it to be my 
duty to ask the House whether they would send 
the member’s speech abroad to the country with- 
out expressing their solemn condemnation of it 
in this fearful hour of our nation’s peril. Those 
who vote against rebuking it may take that re- 
sponsibility. 

If you wish to know more of these “ estranged 
brethren” go with me to Belle Isle, and there re- 
ceive the hospitalities which they award to pris- 
oners of war. The picture is too saddening and 
fearful to dwell upon. If you want to sce more, 
then go to East Tennessee, where women, for 
loving the Union, have been outraged so that they 
longed for the day of their death as they did for 
the day of their bridal, and where Union men 
have been hanged by the neck for no other crime 
than fidelity to that allegiance to which all of us 
here are sworn. Shall we cultivate ‘*amicable 
relations’’ with such men as these? No, sir, the 
sword of the Government will never be sheathed 
except over the grave of treason. But the gentle- 
man goes on to say: 

“Those elements of union which Mr. Adams described 
have, by the process of time, been destroyed. Worse, yea, 
worse than that, Mr. Chairman, I am reluctantly forced to 
the conclusion that in attempting to preserve our jurisdic- 
tion over the southern States we have lost our constitutional 
form of government over the northern. 

“What has been predicted by our wisest and most emi- 
nent statesmen has come to pass; ingraspingat the shadow 
we have lost the substance ; in striving t» retain the casket 
of iiberty in which our jewels were confined, we have lost 
those pocorn muniments of freedom Our Government, 
as all know, is not anything resembling what it was three 
years ago; there is not one single vestige of the Constitution 
remaining ; every clause andevery letter of it has been vio- 
lated, and I have no idea myself that it will ever again be 
respected; revolutions never go backward to the point at 
which they started.” 

If there is no Constitution left, what did the 
gentleman swear to support when he stood at that 
desk? If there was not a vestige of the Consti- 
tution remaining, then his oath was, in his own 
opinion, a nullity and a dead letter, and he knew 
that when he took it. He says further: 

* To preserve a republican form of government under any 
constitution, under the lence of the doctrines now in 
vogue, is clearly impossible. These convictions of the com- 
plete overthrow of our Government are as unwelcome and 
unpleasant to me as they are to any member of this House.”’ 

* * * o *. 7. 7 . 


“] shall not, in these remarks, recur to the unpleasant 
and acrimonious controversy of who is responsible for the 
death and destruction of our Repubiic.”’ 

Sir, if that Constitution is dead, if the Republic 
is dead and destroyed as he states, if the Govern- 
ment is overthrown as he avars, there is no other 
eonstitution left in this land save the Montgomery 
constitution framed by these rebels. _The gentle- 
man does not tell us that, but he says that a gov- 
ernment has been organized there, and we all 
know they claim they have a constitution, With 
the recognition of the traitor government, we rec- 
ognize their“ constitution’’asan existing factalso. 
And ours being all destroyed, as he says, that one 
will be the only living one on these shores. Are 
gentlemen on the other side ready to say that this, 
too, should not be condemned most severely here / 

But when he asserts that the Constitution is 
destroyed, | answer him from the speech last Sat- 
urday of his colleague, [Mr.Cox.] Said that gen- 
tleman: 

** What is the life of the nation, sir, of which we hear so 
much? || know no other life of the nation except that in- 
earnate in the written Constitution, which protects prop- 
erty, person, home, conscience, liberty, and life. ‘Take 
away these, and there is no nation. Society is stagnant 
and dead,’? 

And then, after this declaration that the life of 
the nation is incarnate in the Constitution, and that 
it protects ull of us and all our rights, he goes on 
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| detestation, adequate tu express the moral leprosy and trea- 


| FIELD,] that he would under certain circumstances 


| under certain circumstances he would “ blast the 


attainable upon the basis of union and reconstruction. 


| ment of the independence of the South as an independent 


| the gentleman’s time. 
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to say that “‘ under no cireumstances conceivable to our honorable Speaker tdi peneana be 


by the human mind, would he ever violate that || hour, and it is too late to object now 
Constitution for any purpose,” and applieg his || The SPEAKER pro tempore. He h 
reasoning on these two points, as follows: | ceeded beyond his hour seven minutes 88 pro- 
“Tf there be any man inthis Chamber who holds or utters Mr. ANCONA. No time was indie 

any other sentiment in reference to the Constitution and Mr. ELDRIDGE. e was to } ated, 
his oath than this which I have anpenenet I ana 9 nies as | time he wished ‘ave all the 
language has no term of reproach, and the mind no idea o The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
| from Ohio [Mr..Lone} has the floor 

Mr. J.C. ALLEN. I wish it to be dia: 

€ distinet| 

_ understood that I am no party to this objecti 
= = the gentleman from indiana “ 

Mr. CHANLER. I wish to 
ea of the matter, assume the whole 

r. COLFAX. And I am willj 

man shall assume the whole jeloadion ‘tes 

Mr. LONG. I appeal to my friend from 
York to extend the courtesies of the House 
re oe a allow him to finish his nea 

ope he will do it from cansiderati i 
to myself. sone Pereoual 

Mr. COLFAX. Let me end this discugsio 
No repentant concession of th eae 

pet ion e member from New 
York will I accept. [Applause.] 

Mr. CHANLER. I simply want to s4 
I desire to yield to the request of m 
Ohio. (Loud shouts of ‘Order!’’) 

Mr. LONG. I regret this occurrence ye 
much. 1 had hoped thatthe gentleman from Indi- 
ana would be allowed two hours, if he wished, and 
I regret very much that this objection has been 
made by my friend from New York. 

Before proceeding, I will ask unanimous con. 
sent of the House that the gentleman from Indi- 
ana be allowed to print the balance of hi@speech. 

Mr. COLFAX. Thegentleman-from Indiana 
prints no words that he does not utter here, and 
especially none in regard to a matter like this, 
The gentleman makes the proposition in courtesy, 
but I cannot consent to it myself. 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I should have been 
glad to be relieved from the necessity of making 
any remarks upon this most extraordinary oc- 
easion. I should have preferred not to address 
the House on a matter so personal to myself; but 
the extraordinary circumstances by which I find 
myself surrounded, the peculiar manner in which 
this discussion has been conducted, and the im- 
portance of the occasion to me individually, seem 
to demand that I should make a brief response to 
some of the remarks which have been made by 
gentlemen on the opposite side of the House. 

Sir, | was surprised when I entered the doors 
of this Hall on Saturday last. The first sound] 
hearg@ was the clear shrill voice of the Clerk read- 
ing aresolution for my expulsion. 1 was amazed 
when I learned that the Speaker of this House 
had left his exalted position and moved that reso- 
lution. Nor was I less astounded when I heard 
the speech which he made in its support. 

I do not complain of his having offered the reso- 
lution. I donot propose to arraign him for having 
offered it. I shall indulge in no personalities to- 
ward him, or toward any gentleman on this floor. 
Let me say now that, with one or two exceptions, 
I have been treated by all who have participated 
in this debate with regard and consideration; and 
whatever may be the result of the vote which the 
House is about to take upon the question of per- 
mitting me longer to occupy a seat here, 1 shall 
always recur with gratification to the manner in 
which | have been referred to personally in the 
course of this discussion. 

My acquaintance with the gentlemen on the 
other side of the House is limited. There are 
but few of them, comparatively, with whom I 
have become intimate. Butall of them, with few 
exceptions, have referred to me in terms of " 
spect and kindness. They have not impugne 
my motives; they have not found fault with the 
manner in which I have expressed an 

Now, sir, for what am I arraigned, for whatam 
I on trial? In what have I offended, that | amno 
longer to be regarded as worthy of membership 
in this body? In what, that! am an unfit assoc 
ate of gentlemen on this floor with whom I have 
been so pleasantly connected for the last four 
months? What is it? Have I done aught incon 
sistent with that honorable a. to which wd 
constituents elected me? Have | conducted 2 
self on this floor ina manner unbecoming the s 
nity of a Representative of the people? roe | 
been indecorous or disorderly, or in an unseemy 


yond hig 












The e 
son couched in his language and clinging to his soul.”’ 8 ntleman 


His colleague, [Mr. Lone,] as shown just now, 
** holds and utters another sentiment in reference 
to the Constitution,’’ when he declares that it is 
dead, destroyed, nota vestige of it remaining; and 
I leave him to the denunciation of his own col- 
league, [Mr. Cox.] 

Mr. COX rose. : 

Mr. COLFAX. I cannot yield, having quoted 
the gentleman’s own words from his speech, and 
having but little time left. 

Mr. COX. That language of mine was used, 
as the gentleman will see if he reads the context 
properly, with direct reference to a remark made 

y my colleague who sits near him, [Mr. Gar- 





New 


overleap the barriers of the Constitution, and also 
with reference to a remark made bY one of the 


y that 
gentleman’s own colleagues, [Mr. Jutian,] that 


y friend from 
Constitution.’? 1 said that was moral treason. 

Mr. COLFAX. Sir, I am quoting the gentle- 
man’s own emphatic language of denunciation and 
reading from his own speech. I avoid the use of 
language of that kind myself, batam applying his 
language, intended, itis true, for others, to the sen- 
timents just quoted from his coHeague’s speech. 

But the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Lone, ] after 
all this argament, at last boldly declares for rec- 
ognition of rebel independence and nationality 
as his choice of all alternatives remaining to us, 
And here are his words: 

 [ de not share in the belief entertained by many of my 
political friends on this floor and elsewhere, that any peace is 
If the 
Democratic party were in power to-day I have noidea,and 
honesty compels me to declare it, that they could restore 
the Union of thirty-four States. My mind has undergone 
an entire change upon that subject; and I now believe there 
are but two alternatives, and they are either an acknowledg- 


nation, or their complete subjugation and extermination as 
a people, and of these alternatives { prefer the former. 

“Mr. Chairman, [take liule or no interest in the discussion 
of the question which many of my political friends would 
make an issue, as to how this war shall be prosecuted, its 
manner and object. I regard that as worse than trifling 
with the great question. I do not believe there can be any 
prosecution of the war against a sovereign State ander the 
Constitution, and { do not believe that a war so carried on 
ean be prosecuted so as to render it proper, justifiable, or 
expedient. .4n unconstitutional war can only be carried on 
in an unconstitutional manner,’ &c., &c. 


Before I proceed to comment on this extraor- 
dinary declaration, let me understand if my time 
is to be extended, as has been promised when I 
yielded to these repeated interruptions from the 
other side. 

Mr. CHANLER. I object to any extension. 

Mr. COLFAX. I expected the objection would 
come from that side of the House, although | have 
voluntarily given the gentleman from Ohio an 
hour after me, which he had no right to claim. 
But I ask no favors. . 

Mr. COX. I claim the right to withdraw the 
objection | made a while ago to the extension of 


Mr. COLFAX. Mr. Speaker, I shall resume 
my seat and submit the case to the House. 

Mr. LONG obtained the floor. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE, I rise to a point of order. 
I believe the understanding was that the gentleman 
from Indiana was to have all the time he desired. 

Mr. COLFAX. I will not accept any exten- 
sion of my time while gentlemen upon this floor 
object, as I saw the gentleman from New York 
{Mr. See i 

Mr. McKINNEY. The gentleman yielded 
seven or eight minutes of his time to this side at 
the House. Now I hope he will go on. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. [t was distinctly under- 
stood on this side of the House that he was to 
have that right. 

Mr. DAWSON. I think the gentleman ought 
to be allowed to proceed without interruption, 
and I trust there will be no objection from this 
side of the House. 

Mr. ANCONA. I rise to a point of order. 
Unanimous consent was given, as I understood, 
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occupied the time or asked the attention 
a Have I committed any crime? 
icharge has been broughtagainst 
But on the contrary I have been highly com- 
‘ed for the manner in which I have ex- 
| my opinions. 





ant 
. the House? 


No, sit » ho sucl 
me. 
plimente 


Pw hat, then, is the offense for which I am ar- 


gned and to be expelled from this floor? It is 
ral 


this: . ? 
when we are engaged in a war of such magni 


fe, involving such vast consequences, affecting 
oat ‘aly ourselves and our constituents but the 
ne J 
ae hour, when we have an Army in the field 
which for numbers, prowess,and expensive equip- 


ment is unequaled in the history of the world; | 


at this hour,when the war has lasted three years, 


and when we are daily called upon to vote ap- | 


ropriations of both men and money for its fur- 

ther continuance; when We are ur, ed to harass 
he people by heavier and multiplied taxation, 
and to drag them from their homes by repeated 
conseriptions; that in this hour, believing that a 
further continuance of the struggle will not only be 
fruitless but as destroy the Republic; 
and with it the liberties o the people, exercising 
my right as the Representative of a free constit- 
yeney, moved solely by a desire to prevent an 
unnecessary and therefore wicked waste of treas- 
are and a further effusion of blood in what I 
jcom to be a fruidess struggle; moved solely by 
my desire to preserve the liberties of the people 
and to aintain the principles and form of our 
Government, even if we could not preserve all its 
werritory, having no sympathy with and no de- 
sire to aid its enemies, [ have spoken my honest 
convietions according’ to the ability which God 
has given me. 

That isthe sum and substance of my offending. 
[have gathered together materials which the mas- 
ter-workmen of the Republican party have pre- 
pared ready for my use. I wasnot obliged to go 
either to the quarry or to the forest for my mate- 
isl, I found it already prepared by the hands of 
skillful and experienced workmen, and without 
the use of ax, hammer, or any tool of ironI have 
joined ittogether; the workmanship is that of the 
leaders of the departed and living statesmen of 
your party, and the leading journals which mold 
and shape Republican opinion. I have justified 
my position by the authority of those master- 
workmen, the statesmen of the old Whig and Re- 
publican parties. They have prepared the mate- 
rials for me, shaped them in the most delicate 
manner, and with the utmost skill, and with the 
greatest powers. They have supplied the argu- 
ments which [ collected and from which I drew 
certain conclusions and presented them to the 
House. Why, sir, I have studied the statesmen 
whose political sentiments you profess. I have 
uoted from your present Chief Executive, from 
the Secretary of State, from men in authority of 
equal ability. They have maintained certain prin- 
ciples in regard to the administration of the gov- 
ernment in time of war and the coercion of States, 
and from them I have drawn my conclusions, 
They forced themselves upon my mind, and I 
could not resist them. They were that two alter- 
haves only remained to us; neither of them is 
agreeable tome, but between them I must choose, 
tnd for choosing that which I believed to be the 
least fruitful of evil I am to be expelled from this 

ouse, 

Now, gentlemen, I ask you to approach that 
eee with care and deliberation. I ask you, 

ore you pass a vote of expulsion or censure 


upon me,*to consider the circumstances in which | 


Weare placed and by which we are surrounded 


to-day. It isan important occasion. 1 expressed 


ny convictions; my colleague (Mr. Garrrecp] | 


replied to me immediately. Man 
Reade did not agree al They have taken 
— to say so. My colleagues on this side 
ae few exceptions, hastened to express 
a issent. ‘They were ae to confirm my 
a ment that | did not undertake to speak for 
. m. { may be in error. My judgment and 
Melence tell me that I amnot. { may not look 


at the creat t oe ; 
keds . phy in its true light, 1 have 


of my own 


libe : ; = 
Possible, the a rately in order to discover, if 


dto which it wastending. I have 

uid een conclusions. I believe there are but 
lieyi es to which this war can lead; and so be- 
"6 independently as.a Representative of the 


that in this hour of our country’s peril, | 


| 
of free government throughout the world; 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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people, honestly and candidly as a man, over- || men upon this side 


come by a sense of duty to my country and re- 
sponsibility to my God, I have deliberately, court- 
eously, and gentleman say with great circum- 
spection, expressed my convictions to the House. 
They commend my manhood and candor; they 
award me credit for having spoken my honest 
convictions; but they dissent from my conclusions, 
That is my offense. 

Gentlemen, if there is anything in that, if there 
is any blame to be attached to me for having thus 
uttered my convictions, then the God who made 
me ard gave me utterance, and gave me the im- 
pulse to say openly what I believe firmly, is to 
blame, instead of myself. I declared the delib- 
erate conviction of my judgment, I declared the 
deliberate conclusion of my mind; and having 
listened with attention to the arguments of gen- 
tlemen, I have not yet heard one which has moved 
me from my position. I may be in error. If 
you are still further to govern us, I trust, for my 
country, that [ may be. But do not, gentlemen, 
trifle with the country. If I am wrong, convince 
me. Do not, in this hour, gratify partisan aspi- 
rations at the expense either of our country or of 
truth. The-gentleman from Missouri (Mr. Rot- 
LINs} sees in this movement what I have thought 
lalso very clearly discerned. He says that it 
was designed to make party capital, and that the 
effort is more to see how much can be made out 
of it fur the next campaign than to arrive at just 
conclusions. He told you that it isall party and 
no word for the country; all party, from the in- 
troduction of the resolution to the hour we are 
going to vote on it. He isthe only gentleman on 
the other side of the Chamber who discussed and 


combated the principles and arguments of my | 


speech. He did it in a courteous, dignified, and 
statesmanlike manner; but while I respect him, L 
must say that he has failed to change my convic- 
tions, Cmay be wrong. I believe f am right. I 
have not one word to retract, 
as strong, my judgmentas firm as when on Friday 
I gave utterance to my sentiments. 

What, sir, is the position on which I stand? 
Let me call your attention for a few moments.to 
the means by which I arrived at my conclusions, 
I built upon the foundation laid by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. ae Asso much 
has been said on the subject, | will read a short 
paragraph from his speech. He says: 

“Some think that these States are still in the Union and 
entitled to the protection of the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States.” ° - S - = we 

* Others hold that having committed treason, renounced 
their allegiance to the Union, discarded the Constitution 
and laws, organized a distinct and hostile government, and 
by force of arms have risen from the condition of insurgents 
to the position of an independent Power de facto, and having 


been acknowledged as a belligerent both by foreign nations | 


and our own Government, the Constitution and the Union 


are abrogated so far as they are concerned, and that as be- | 
tween the two belligerents they are under the laws of war | 


and the laws of nations alone, and that whichever Power 
conquers may treat the vanquished as conquered provices, 
and may impose upon them such conditions and laws as it 
may deem best.”’ ah ae 5 . : ¥ . 

*¢ But it is said that this must be considered a contest with 
rebel individuals only, as States in the Union cannot make 
war. That is true so long as they remain in the Union. 
But they claim to be out of the Union, and the very fact 


My convictionsare | 


| 





that we have admitted them to be in a state of war, to be 
belligerents, shows that they are no longer in the Union, 
and that they are waging war in their corporate capacity, | 


under the corporate name of the confederate States, and that 
such major corporation is composed of minor corporations 
called States acting in their associated character.”’ 

* * * * * + * + * . 


« When an insurrection becomes sufficiently formidable | 
to entitle the party to belligerent rights, it places the con- | 


tending Powers ou precisely the same footing as foreign na- | 
. 


tions at war with each other.’’ ® * ® * 


‘* No one acquainted with the magnitude of this contest | 
Fornearly three 


ean deny to it the character of acie!l war. 


years the confederate States have maintained their decla- | 


ration of independence by force of arms.” ™ * * 


“ What, then, is the effect of this public war between | 


these belligerent, these foreign nations? Before this war 
the parties were bound together by a compact, by a treaty 
called a ‘Constitution.? ‘They acknowledged the validity 
of municipal laws mutually binding on each. 
has cut asunder all these ligaments, abrogated all these obli- 
gations.”’ 


These are the remarks of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, word for word, and which were 


This war | 


referred to by the gentleman from Indiana [Mr., | 


1 adopted 


ceenan as if | were their author. 
have simply followed in the lead ofthe 


them. 


distinguished leader of the Republican party. I | 
drew my conclusions from the speech of the gen- | 


tleman from Pennsylvania, which 1 have not 











] of the House have denounced 
him for it; and I know some gentlemen upon that 


side oMhe House have disagreed with him. Yet 


|| L have not heard ofa resolution being introduced 


for the expulsion or censure of that gentleman. 
He and | agree. These States are out of the 
Union; they have established an independent gov- 
ernment de facto; they have maintained their 
declaration of independence by force of arms for 
three years. For three years they have so pros- 
digo he war that by the laws of war and the 
laws of nations they have cut asunder all the hg- 
aments and abrogated all the obligations whic 
bound them to us under the Constitution. He 
and I agree inthatopinion, If you condemn me, 
Lask you to be consistent and condemn your dis- 
tinguished leader. I might not have been brought 
to that conclusion had not the argument been 
placed before me by the leader of the Republican 
party on this floor. If, gentlemen, you censure 
me for putting myself in position with him you 
must, to be consistent, censure us both. “ Be 
just, though the heavens fall.’’ Rise above party. 
If the same words were uttered upon that side of 
the House as those for which you condemn me, 
make no difference between me and the member 
of the Republican party who uticred them; cons 
sistency is a jewel. If you must have a vietim, 
if it is necessary that censure should attach somes 
where, censure us both; we stand on the same 
ground; we uttered the same language and hold 
the same opinion as to the condition of the con- 
federate States. 

He goes further than I] do. He is for waging 
war against the confederate States as a foreign 
nation for conquestand subjugation. Lam against 
it; the difference is purely a question of policy, 
which isalwaysa legitimate subject of discussion 
in a legislativeassembly. 1 believe that if a war 
of subjugation could be successfully prosecuted 
against the confederate States as a foreign nation, 
and we held and governed them as conquered prov- 
inces by the exercise of the coercive power of the 
Government, the effect would be to destroy the 
principies of the Union between all the States 
North as well as South, and establish an absolate 
despotism upon the ruins of the liberties of the 
people; and believing this, lam not willing to sac- 
rifice our republican form of Government for ter- 
ritorial aggrandizement and the establishment of 
a despotism. 

Now, in another part of my speech, I have 
quoted from the New York Tribune, from the 
great leading republican paper of my district, the 


| Cincinnati Commercial, from the Columbus Jour- 


nal,and from a number of papers which I will not 
enumerate here. I did not give to the Hoyse what 


| those papers said, but | extracted from them the 


materials which [| used in coming to my con+ 
clusion. I will now ask the Clerk to read some 
extracts which were published in the Cincinnati 
Commertial m 1861. That paper is published in 
my city, and is more influential in molding Repub- 
lican opinion in my district than any other paper 
published in the State. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

*< War for the subjugation of the seceders would be un- 
wise and deplorable. There is no province in the world, 
conquered and held by military foree, that is not a weak- 


ness to its master. Many of the English colonies have 
drained England of her wealth. The English people are 


|| now eaten up with taxation to hold distant possessions in 


military subjection, and carry on her world-wide system of 
fillibustering, which has for centuries been a national pas- 
sion. The wars, which are visited upon her in her mon- 
strous national debt, were oecasioned by the pride of her 
aristocracy and the inteigues of her politicians, and were 
not, with an exception or two, in the interest of her peo- 
ple. India, upon whieh she bas lavished her strength, and 
which is the most magnificent trophy of wars of conquest 
held by any nation, is an incumbrance to her to-day. Al- 
giers is a costly and unprofitable appendage of France, 
Venetia is the weak spot of Austria, and the life’s blood of 
the empire is drained to hold that territory, which is abso- 


| lutely worthless to the Austrians, aud’fetters her armies in 
| the Quadrilateral. The history of the world certainly proves 


that it is not profitable to govern a people without their 
consent.’ 


‘The logical lesson of this fact in this country is that 


| if there are two nations here who have been living in an 


unnatural union, they should, for the benefit of one or both, 
be separated. We do not entertain the opinion that a 
forced alliance between antagonistic nationalities has ex- 
isted in the Union which our fathers made. We believe, 
whatever the difference in domestic institutions, in tem- 
perament, insoil and climate, and in ideas of local govern- 
ment, to be found within the limits of the land, that each 
interest was secure within the Union, and that all seetiong 
were wore prosperous and happy within than they can be 


. | without the Union.” 
heard him take back. 1 know that some gentle- || 


“ The dream of an ocean bound republic, which has been 
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so yrateful to Young America, we yet hope to sce realized ; 
but in the inewn tithe there ts rom for teweral flourishing 
nations on thigcoutinenl; andthe sun will shine asbrightly 
and the rivers run as cleas—the cotton-fields will be as 
wiilte und the wheat-fields as golden—when we acknowl- 
edge the southern confederacy as before. We would not 
widervalue the Union, Ht has ininistered to our national 
pride as well as to the prosperity of the whole country. 
But when itis gone, we still have our fruitful and inviting 
soil and clime, our seat? and channels of commerce, and 
the unequaled capacity of the people for productive labor.” 

** We are not in favor of blockading the southern coast, 
We are not in favor of retaking by foree the property of 
the United States now in posseskion of the secedert: We 
Would recognize the existence of a government formed of 
all the seceding States, and attempt to cultivate amicable 
relations with it.” 

Mr. LONG. Those articles, as I said before, 
appeared inthe Cincinnati Commercial, the lead- 
ing Republican paper of my own State. There 
appeared also at the same time a series of articles 
in the Columbas Journal, published in the capital 
of my State, The articles in the Commercial ap- 
peared immediately following an interview which 
took place between the proprietors of that paper 
and the present Sccretary of the Treasury, S. P. 
Chase, and at the time they were attributed to 
that distinguished gentleman. 

} will not detain the House by referring to the 
othor extracts, but as | said before I found these 
materials adjusted by the hands of askillful work- 
rman for my use. I chose to go to the leaders of 
the Republican party rather than draw from what 
had been written and said by my own party, feel- 
ing that thereby my position would be more im- 
pregnable against the assaults of my opponents. 
$ was unwilling to believe that the Republican 
party would repudiate the utterances of its own 
great statesmen, leaders, and principal journals, 
but from demonstrations made on this floor for 
the Jast few days I am led to the conclusion that 
I was most sadly mistaken. 

L caution you, gentlemen, on that side of the 
Chamber to approach the subject carefully. It 
will be the worst record for you that you can pos- 
sibly make if you now repudiate these principles. 
You have before avowed them, and I predict here 
te-day you will be driven to avow them again be- 
fore another President shall have been inaugurated 
om the 4th of March, 1865. I warn you, gentle- 
men, that in voting to expel me from this Hall, 
or in volung censure upon me for uttering these 
sentiments Which have been avowed by your own 
leading statesmen and newspapers, you are doing 
that which will ultimately subject yourselves to 
a worse odium thin that which you are seeking 
to fasten upom me. Events are progressing rap- 
idly; we know mot what a day may bring forth. 
ido not, in saying this, mean in any degree to in- 
timidateany gentleman, or prevent him from vot- 
ing as his judgment dictates; but regardless of 
consequences to myself | make the prediction that 

ou will rue this day, that you will seek to ob- 
iterate this record before we shall havedissolved 
this Congress on the 4th of March next. 

I may be in error in the opinions I expressed. 
Some of my own friends upon this side of the 
House have planted themselves in opposition to 
them, and | have received their condemnation. 
Those who will occupy a position with me inthe 
future wpon these great questions will not be those 
who agree with my distinguished friend on my 
right, [Mr. Smary.] But there wil] be gentlemen 
from the other side of the House whe will come 
to my principles. | believe that you will come to 
them, ventlemen. I do not believe that the Amer- 
ican people, North or South, willeveragree with 
the member from, Kentucky, [Mr. Smrru,} that 
we ought to subjugate and exterminate the people 
of the South, and populate that coutitry with a 
better class of people. Ido not believe that the 
people of this country, noteven of the Republican 
party, would agree to that. I cannot believe that 
any man when he lies down on his’ pillow and 
communes with his God, when he considers the 
mauiiude of this issue, involving the fate of eight 
million men, women, and children, could agree to 
the doctrine of the member ftom Kentucky. 

Mc. SMITH, The gentleman will allow me 
ene moment; | will not ocoupy more of his time. 
When I used the age the day before yes- 
téerday that [ was willing not only fo sibjugate 
the South, but, if need be, to exterminate its peo- 
ple and —— that-eountry with a better class 
eeetad did not refer to the innocent children 
Wid cannot commit treason; but [ referred to the 


neo ia arms, to (hose who bave by diregtion er 
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indirection committed treason against the Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. LONG. I give the gentleman all the ben- 
efit he can derive from his explanation. I regard 
it as but a very feeble effort to extricate himself 
from the position in which he and other gentles 


' men here have placed themselves. Lenvy not the 


man who can clasp his hands and close his eyes in 
prayer and ask the extermination of these people 
at the South. I have no heart and no disposition 
to see such a work as that goon. I cannot con- 
sent to it. So help me God, I am against it. 


| Standing as Ido among you alone, lL am ee 


to raise my voice, feeble as it is, against it. 
want peace in this country; peace, peace, if Lean 
have it, rather than the extermination of these 
people who are struggling in a cause which they 
believe to be right, Sir, let this war cease. I, 
for one, am against it. Although L may be ex- 
pelled from this Hall; and sent home to my 
constituents branded by the condemnation of the 
gentlemen opposite, 1 will utter the cunvictions 
of my judgment; 1 will take the consequences, 
and will go down, if you please, to infamy, if 
such is the estimation in which Lam to be held, 
for raising my feeble voice for peace. 

Sir, b dislike personalities, and f intend to. be 
respectful to all gentlemen. I must, neverthe- 
less, point out what in my judgment is an incon- 
sistency. on the part of the gentleman who has 
moved this resolution of expulsion, 

On the Ilthday of February, 1861, Mr. Craige, 
of North Carolina, submitted on the floor of this 
House the following resolution. Il read from the 
Congressional Globe, second. session 'Thirty- 
Sixth Congress, part one, page 853: 

**Mr. Craiee, of North Carojina. Lsubmit the follow- 
ing resolution : 

“Whereas the States of South Carolina, Florida, Ala- 
bama, Georgia, Mississippi, and Louisiana have seceded 
from the Confederacy of Uie United States and have estab- 
lished a government under the name of ‘ the caufederacy of 
the United States South ;’ and whereas it is desirable that 
the most amicable relations should exist between the two 
Governments, and war Should be avuided as the greatest 
ealamity which can befall then: 

**Resolged by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the President of theUnited States be, and is hereby, required 
to acknowledge the independence of said government as 
soon as he is informed officially of its establishment; and 
that he receive such envoy, embassador, or commissioner 
as may or shall be appointed by said government for the 
purpose of amicably adjusting the matters in dispute with 
said government. 

‘*Mr. Craigs, of North Carolina. I hope that the reso- 
lution will be, permitted to pass, as I doubt not it is the 
wish of all of us that peaee shallibe preserved. 

“Mr. Fannswortn. I object; and move that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Patents. (laughter) 

“Mr. Craice, of North Carolina. 1 move that it be re- 
ferred to.the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

* The question was taken; and the joint resolution was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs,’? 


Thus, Mr. Speaker, on the 11th day of Feb- 
ruary, 186i, Mr. Craige,an avowed secessiouist, 
who was in favor of dissolving the Union, who 
carried out his views and went South, proposed, 
in his place here, a recognition of the confeder- 
acy, and to put in that diplomatic gallery an 
envoy cxtraordinary from the confederate States. 
And this resolution was dignified in this House 
by areference to the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs. The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Cot- 
FAX} was present and assented to that reference. 
He probably voted for it. He moved no resolu- 
tion of censure, no resolution of expulsion. 

There is another circumstance to which I wish 
to allude. It has been referred to before, but | 
choose to refer toitagain. Mr. Conway,amem- 
ber from the State of Kansas, in a speech which 
he made in this House on the 27th day of January, 
1863, uses this language, before proposing two 
resolutions. I read from Congressional Globe 
and Appendix, third session Thirty-Seventh Con- 
gress, part two, page 66 of the Appendix: 


“ Nevertheless I cannot refrain from expressing my in- 
dividual opinion thatthe true policy of the North isto term- 
inate this waratonce, The longer it continues the worse 
our situation becomes. Let the two Houses of Congress 
adopt the @llowing resolutions : 

* Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives, 
§e., That the Bxetutive be, and he is lereby, requested to 
issue, general Order to all,commanders of torets in the 
several military departments of the United States ‘to dis- 
continue olfensivé operations agninst tie euemy and to act 
for the future entifely én the derehsive. A" 

“ Resolved, ‘Viiat the Hxeeutivesic,and he is bdreby, fur- 
ther requested to enter into negotiations With the authori- 
ties of the confederate States with reference to a cessa- 
Uon of bostiligies based on ui¢ following propositions: first, 
recognition of the indeperdeticé of the coniederatc States ; 
second, a unifona system of dutics upon, imporis; third, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 






inate patton the two States; fourth 
the Mississippiriver; fiith, y ni 
roe doctrine. a oe Wee 
“T am aware that this may be said 
one s one respect it undoubted 
donment, for the time being, of the arte 
South under the sway of the Union beter bring tie 
it cannot be denied that in this object we are alreai rs 
feated ; we have defeated ourselyés,» ready de- 


Didleversayasmuch? Have | 
we were defeated? Have I denied 
of the Federal Army? Have I denied its ahji; 
to exterminate the South? Nota aylabnene 
pointed out inmy speech which looks toan pa be 
idea. Have l ever once claimed that the Pa 
Army was notable to cope with or over, ora 
the confederates and exterminate the souther; 
people? IL object to its extermination have 
not admitted, as Mr. Conway did, that w mee 
defeated, Lhave not been willine to giv ap 
contest in that respect, r 7 Rie 

And why do I refer to this now? | refer t it 
sir, for this purpose: to show that as well on th. 
11th of February, 1861, as on the 27th of J 
ary, 1863, the present Speaker of this aa 
cupied a seat on this floor and heard these nea. 
lutions offered. He heard the speech of My 
Conway. And be,so far asI am advised moved 
no resolution of expulsion or of censure ‘<enines 
either of Sack teaken " 

It has been said that what has been declared 
by the leaders of the Republican party against 
coercing the, States was uttered before the war be- 
gan and before blood was shed. It is true this 
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr, ‘Craige) 
used that language and offered this resolution be- 
fore blood was shed, Mr. Conway used his|an- 
guage and offered his resolution after we had been 
engaged in war two years. The Army was as 
near to the Potomac then as itis to-day. Wash. 
ington city was surrounded then as it js sur. 
rounded now. The President was guarded then 
in his mansion by armed sentinels as I said on 
last Friday: he isguarded now. Thisgentleman 
(Mr. Conway) said that we had defeated our. 
selves; and he proposed a recognition of the south- 
ernconfederacy. He proposed that the President 
should recognize it. Where was the gentleman 
from Indiana then? Where was his resolution 
of expulsion, where his resolution of censure 
against Mr. Conway? Where wasall his virt- 
ous indignation and his loud-sounding patriotism 
then? Whydid he not stop the business of legis- 
lation long enough at least to male an effort at 
expulsion or censure? What is the diflerence 
between us, sir? 

On the. 27th day of January, 1863, the war had 
progressed for two. years; it now has progressed 
three. On the 27th of January, 1863, the Speaker 
who now. proposes my expulsion was on the floor 
of the House, and now he is in the Speaker's 
chair. Because he occupics that position, does 
it give him any higher right, does it give him 
any higher power? Ethink it doesnot. The ouly 
difference between my conduct aud that of Mr. 
Conway, was that he was an abolitionist and [ 
ama Democrat. Therefore I am to be expelled, 
while he goes without censure or disapprobation, 
[Applause in the galleries. } 

Mr. COX, Lhope the Chair will preserve or- 
der. ([Laughter.] I presame he will not hesitate 
to clear the galleries now. 

Mr. LONG. I came. into this House and de- 
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| livered my speech on Friday, The Speaker of 


the House knew that I was going to deliver ttand 
manifested much kindness in respect to it. He 
evinced much disposition to give me the floor. 
Other gentlemen on the other side of the House 
knew I was going todeliver it, and | told them 
I would go a bow-shot beyond anytung that had 
been, yet said. 

Mr. COLFAX. The gentleman will bear me 
witness that he never said anything of that char 
acter to me. 

Mr. LONG. Certainly I did. not say that © 
the Speaker, but I did. to a number of gent 
men now in their seats on that side of the Cham 
Wer. ' wi 

Mr, COX. (Ifthe gentleman will allow me? 
a moment, I want to Know from gentlemen on 
the other. side of the House whether some of _ 
were hot advised when they went into the - 
on Friday Jast of the precise character “tT 
speech he proposed to make, and that it wou 
for the recognition of the South? 
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